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1. Title: Climate change vulnerability and the resilience of energy consumption
Authors: Xu Zhang, Shoufa Hu, Muhammad Abubakr Naeem, Abdul Rauf
Abstract: This study examines the influence of climate change vulnerability on the resilience of national energy consumption. We develop a novel measure of the resilience of energy consumption, considering both scale and temporal dimensions, and employ a panel data model to examine the impact of climate change vulnerability on this resilience. The findings indicate that, despite increasing global uncertainties, the resilience of energy consumption exhibits a rising trend in most countries. Climate change vulnerability exerts a significant negative effect on the resilience of energy consumption: a one-unit increase in climate change vulnerability results in a 0.4307-unit decrease in the absorption intensity of the resilience of energy consumption. Furthermore, through an in-depth analysis of its underlying mechanisms, we find that this impact primarily occurs through a weakening of energy supply, a reduction in energy intensity, the enhancement of governmental environmental regulations, a distortion of energy prices, and the instability of energy technologies. Our study contributes to the literature on energy supply and demand balance, specifically within the discourse on energy consumption in the face of climate change challenges. It broadens the concept of resilience to encompass energy consumption and introduces new resilience metrics, namely absorption intensity and absorption duration, thereby enhancing the comprehensiveness and comparability of resilience assessments. These findings are pivotal for improving strategic decision-making regarding energy in the context of increasing climate change challenges.
2. Title: Community norms, peer influence, and women’s digital financial inclusion: evidence from India
Authors: Rashmi Arora, Supriya Garikipati, Sukhpreet Kaur
Abstract: Despite rapid advances in digital finance, significant gender gaps persist, especially in South Asia. Using nationally representative data from India’s NFHS-5 survey (n = 84,213), this study explores how community norms and peer behavior shape women’s adoption of digital financial services. Employing a 2–2–1 multilevel moderated mediation model, we find that women are significantly more likely to engage in digital finance when embedded in communities with high peer usage, aligning with behavioral diffusion theory. However, this peer influence is curtailed in communities with restrictive gendered mobility norms. Our findings underscore the layered interaction between individual agency and community-level social structures. The study reveals that women’s employment and relative income foster digital adoption both directly and via increased peer exposure. Yet, this pathway weakens in socially restrictive environments. These insights highlight the necessity of norm-sensitive, community-level interventions to promote inclusive digital finance for women in low- and middle-income countries.
3. Title: A behavioral approach to social security compliance targeting self-employed workers in Brazil
Authors: Mariano Bosch, Danilo Silva, Juan M. Villa
Abstract: This paper examines a large-scale behavioral intervention to boost social security compliance among self-employed workers. In 2014, the Brazilian Ministry of Social Security gradually delivered mailed booklets to nearly 3 million self-employed workers, reminding them of their obligation to contribute to social security. We find that sending the booklet increased payments by 15 percent and compliance rates by 7 percentage points. This effect is concentrated in the delivery month and fades after three months, a pattern of action and backsliding. Heterogeneity in effects suggests that the impact was stronger in wealthier municipalities, consistent with the prepayment of multiple contributions and pointing to administrative simplification as the likely dominant mechanism. Our results highlight the potential of behavioral interventions to increase social security compliance in developing countries, particularly among the self-employed.
4. Title: Digging deep: Resource exploitation and higher education
Authors: Lenin H. Balza, Camilo De Los Rios, Nathaly M. Rivera
Abstract: Do resource-extraction booms deter postsecondary education? We explore this question by examining the higher education-related decisions of Chilean high school graduates during the 2000s commodities boom. Mineral extraction boosts enrollment in technical education but lowers completion rates for four-year professional degrees. Effects vary by economic background, with dropout rates higher among public high school graduates, who typically serve low-income groups. Our study highlights the unequal impact of natural resources on human capital accumulation across income groups within resource-rich developing economies.
5. Title: Can indigenous political representation improve forest conservation? India’s experience
Authors: Bina Agarwal, Shamindra Nath Roy, Shiva Chakravarti Sharma
Abstract: Can political representation by indigenous communities – often seen as stewards of forests – help enhance forest conservation? Or would indigenous political control over forests catalyse greater extraction for revenue gains? Does the level of representation matter? This paper addresses these under-researched questions, drawing on India’s multi-layered enactments which granted Scheduled Tribes political representation, and hence influence over local resources including forests, in constituencies reserved for them in state assemblies and village councils.
