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1. Title: Policy Design, Instrument Choice, and Policy Feedback Effects of Institutional Business Power: Varieties of Child Care Investments in Australia, Canada, and Germany
Authors: Adrienne Davidson, Jenna Quelch, Linda A. White
Abstract: Recent research examining the policy feedback effects of delegated governance note that private actors accumulate institutional business power—distinct from structural and instrumental power typical of businesses—through such mechanisms as delegation, deregulation, and accretion. Business power, once granted by the government, accumulates and institutionalizes over time, even when the state's policy goals may change. In this article, we apply these insights but offer a modified theoretical model that acknowledges the interrelationship of these mechanisms and examines their interaction over time. We draw on the case of early childhood education and care (ECEC) policy in three federal systems—Australia, Canada, and Germany. We develop an original index that maps policy making across the three sub-national contexts across time to examine the impact of institutionalized private actors of varying status (for-profit, not-for-profit) and power. We argue that regulatory frameworks introduced at the original delegation stage at t1 affect the likelihood of accretion and demonstrate the inter-relationship between institutional business power and regulatory and governance factors which shape the early years market. Importantly, these accretion dynamics, characterized by increasing market share of for-profit providers, has the capacity to significantly undermine the social investment logics underpinning government action by constraining access to ECEC services (through high costs), reducing regulations, and thus undermining the quality of ECEC services for parents and children.
2. Title: Populism and Trust in the Public Service in Canada
Authors: Jared J. Wesley, Brendan Boyd
Abstract: Denigrating public servants has been a key feature of populists movements that seek to prioritize the individual and “common people” over “establishment elites”. In Canada, mainstream conservative party leaders claim “Canada is broken” and openly advocate for “getting rid of the gatekeepers,” for example, while right-wing populists often promote the dangers of the “deep state.” Despite these developments, we do not know whether and how populist attitudes relate to citizens' trust in the public service. We use public opinion data from a nationwide survey to determine that populism exerts an independent effect on public trust in the bureaucracy beyond democratic satisfaction and efficacy. Our findings suggest that, even when controlling for those other factors, populist attitudes remain the strongest determinants of public trust in public servants. This leads us to an important discussion of the impact of populism on the stability, legitimacy, and performance of the public service, particularly as populist leaders assume positions of power and control over the bureaucracy.
3. Title: Who Gives Expert Advice? Empirical Evidence from Swedish Policy-Making
Authors: Rebecca Eriksson
Abstract: Experts play a central role in national and international policy-making. Despite their expanding influence, there is little systematic information about who gives expert advice and their demographic composition. This study contributes to addressing this empirical gap by applying a benchmark-based approach developed for studying political representation to examine the descriptive representation of experts formally involved in Swedish policy processes. Using detailed administrative data on the entire adult population in Sweden (including information on their parentage), I identify academic experts appointed to governmental policy investigations and compare their demographic composition to multiple reference groups. The findings show that academic experts are demographically unrepresentative not only of the general population, but also of parliamentarians, government ministry staff, and the already socially homogeneous academic community from which they are appointed. Regression analyses with fixed effects show that the underrepresentation of academics with working-class backgrounds and first-generation immigrants is not explained by differences in year, age group, fields or university affiliations. In contrast, these structural factors do account for the observed gender disparities, suggesting a different mechanism of exclusion for women.
4. Title: Safety in Numbers: How Transparency Can Backfire in the Fight Against Bureaucratic Corruption
Authors: Tuan-Ngoc Phan
Abstract: The literature on corruption, grounded in the principal-agent framework, has long promoted transparency as a tool to reduce misconduct by improving oversight. Yet standard models assume that transparency either deters wrongdoing or, at worst, has no effect—they do not account for the possibility that it could increase corruption. This paper adopts an agent-centered perspective, arguing that in settings with weak accountability, transparency influences outcomes only through its effects on bureaucrats, and may backfire by altering their beliefs about the risks of engaging in corruption. I test this argument in Vietnam, a single-party regime with weak accountability mechanisms. Using data from 2011 to 2016 on citizen-reported bribery across districts, I show that when province-level transparency reports signal higher levels of corruption than local officials may have previously perceived, wrongdoing increases in the following year. The findings are consistent with a mechanism in which new information lowers the perceived risks associated with corrupt behavior. I rule out alternative explanations, including statistical reversion and citizen-driven reporting effects, and show that the effects are strongest in areas where bureaucrats are more likely to be exposed to the information. These findings contribute to a growing literature that reconsiders the theoretical assumptions behind transparency reforms and identifies the conditions under which they may backfire.
