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1. Title: Are WTO Rulings Biased? The Role of Institutional Design in Protecting Judicial Autonomy
Authors: Joost Pauwelyna, Krzysztof Pelc
Abstract: The dispute settlement system of the World Trade Organization (WTO) prides itself on its high degree of judicial independence and the impartiality of its adjudicators. Yet compared to other international tribunals, WTO member states exert considerable political control over WTO adjudicators. Contestation over the appointment of those adjudicators also reflects governments’ awareness that nationality may matter for outcomes. The authors ask whether that is the case. An empirical analysis of twenty-five years of WTO Appellate Body (ab) activity offers a nuanced answer. Exploiting the random allocation of adjudicators to ab divisions, the authors find no evidence of systematic national bias across the board. Yet evidence does exist of bias on the part of ab division chairs, suggesting that when adjudicators are singled out, they become more prone to political pressure. A similar effect pertains to individual dissenting opinions. The presence of a conational from a litigant country on an ab division is associated with significantly increased odds of dissent. Judicial independence at the wto has long been taken for granted. These findings suggest that such trust is largely warranted, but even small tweaks in institutional design increase political pressure on adjudicators in ways that threaten impartiality, which holds significant implications for wto reforms going forward.
2. Title: Explaining Urban Order: The Autocratic Origins of Africa’s City Street Networks
Authors: Noah L. Nathan
Abstract: This article connects the political incentives of state leaders to the physical geometry of urban built environments. Drawing on a novel combination of street network data, archival maps, and satellite imagery, the author builds on classic claims that autocratic regimes order urban space, rendering society more legible through the production of gridded streets. Backdating the construction of 1.5 million streets across a sample of African cities, the author shows that ordered, gridded urban neighborhoods emerge more often under relatively more autocratic postcolonial regimes than under less autocratic regimes. But rather than a conscious effort to increase society’s legibility, evidence on mechanisms is more consistent with ordered urban designs emerging as a side-effect of patronage strategies that autocrats use to placate critical subsets of the urban population. Ultimately, efforts to intervene in the built environment represent an underexplored element of both autocratic and urban politics in the developing world.
3. Title: Race, Trade, and the Demise of Southern Support for Multilateralism, 1945–62
Authors: Benjamin O. Fordham
Abstract: Through the 1940s, Southern members of Congress strongly supported multilateralism in US foreign policy, backing the United Nations and other multilateral initiatives almost unanimously. But by the end of the 1950s, many of these members had turned against this institutional form. That shift bolstered domestic opposition to multilateralism, with lasting consequences for both US foreign policy and world order. This article assesses two complementary explanations for the change. First, changes in the Southern economy reduced the value of multilateral cooperation. Export-oriented agriculture, particularly cotton, became less important. Labor-intensive industries, especially textiles and apparel, became more sensitive to international competition. Second, multilateral rules on human rights increasingly threatened the South’s racial hierarchy. White supremacy provided material benefits to white elites through voter suppression, legal impunity, and labor-repressive agriculture—benefits similar to those they derived from trade protection or access to foreign markets. Integrating these two explanations strengthens them both.
4. Title: The Partisan Reversal: Partisanship and Exchange Rate Policy in Closed and Open Economies
Authors: Andrew Rys, David A. Steinberg
Abstract: Economic globalization is widely believed to cause the policies of left-and right-wing parties to converge. The authors argue that globalization can have an even more profound impact on partisan politics, fully reversing the positions of left and right parties. This article demonstrates that financial globalization transforms party positions in one important policy area: the degree of exchange rate overvaluation or undervaluation. At low levels of capital mobility, left-wing parties are more likely to overvalue the exchange rate than are right-wing parties because doing so redistributes income from capital to labor. As capital mobility rises, overvalued exchange rates become costlier for workers but more attractive to firms. Accordingly, right-wing parties maintain more overvalued exchange rates than do left parties at high levels of capital mobility. Analyses of time-series cross-sectional data support these hypotheses. The results indicate that globalization can have transformative effects on the relationship between partisanship and economic policy.
5. Title: Land Titling, Race, and Political Violence: Theory and Evidence from Colombia
Authors: Ali T. Ahmed, Marcus Johnson, Mateo Vásquez-Cortés
Abstract: Under what conditions do reforms prompt violent counterreform? Reform threatens elite interests in structurally unequal societies, prompting elites to use their power to counter reform. Although the existing literature demonstrates the material logic of counterreform, the authors build on critical race theory to argue that elites are more likely to target reforms meant for racially marginalized beneficiaries. The authors test this argument using original data on the largest communal land reform program undertaken in Latin America, the titling of collective lands belonging to Black communities in Colombia, through Law 70: the Law of Black Communities. The article shows that the legal recognition of Black collective property rights increased right-wing paramilitary attacks in municipalities in which Black communities requisitioned formal land titles. In addition, the authors demonstrate that titling reforms for peasant and Indigenous communities faced fewer attacks after legal recognition, relative to Black communities. These findings together offer new insights into the puzzling racialization of Colombian civil conflict since the 1990s.