Taking Chhattisgarh state as an example, geospatial technologies are used for accessing forest cover, village boundaries, and village characteristics, to compare the state’s 20,000-odd villages across diverse reserved and unreserved categories, over almost two decades, 2001–2019. It differentiates between Assembly Constituency (AC) reservations and PESA (Panchayat Extension to Scheduled Areas) reservations – the former at the assembly level, the latter at the village council level – and between delimitation time periods.
Over 2001–2019, village area under forest cover is found to have increased by almost 240,000 ha for the 10,554 ever-reserved villages, constituting four times the increase in never-reserved villages. Also, over 2009–2019, regression analysis (using different specifications) shows that relative to never-reserved villages the likelihood of an increase in percentage village area under forest cover was significantly greater in solely AC reserved villages, but significantly lower in solely PESA villages. Rural non-village forests also improved under AC reservation. This suggests a policy win–win for assembly-level representation in promoting both social inclusion and conservation. Divergent interests could, however, stymie village-level outcomes, needing additional incentives to conserve. These results also hold lessons for other countries with large forest areas and substantial indigenous populations.
6. Title: Decentralization and the persistence of centralized power in Liberia
Authors: Viljar Haavik, Alessio Iocchi
Abstract: Why have decentralization reforms in Liberia, despite consistent external support, repeatedly faltered? The conventional explanation of lacking political ownership, rooted in corruption and elite self-interest, offers only a partial answer, risking circularity: reforms fail because of the very governance deficits they seek to address. Drawing on original fieldwork, this article explores how a perceived lack of political ownership is enacted in practice. It argues that Liberian political and bureaucratic elites are strategically choosing not to ‘own’ reforms to balance domestic political risks and donor expectations, producing a ‘twisted win-win’ dynamic. This concept helps unpack how a “lack of ownership” in Liberia functions in practice: state actors demonstrate limited commitment to sustain donor support while minimizing threats to entrenched power structures and privileges, and donors accept ‘good enough’ progress to satisfy institutional and reporting needs. The result is a dynamic that sustains piecemeal reform without altering the underlying neopatrimonial order. Liberia showcases how political ownership in aid-dependent contexts is relational, bounded, and co-produced rather than being merely absent.
7. Title: ICT diffusion, gender inclusion, and structural transformation in Africa: A synergistic analysis for sustainable development
Authors: Ekene ThankGod Emeka, Simplice A. Asongu, Vanessa S. Tchamyou
Abstract: The purpose of this study is twofold: First, to investigate the unconditional impact of gender inclusion on Africa’s structural transformation. Second, to investigate the role of ICT diffusion in moderating the impact of gender inclusion on Africa’s structural transformation. The analysis focuses on 48 African countries, utilizing data from 2010 to 2023. The Generalized Method of Moments (GMM) is employed as the baseline estimation technique, with the Driscoll-Kraay Fixed Effects regression adopted as a robustness check. To enhance policy relevance, gender inclusion is measured using indicators like female labor force participation, female political representation, female self-employment, and female employment. ICT diffusion is examined in terms of access, usage, and skills. The estimation strategy is designed to interact various components of ICT diffusion with gender inclusion indicators, to positively influence Africa’s structural transformation. The study finds that, although gender inclusion has an unconditional negative impact on Africa’s structural transformation, ICT diffusion serves as a positive moderating factor, mitigating this adverse effect. Specifically, the ICT diffusion thresholds required to offset the negative impact of gender inclusion on structural transformation are as follows: (i) for manufacturing value-added, 8.23%–11.33% for ICT usage, 11.67% for ICT access, 185%–195% for ICT skills and 1.89% for overall ICT diffusion and (ii) for industrial value added, 6.78%–13.18% for ICT usage and 6.67% for ICT access. The policy implications of these findings are discussed in alignment with the African Union’s Agenda 2063 and the Sustainable Development Goals.