5. Title: The Nature and Dynamics of Access: Conceptualizing and Measuring Procedural Engagement Dynamics Between EU Interest Groups and Public Officials
Authors: Erin Sullivan, Caelesta Braun, Bert Fraussen
Abstract: Policy engagement procedures now demand more from interest groups and require them to adopt more collaborative-minded behaviors when interacting with policymakers. While existing scholarship largely conceptualizes policy engagement as policy access, commonly measured by frequency or type of engagement, studies examining the precise nature and dynamics of policy access remain rare. We examine how interest groups experience their engagement with policymakers, and whether this impacts their overall level of satisfaction in consultation processes. We unpack the nature of what this engagement entails by considering enabling and restricting procedural aspects covered by the collaborative governance literature to complement the focus on policy access by the interest group literature. Analyzing EU interest group survey data, we find engagement processes feature both enabling and restricting elements, and vary across group types. Furthermore, we clarify the relation between enabling features, and levels of satisfaction with the consultation process, as well as the role of political contestation and prior involvement.
6. Title: Government Digital Surveillance in Africa
Authors: Karol Czuba
Abstract: Deployment of digital surveillance technologies has enabled governments to acquire detailed, precise, synoptic, and—in settings where capacity and resource constraints had historically impeded state information-gathering efforts—previously inaccessible knowledge about populations. This article introduces a new typology of government digital surveillance and multiple sets of data that provide extensive evidence—the most comprehensive and systematic to date—of the deployment of digital surveillance technologies by African governments. I identify and classify 372 distinct instances of government digital surveillance in Africa, detailing which governments have deployed it; where, when, and whom they have surveilled; the purposes and manner of deployment; and the technological solutions procured to this end as well as their suppliers. The article illuminates the scale and breadth of government use of digital surveillance technologies, advancing our understanding of the political ramifications of digitalization and informing investigation of consequent changes in government performance and state-society relations.
7. Title: Partisanship and the Gender Pay Gap in Local Government
Authors: Jose Manuel Alonso, Rhys Andrews
Abstract: Partisanship may play a part in shaping gender equality within public organizations, especially in local governments, which are often subject to direct political control. Using a Regression Discontinuity (RD) Design, we examine the influence of partisanship on gender equality within government by analyzing whether right-wing party control is related to the gender pay gap among all employees in English local governments. We also investigate whether it is related to gender representation among the senior managers in those governments. Our RD estimates reveal that right-wing controlled local governments have a larger gender pay gap and fewer women in senior management than in governments controlled by other political parties.
8. Title: Coping with Political-Ideological Pressure: How Street-Level Bureaucrats Shield Policy Implementation from Politicization
Authors: Laurin Friedrich
Abstract: While pursuing a professional delivery of public services, street-level bureaucrats increasingly face intense political-ideological pressure. Yet, preceding scholars have barely explored how they manage to resist it. Addressing this gap, the paper presents a concept of the coping mechanisms street-level bureaucrats employ to shield their discretionary practices from becoming politicized. It is derived from an exploratory interview study with 33 case managers at German local jobcentres. Drawing on an abductive conceptualization, it identifies four distinct mechanisms which may serve either the function of moving against ideological demands (professional superiority, disenchanting) or of moving away from them (externalizing responsibility, segmentation). The paper offers novel insights into street-level bureaucrats' professional position and its relationship with political ideologies. It thereby contributes to a better understanding of how street-level bureaucracies preserve a competent execution of state acting in times when ideological conflict lines have become highly polarized.
