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1. Title: Explaining Democratic Disaffection: Closing the Expectations Gap
Authors: Flinders, Matthew.
Abstract: The author offers opinions on politics and government and political science. Dissatisfaction among citizens of democracies is attributed to a disparity between increased and often unrealistic expectations for governments created by overall improvements in economic and social conditions and the actual abilities of democracies to meet those expectations, abilities which have been hampered by socioeconomic changes. Political scientists and political science as a discipline are criticized for failing to conduct research on this disparity and for failing to better explain democratic processes to the public.
2. Title: Salience and Complexity in Supranational Policymaking: The Case of Subnational Interests 
Authors: Neshkova, Milena I.
Abstract: This study examined whether Gormley's insights about the effects of public salience and technical complexity on the patterns of participation in the regulatory process have explanatory power in an international setting. Specifically, I tracked 60 legislative proposals initiated by the European Commission and estimated the change made by the supranational technocrats in response to the requests of subnational politicians. I found support for the theoretical propositions about the differentiated effect of salience and complexity on political and administrative actors. Consistent with the notion of bureaucratic expertise, the Commission is less responsive when the policy issues require expertise to be tackled efficiently. Although the European Union has been pursuing various mechanisms to democratize its policy process, the technical character of supranational regulation precludes the broader public and elected politicians from assuming a larger role and bureaucracy will continue to be a major player in the international arena.
3. Title: Transparency without Democracy: The Unexpected Effects of China's Environmental Disclosure Policy
Authors: Tan, Yeling. 
Abstract: This article examines the impact of transparency regulations enacted under authoritarian conditions, through a study of China's environmental transparency measures. Given China's decentralized administrative structure, environmental disclosure ends up being weakest in the most polluted cities. However, the measures have allowed nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) to affect environmental governance through unusual pathways. Multinational companies (MNCs) have used NGO pollution databases to monitor Chinese suppliers, whereas local governments have responded to a transparency index with greater NGO engagement. That said, these civil society initiatives have had limited impact on key stakeholder behavior. For the environment ministry, enforcement costs remain high. Local government behavior depends on their economic priorities and the nature of their relations with enterprises. Chinese enterprise behavior depends on the character of their relations with government and MNCs. Given China's authoritarian structure, improved governance does not translate into stronger accountability, challenging common assumptions about the relationship between transparency and accountability.  
4. Title: Varieties of Liberalism: Keynesian Responses to the Great Recession in France and Germany
Authors: Vail, Mark I.
Abstract: This article argues that distinctive liberal traditions shaped France and Germany's Keynesian policy responses to the post-2007 economic crisis. In France, 'statist liberalism' privileges an activist state that favors macroeconomic intervention and investment. German 'corporate liberalism,' by contrast, is more pluralist and emphasizes the powers and responsibilities of social and economic groups, who are viewed as the fundamental components of the social order. The article argues that these traditions shaped elite interpretations of the crisis and played central roles in defining policy trajectories. They informed a modest French response focused on macroeconomic stimulus that relied on existing income support and a larger German effort centered on a microeconomic strategy of group subsidization. It concludes that these outcomes are inconsistent with traditional institutional accounts and highlights the importance of research on the role of ideas in shaping national responses to economic crises.
5. Title: Negotiating Education Reform: Teacher Evaluations and Incentives in Chile (1990-2010)
Authors: Mizala, Alejandra; Schneider, Ben Ross.
Abstract: Reforms designed to improve the quality of teaching by reforming personnel practices, such as pay for performance arrangements, usually run into opposition from well-organized teacher unions that can either block reform in the short run or undermine it over the longer term. The experience of a series of reforms that introduced collective and individual pay incentives for teachers in Chile from 1990 to 2010 provide a rare example of ongoing negotiation with the teacher union that resulted in an institutionalized structure of incentive pay for teachers as well as widespread attitudes of sustained support among teachers for performance pay. Chile offers an important example of how sustained change in incentive pay can be achieved through ongoing negotiation.
6. Title: When Does Transparency Generate Legitimacy? Experimenting on a Context-Bound Relationship
Authors: De Fine Licht, Jenny; Naurin, Daniel; Esaiasson, Peter; Gilljam, Mikael.
Abstract: We analyze the main rationale for public administrations and political institutions for supplying transparency, namely, that it generates legitimacy for these institutions. First, we discuss different theories of decision making from which plausible causal mechanisms that may drive a link between transparency and legitimacy may be derived. We find that the common notion of a straightforward positive correlation is naïve and that transparency reforms are rather unpredictable phenomena. Second, we test the effect of transparency on procedure acceptance using vignette experiments of representative decision making in schools. We find that transparency can indeed generate legitimacy. Interestingly, however, the form need not be 'fishbowl transparency,' with full openness of the decision-making process. Decision makers may improve their legitimacy simply by justifying carefully afterward the decisions taken behind closed doors. Only when behavior close to a deliberative democratic ideal was displayed did openness of the process generate more legitimacy than closed-door decision making with postdecisional justifications.
7. Title: Political Control and Managerial Survival in State-Owned Enterprises
Authors: Ennser-Jedenastik, Laurenz. 
Abstract: This article explores the impact of political determinants on the survival of managers in state-owned enterprises (SOEs). Drawing on theories of bureaucratic delegation, it is argued that preference divergence between principals and agents as well as among principals is a major driver of managerial turnover. More specifically, the partisan affiliation of SOE-managers with the government, the opposition, or individual ministers can serve to explain the length of their tenure. The analysis employs Cox proportional hazard regressions to test these hypotheses on an original data set of 1,671 managers serving in 87 public corporations in Austria between 1995 and 2010, thus presenting one of the first large- n analyses of political appointments in a parliamentary system. The results strongly support the proposition that partisan affiliation drives managerial survival. 
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8. Title: Red Tape: Bureaucracy, Structural Violence, and Poverty in India
Authors: Majumdar, Shruti.
Abstract: A review is presented of the book "Red Tape: Bureaucracy, Structural Violence & Poverty in India," by Akhil Gupta.
9. Title: Why Peace Fails-The Causes and Prevention of Civil War Recurrence
Authors: Lockhart, Clare.
Abstract: A review is presented of the book "Why Peace Fails: The Causes & Prevention of Civil War Recurrence," by Charles T. Call.
10. Title: Building Resilience: Social Capital in Post Disaster Recovery
Authors: Kiruthu, Felix.
Abstract: A review is presented of the book "Building Resilience: Social Capital in Post Disaster Recovery," by Daniel P. Aldrich.
11. Title: Policing the Markets: Inside the Black Box of Securities Enforcement
Authors: Schmidt, Patrick D.
Abstract: A review is presented of the book "Policing the Markets: Inside the Black Box of Securities Enforcement," by James W. Williams.
12. Title: Politics, Health, and Health Care: Selected Essays
Authors: Weale, Albert.
Abstract: A review is presented of the book "Politics, Health Care & Health: Selected Essays," by Theodore R. Marmor and Rudolf Klein.