9. Title: ‘We're All in This Together?’ A Survey Experiment on the Perceived Legitimacy of Region-Specific Crisis Interventions in Germany and the Netherlands
Authors: Lars Brummel, Dimiter Toshkov, Brendan Carroll
Abstract: In responding to crises, governments often need to enact restrictions on the freedoms of citizens that might be perceived as intrusive and unfair. Yet, government interventions need to retain legitimacy in the eyes of citizens. We study the perceived legitimacy of pandemic crisis interventions with a focus on the effects of multi-level governance and region-specific interventions. Such territorially-differentiated measures are often appropriate for effective crisis responses, but they raise concerns about equal treatment. Our pre-registered survey experiments run on quota-representative national samples in Germany and the Netherlands (N = 2252) find no evidence in support of the conjecture that citizens perceive nation-wide crisis interventions as more legitimate than region-specific measures. The level of government making the decision matters very little for the legitimacy of the interventions. Restrictions enacted by the national government are slightly more accepted than those decided regionally in the Netherlands, but there is no such difference in Germany.
10. Title: Effectiveness of Term Limits Combating Administrative Corruption
Authors: David Medina Rodriguez
Abstract: This paper examines how mayoral term-limit rules shape the corrupt behavior of career public servants. Using the exogenous discontinuity created by Portugal's 2013 municipal elections, where some incumbents were constitutionally barred from reelection while otherwise similar peers could run again, I compare corruption-related infractions committed by public servants across all mainland Portuguese municipalities. The analysis suggests a large decrease in administrative corruption among public servants when the mayor is term-limited. These patterns fit a “shrinking horizon” mechanism: As a mayor approaches a mandatory exit, the expected duration of illicit exchanges collapses, dampening the willingness of public servants to collaborate. The results are robust to several alternative specifications, providing fresh evidence that term limits may serve as an effective governance tool to reduce the search for rents by public servants.
11. Title: Third-Sector Organizations as Intermediaries in Climate Action: Engaging Vulnerable Communities in Co-Production in Bangladesh
Authors: Farjana Nipa, André Feliciano Lino, Thankom Arun
Abstract: Addressing “wicked” problems like climate change requires collaborative efforts from public, private, and third-sector organizations (TSOs), making a co-productive approach especially promising. However, traditional co-production research often overlooks the contributions of TSOs and the voices of marginalized populations. This study addresses these gaps by exploring the role of TSOs as intermediaries in co-producing climate actions by empowering vulnerable communities. Through a case study of a project led by BRAC, a prominent hybrid TSO in Bangladesh, we find that creating a relational space for co-production—in this case, Climate Action Groups—is the key strategy used to foster active engagement and build long-term climate resilience. These spaces reach their full potential when intentionally supported by mechanisms such as awareness raising and shared goals, the incorporation of local knowledge, and inclusive engagement strategies. Our research contributes to the literature by demonstrating how TSOs facilitate meaningful co-production with vulnerable groups, thereby broadening our understanding of their role in climate governance and providing a comprehensive, practice-based model of sustainable, community-led adaptation. These findings offer valuable insights and emphasize the vital role of TSOs in developing practical and sustainable strategies for climate change adaptation.
12. Title: Is Responsibility Intuitive in a Public Encounter?
Authors: Anthony M. Bertelli, Silvia Cannas
Abstract: A public encounter is a direct, focused interaction between unelected public officials and private individuals with the goal of enacting a distribution of benefits or obligations. Administrative responsibility concerns an official's normative obligations for acting within a legally defined role. Does the public perceive notionally responsible action in a public encounter as actually responsible? Our mixed-method approach to this question begins by theoretically connecting two practical problems with specific principles of “good” public administration. We transform these problems into hypothetical scenarios supported by theory and local law, and then present them as vignettes in a randomized online survey experiment to 1100 respondents in the United Kingdom. We find that responsibility is clearly intuitive to participants, and that their arguments about the principles underlying responsibility seem to be clarified, rather than made more sophisticated or complex, by the public encounters they observe.
13. Title: When Nature Strikes: Which Regimes Exploit Natural Disasters for Fiscal Expansion?
Authors: Mads Dagnis Jensen, Suen Wang
Abstract: This study examines how different types of regimes use performance-based legitimation after severe natural disasters. While prior research has evaluated emergency relief, broader fiscal responses remain understudied. Drawing on legitimation theory, we argue that all regimes seek to secure legitimacy, but hybrid regimes are more likely to expand public spending to ensure their political survival. Analyzing data from 166 countries from 1960 to 2018, we find significant post-disaster fiscal expansion in hybrid regimes (particularly those with weaker opposition and higher fiscal capacity), but not democracies or autocracies. We investigate three case studies that largely support these findings: the 1985 Algarrobo earthquake (Chile under autocracy), the 1974 Hurricane Fifi-Orlene (Honduras under a hybrid regime), and the 1999 İzmit earthquake (Turkey during democracy).
14. Title: Bureaucracies' Strategies for Coping with Populism: Insights from Israel
Authors: Nissim Cohen, Yekoutiel Sabah
Abstract: In recent years, an increasing body of research has examined the influence of populism on public bureaucracies and their responses to this phenomenon. This study seeks to add to this literature by examining how high-level Israeli bureaucrats navigate populist pressures. Based on 32 in-depth interviews with current and former senior officials, our findings reveal that bureaucrats are very aware of populist leaders' attempts to exploit bureaucratic institutions to consolidate power, thereby weakening both the effectiveness of the professionals in these institutions and their autonomy. We also find that bureaucrats employ a mix of strategies including resistance, compliance, and strategic adaptation to cope with these challenges. We propose a classification of these bureaucratic coping strategies, ranging from aggressive resistance to passive compliance, with intermediate strategies balancing adaptation and institutional survival. The Israeli case represents a rather “soft” bureaucratic response to populism compared to other contexts. Nevertheless, this study contributes to the growing discourse on populism and public administration, offering insights into the complex interactions between populist leadership and bureaucratic institutions.
15. Title: Policy Design Below the Political Radar: When Policy Bureaucracies Mobilize Expertise to Restrict Business Power
Authors: Anna Simstich
Abstract: Powerful business interests threaten to capture policy design. From a quiet politics perspective, businesses are especially influential in policy design under conditions of low political salience. From a bureaucratic politics perspective, bureaucratic power based on specialist expertise is also strongest in low-salience contexts and enables them to withstand business influence. Under what conditions does bureaucratic power or business power prevail in policy design under low political salience? This article argues that policy bureaucracies can restrict business power by mobilizing expertise for a different policy design than that advocated by business if they have a strong and competing organizational interest in the policy design. This argument is illustrated in a case study on the design of Extended Producer Responsibility for single-use plastics in Germany as a deviant case of high business influence under quiet politics. This article contributes to understanding business-bureaucracy interaction outside business home turf and below the political radar. It enhances quiet politics by introducing the role of bureaucratic responsiveness based on organizational interests and expertise.
16. Title: Debunking the Digital Myth: Can Digital Governance Embedding Enhance Local Governments' Environmental Governance Efficiency? The Role of Implementation Burden
Authors: Bin Guan, Yaoen Yu
Abstract: Digital governance has received fervent attention from both theoretical and practical domains in recent years, and has gradually been touted as a “panacea” for addressing various issues. Especially on the issue of environmental protection, governments worldwide have sought to enhance their environmental governance efficiency by embedding the concepts, technologies, and methods of digital governance. However, while the potential benefits of digital governance embedding have garnered considerable academic attention, the associated implementation burdens it imposes on the public sector have received relatively little scrutiny or discussion. Based on panel data from 225 prefecture-level cities in China from 2014 to 2022, this study empirically analyzes the impact of digital governance embedding on local government's environmental governance efficiency and unveils its mechanism from the perspective of implementation burden. The study found that: (1) Digital governance embedding has a “U-shaped” impact on the environmental governance efficiency of local governments; (2) The implementation burdens arising from digital governance embedding constitute the core mechanism explaining this “U-shaped” relationship; (3) Local governments' transformative public value preferences can mitigate the negative effects of implementation burdens on environmental governance efficiency. By incorporating the theoretical perspectives of implementation burden and public value preferences, the results can help scholars and practitioners rationally understand the impact of digital governance embedding on public sector's organizational operation and governance performance.
17. Title: Policy Design and Governance Effectiveness: The Role of Non-Linearities in Urban Water Management
Authors: Thomas Bolognesi, Manuel Fischer
Abstract: International Organizations formulate and disseminate principles of good governance for issues such as urban water governance. These principles are formulated in universal and general terms, for example, more transparency or participation, and are intended to enhance governance effectiveness. Yet, the relationship between such principles and governance effectiveness is not linear. Different combinations of principles affect governance effectiveness differently, depending on the context. It raises the general question of the influence of policy instruments interactions on policy outcomes. We investigate two types of non-linearities. The first, direct non-linearities, are instrument-specific and characterized by two thresholds: a minimum level required to ensure effectiveness, and a second level beyond which positive effects begin to decrease marginally. The second type, compositional non-linearities, refers to the idea that policy instruments are most effective when combined in specific ways (joint effect) or by being an enabling condition for others. We study the case of urban water governance in 35 megacities worldwide, based on empirical data from OECD reports and a fuzzy-set Qualitative Comparative Analysis. The present study assesses the impact of assesses how combinations of economic, participatory, and regulatory policy instruments affect urban water loss, as a policy outcome. We found that price and wealth are important enabling conditions within the policy design. Regulation and participation have important joint effects and follow the logic of direct non-linearities. Their absence or excessive presence can be detrimental, but they are critical for effectiveness when combined with other policy instruments.
18. Title: Is Algorithmic Accessibility Sufficient? The Pivotal Role of Accessibility and Accountability in Shaping Trust in Automated Decision-Making
Authors: Huanhuan Li, Zongfeng Sun
Abstract: The widely accepted view that algorithmic accessibility and accountability enhance the perceived trustworthiness of automated decision-making has not yet been fully validated. This study fills this research gap by conducting two survey experiments using “real-world” scenarios. We examine participants' trust preferences when exposed to varying levels of algorithmic accessibility and accountability, under different degrees of decision risks. Our findings highlight that algorithmic accountability exerts a stronger influence on the perceived trustworthiness of both algorithms and bureaucrats compared to algorithmic accessibility. Additionally, our research uncovers that the interaction between algorithmic accountability and contextual factors (e.g., high vs. low-risk scenarios) significantly affects trust in algorithm. This study offers novel empirical insights into the intricate dynamics among algorithmic accessibility, accountability, decision risk, and trust perceptions.
19. Title: Historical Persistence of Meritocratic Selection on Citizen Compliance
Authors: Hanchen Jiang, Hongtao Yi, Dongcheng Zhang
Abstract: The persistent influence of historical bureaucratic institutions on various contemporary socio-economic outcomes is well documented, yet the extent to which these institutions shape current citizen-state interactions remains underexplored. This study focuses on the persistent effect of a cultural factor shaped by a historical meritocratic institution (ancient China's imperial examination) on citizen compliance with social distancing policies during the first wave of COVID-19 in China. Based on historical archives and digital mobility data, we find that human mobility decreased significantly more in cities with more achievers in the examination after the unexpected lockdown, the Wuhan Lockdown, in China. This effect is implemented through channels of current education level and bureaucracy-oriented value. Further analysis based on survey data shows that this effect is reflected in citizens' obedience to the central government, rather than to local governments. These findings offer a new explanation for the geographic variation in citizen compliance and highlight the persistent positive effect of meritocratic selection on contemporary citizen-government interactions.
20. Title: Comparing Refugee Dispersal Policies: Varieties of Responsibility-Sharing in Europe
Authors: Walter Bartl, Philipp Lutz
Abstract: Many European countries are concerned about the asymmetric distribution of refugees within their territory. In response, they have developed policies to spatially disperse asylum seekers. Yet, we lack a comprehensive understanding of such refugee dispersal policies (RDPs). This article fills that gap with two contributions. First, we conceptualize RDPs as systems of subnational responsibility-sharing in asylum governance, defined along five policy attributes and three ideal types. Second, we introduce a novel dataset covering the dispersal policies of 32 European countries and develop an index of policy restrictiveness. We show that dispersal is widespread but varies in formality and design. Most countries adopt a negotiated model combining binding spatial allocation, material incentives, and discretionary dispersal criteria. Restrictiveness is higher in states with high past arrivals and strong local autonomy. Our findings offer new insights into the spatial governance of asylum and the institutional design of responsibility-sharing mechanisms.
21. Title: Authoritarian Elasticity: How Autocracies May Effectively Mobilize for Crisis Management
Authors: Yuge Wang, Rongbin Han
Abstract: Current studies on authoritarian resilience have yet to fully explain how autocracies can effectively cope with crises that threaten regime survival. To fill the gap, we introduce the concept of “authoritarian elasticity” to theorize how an autocracy may dramatically transform, expand, and repurpose its institutions for crisis management, fine-tune its response to crisis development, and scale back mobilization when conditions permit to sustain the crisis management mode for an extended time. We argue, the agile institutional maneuvering capacity, which differs from the long-term institutional adaptability highlighted in the current literature, explains not only how an autocracy can swiftly mobilize its resources during a crisis, but more importantly why such exhaustive mobilization may last longer than one would normally expect. We illustrate our theory empirically by examining how China elastically mobilized its Grid Management System during different phases of the COVID-19 pandemic.
22. Title: Representative Bureaucracy Buffering Adverse Policy Climates: Examining Immigrant Families' Participation in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
Authors: Jiaqi Liang, Sanghee Park, Agustina Laurito
Abstract: This study explores the role of representative bureaucracy in buffering the impact of adverse policy environments on immigrants' access to public benefits. Specifically, we examine whether and to what extent a more representative government workforce influences immigrant families' participation in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) and moderates the impact of unfavorable immigrant policy climates. Analyzing data on 49 states from 2006 to 2016, we find that a government workforce with higher Hispanic and Asian representation within the public welfare area is associated with increased SNAP participation among U.S.-born children with immigrant parents. This link is contingent on states' immigrant policy climates. Higher shares of Hispanic and Asian public administrators are associated with higher SNAP participation in states with a more unwelcoming policy environment. However, there is no similar association between the levels of Black employees and SNAP participation, regardless of the policy climate.
23. Title: Digitalization and Domestic Revenue Mobilization: Governmental Responsiveness and Capabilities Matter
Authors: Seungho Lee
Abstract: Although previous research has highlighted digitalization as a potential avenue for enhancing domestic revenue mobilization—a critical component for the sustainable economic and political development of nations—the relationship between digitalization and domestic revenue mobilization remains underexplored. This paper contributes to the current literature by investigating how the relationship between digitalization and the government's capacity to tax is influenced by governmental responsiveness and capabilities, an element largely disregarded in prior analyses. Empirical results from a time-series cross-sectional dataset that includes up to 159 countries spanning from 2004 to 2021 demonstrate that a high level of digitalization does not automatically result in an increased non-resource tax revenue-to-GDP ratio. However, when digitalization is combined with robust governmental responsiveness and capabilities—specifically regarding Voice and Accountability or Regulatory Quality—it substantially enhances domestic revenue mobilization. This study also reveals that the interaction effects are more pronounced in the low–to–middle segments of digitalization and among low- and middle-income countries. These findings underscore the need to bolster institutional frameworks in conjunction with digitalization endeavors to ensure the sustained success of domestic revenue mobilization.
24. Title: Does Transparency Reach Citizens? National Accountability Mechanisms and Public Perceptions in Europe
Authors: Julia Trautendorfer, Nina Eder
Abstract: Governments worldwide have introduced transparency and accountability regulations so that citizens can hold officials accountable for their actions and fulfill their role as “watchdogs” of the state. In the long term, this should legitimize government by mitigating information asymmetries between citizens and the government. Therefore, if adequate mechanisms that empower citizens to increase government transparency and the accountability of public officials are properly stipulated in the law, do citizens also perceive it that way? Understanding public perceptions of decision-making processes and government activities is crucial for policymaking because citizens are the ultimate evaluators of policy outcomes. Thus, this study examines whether such institutionalized regulations reach citizens and (positively) affect citizens' perceptions of government transparency. Using individual-level data from the European Social Survey (ESS) and country-level data from the European Public Accountability Mechanisms Dataset (EuroPAM), we analyze the impact of five accountability indicators on citizens' perceptions of transparency in 28 European countries. Using the large-N sample data from the ESS, we control for socio-demographic variables and thus also shed light on covariates of citizens' perceptions of transparency. Contrary to our hypotheses, we find that the scope of accountability mechanisms is not indicative of perceived transparency. Rather, our findings point toward a more complex relationship between national policies and citizens' perception, and underline the importance of distinguishing between de jure, de facto, and perceived transparency.
25. Title: State-Centric Persistence: Pursuing Social Welfare Benefits in Brazil
Authors: Rebecca Weitz-Shapiro, Matthew S. Winters
Abstract: Gaining and maintaining access to government-run social welfare programs often requires significant and sustained effort by potential beneficiaries. Why do some eligible individuals persist in their pursuit of welfare benefits while others do not? In this paper, we provide a psychological theory of state-centric persistence. We argue that three attitudes—entitlement, indignation, and self-efficacy—decrease the psychological costs of interacting with the state and affect citizens' behavior vis-à-vis the state. In an original survey in Brazil, we ask respondents about the likelihood they would engage in state-centric persistence in the pursuit of social benefits and develop novel measures of entitlement, indignation, and self-efficacy in the domain of social policy. We provide evidence that these attitudes strongly correlate with state-centric persistence and that this relationship is stronger than their relationship with other actions. These findings show that government responsiveness can vary with the attitudes of the individuals seeking government services.
26. Title: The Politics and Governance of Migration
Authors: Tiziana Caponio, Maria Schiller, Cathrine Talleraas
Abstract: This Special Issue Introduction aims to unpack current dynamics of migration politics and governance research and to put forward a holistic and integrative theoretical approach, that accounts for the bi-directionality and reciprocal influence between “the political” and “the governance” in both policymaking and policy practice on migration-related issues. We show how the articles in this Special Issue contribute to bridge two analytical tendencies in migration research - one foregrounding the political underpinnings of governing practices, and the other focusing on the collaborative dynamics of governance networks. While often treated separately, these perspectives intersect in important ways. Building on these contributions, an integrative research agenda is proposed. Theoretically, we suggest building the relevance of geographic context, scale and migration dynamics into our theorization of migration politics and governance. Methodologically, we suggest expanding beyond the common qualitative versus quantitative divide in the field, and deepening our analysis of politics-governance interactions through mixed-methods approaches.
27. Title: Shifting the Blame or Defending Implementation: How Do Explanations for Compliance Shape the Legitimacy of Contested EU Policies?
Authors: Asya Zhelyazkova, Thijs Lindner, Tim Heinkelmann-Wild, Agnieszka Kanas
Abstract: As European Union (EU) policymaking becomes increasingly politicized, national and local authorities face pressure to justify compliance with contested EU rules. This study examines how different explanations for compliance affect citizens' perceptions of legitimacy. We distinguish between blame-shifting and defending strategies communicated by national and municipal authorities. Our expectations and findings challenge the popular view that blaming the EU is the most credible approach. In policy implementation, national governments are often perceived as primarily responsible, making their blame-shifting attempts less persuasive. Instead, we expect and find that defending compliance by claiming responsibility increases perceived legitimacy. Municipal authorities, however, can more credibly deny responsibility for externally mandated policies because of their distance from the EU decision-making process. These results advance research on elite communication and the legitimacy of EU policies, offering new insights into how governments can reconcile public responsiveness with supranational obligations in an era of contested EU governance.
28. Title: What's in a Polity? Political Institutions and Varieties of Economic Interventionism in the United States and the European Union
Authors: Donato Di Carlo, Lorenzo Moretti, Manuela Moschella
Abstract: This article examines the political foundations of industrial policy amid the return of state economic interventionism. Comparing the United States' Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) and the European Union's Green Deal Industrial Plan (GDIP), it shows that contrasting industrial policy strategies were ultimately shaped by differences in the two polities' legislative rules. In both cases, geopolitical pressures sparked renewed interest in green industrial policymaking. However, procedural mechanisms for majoritarian decision-making in the U.S. Senate enabled the government to overcome partisan veto players and compelled the design of the IRA as a budgetary instrument centered on fiscal subsidies. By contrast, unanimity requirements in the EU's joint decision-making system prevented the Commission from overcoming Member State veto players in the Council, precluding supranational fiscal instruments and resulting in a regulation-based, decentralized approach via national state aid. The findings contribute to the burgeoning debates on the return of industrial policy and state activism by showing how political institutions contribute to shaping not only the scope but also the form of economic interventionism within different polities.
29. Title: Learning from the Past? EU Industrial Policy Challenges
Authors: Dimitri Zurstrassen
Abstract: The European Union's current pursuit of strategic autonomy and technological sovereignty through industrial policy initiatives occurs amid intensifying US-China competition, prompting new policy instruments and rhetoric that many scholars interpret as fundamental transformation in EU economic governance. However, historical analysis reveals striking parallels with the 1970s–1980s, when Europe confronted US technological dominance and Japanese competition. Drawing on historical institutionalist theory, extensive archival research, and seven interviews with key policymakers from the European Commission, this paper demonstrates how four interconnected structural constraints have maintained the EU's decentralized industrial policy governance across both periods. These constraints create what we term the “Competence Paradox”: external competitive pressures simultaneously create functional demands for centralized coordination while activating national sovereignty protection mechanisms that prevent such centralization. This analysis challenges interpretations of strategic autonomy as institutional transformation, revealing instead how external pressures generate innovation through institutional layering rather than governance transformation.
30. Title: Thailand's Rural Doctor Movement: Their Contributions and Challenges
Authors: Viroj Tangcharoensathien, Jongjit Rittirong, Pattraporn Chuenglertsiri, Pongthep Wongwatcharapaiboon, Joseph Harris
Abstract: Thailand's Rural Doctor Movement (RDM) is a “civic movement” organized by rural doctors who are officials in the Ministry of Public Health (MOPH). RDM's political consciousness and ideologies for social justice were cultivated by their exposures to student activism and repression in October 1973 and 1976 and fostered by the exposure to poverty and ill-health in rural communities while doing compulsory medical service in rural hospitals in the 1970s–1980s, following graduation from medical school. This perspective highlights two major contributions by RDM. First, it fought against the 1998 Drug Scandal and 2009 potential corruption in the MOPH through whistle-blowing role. Second, RDM advocated for legislation from various statutory bodies that support and fill the gap of MOPH. These bodies include the Thai Health Promotion Foundation, the National Health Security Office, and the National Health Commission Office. The legal mandates of these statutory bodies create conflicts with tobacco, alcohol and beverage industries, pharmaceutical industries and MOPH, which led to consistent efforts to roll back the influence of these para-statal health organizations formed and led by RDM advocates. RDM's role as whistle-blowers and advocates for the legislation of statutory bodies provides key lessons for practitioners and policymakers in developing countries. However, they need to adapt to their own policy contexts and policy actors and be agile to grasp the window of opportunity.
以下是书评：
31. Title: Trajectories of Governance: Tracing the Entanglements of Order and Violence in Peripheral Cities of Latin America by Viviana García Pinzón, Bristol: Bristol University Press, 2024. 280 pp. $41.99 (paperback). ISBN: 9781529236309
Authors: Qing Zhang
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Trajectories of Governance: Tracing the Entanglements of Order and Violence in Peripheral Cities of Latin America” by Viviana García Pinzón.
32. Title: The Welfare Workforce: Why Mental Health Care Varies Across Affluent Democracies by Isabel M. Perera, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2025. 288pp., $110 (hardcover). ISBN: 9781009499897.
Authors: Sarah D. Rozenblum
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Welfare Workforce: Why Mental Health Care Varies Across Affluent Democracies” by Isabel M. Perera.
33. Title: Autocracy, Inc.: The Dictators Who Want to Run the World July 23, 2024 by Anne Applebaum, Doubleday, 2024. 224 pp. ISBN: 978-0-385-54993-6
Authors: Muhammad Nadir Shabbir, Kainat Iftikhar, Duong Thuy Linh
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Autocracy, Inc.: The Dictators Who Want to Run the World July 23, 2024” by Anne Applebaum.