8. Title: Insuring those who bear the risk: The impact of gender-inclusive framing on insurance uptake in Kenya
Authors: Julian Arteaga, Michael R Carter, Andrew Hobbs
Abstract: Most insurance for crop and livestock loss that has been developed in low income countries protects against shocks in traditionally male spheres of economic activity. Often overlooked are women, the particularities of their indirect exposure to these shocks, and their socially constructed responsibility to manage family well-being. To fill this lacuna, this paper studies the effect of a low-cost intervention that reformulates a male-focused livestock insurance contract so that it addresses women’s risks and is sold in units that are commensurate with women’s expenditure responsibilities. We measure the effect of this contractual reformulation using a randomized trial amongst pastoralist communities in Kenya. Twenty-nine percent of previously subsidized households that received the novel, gender-inclusive contractual formulation purchased insurance (without subsidy), compared to nineteen percent of previously subsidized households offered insurance under the standard male-exclusive formulation. Households that had not received prior insurance subsidies purchased no insurance, irrespective of the inclusivity of the insurance design. Protecting women, their assets, and those who depend on them ultimately requires a combination of smart subsidies and gender-inclusive insurance design.
9. Title: Climate stressors and rural incomes: multi-country evidence on wealth, gender, and age disparities
Authors: Nicholas J. Sitko, Irene Staffieri, Jan Martin Rossi, Esther Heesemann, ... Carlo Azzarri
Abstract: Wealth status, gender, and age are widely acknowledged to influence a person’s vulnerability to climate stressors. However, there is a lack of multicounty evidence to quantify the magnitude and nature of these vulnerabilities, particularly in rural areas. Using cross-sectional household survey data from 24 countries combined with georeferenced temperature and precipitation data, we estimate the differential effects of extreme precipitation, extreme heat, and long-run temperature changes on the total, on-farm, and off-farm incomes of poor households, households headed by women and younger people in rural areas, relative to their comparison groups. We show that every day of extreme heat is associated with a reduction of the total income of poor and female-headed households by between 0.8 and 1.5 per cent, respectively, relative to non-poor and male-headed households. Conversely, households headed by younger people increase their total incomes relative to households headed by older people when extreme events occur through relative increases in off-farm income. Moreover, we show that a 1 degree Celsius increase in long-run average temperatures compels poor rural households to rely more heavily on agricultural income sources, compared to non-poor households, while female headed households lose 37 per cent more of their income relative to male-headed households. We conclude that income vulnerabilities to climate stressors in rural areas are diverse and distinct, and that addressing these differences is essential for achieving our collective ambition to reduce global poverty in the context of climate change.
10. Title: On risk-based poverty traps
Authors: Christopher B. Barrett, Heather Schofield
Abstract: Much development policy has followed from the idea of poverty traps, the belief that the poor (and poor countries) lack capital and the ability to borrow, thus cannot invest sufficiently to build a better future for themselves. Poverty is thus self-reinforcing. This essay explores a complementary, alternate hypothesis, that poverty traps may be driven not only by lack of access to capital, but also (or instead) by differential exposure to uninsured risk and ability to cope with that risk. We explain the hypothesis and its historical roots, discuss empirical evidence, and tease out prospective solutions to the possibility of risk-based poverty traps.
11. Title: Studying economic black holes: Lessons from North Korea
Authors: Stephan Haggard, Kyoochul Kim, Munseob Lee
Abstract: Some economies are “black holes” where reliable data is scarce due to government control, low capacity, or conflict. Despite these challenges, researchers have found ways to gather useful information. This paper draws on the literature on North Korea to review six key methods: satellite imagery, reports from aid agencies, trade data, prices, refugee surveys, and official documents. These sources are imperfect, and require close attention to research design and measurement error. Nonetheless, they demonstrate that it is possible to extract information from economic black holes and to draw meaningful insights about them.
12. Title: On Violent Conflict, Land Scarcity, and Power in an urban Frontier in Congo
Authors: Kasper Hoffmann, Christian Lund, Eric Batumike Banyanga, Alice Mugoli Nalunva, Mariève Pouliot
Abstract: The relationship between land and violent conflict in Africa has long been a focal point for scholarly inquiry and development policy. According to an influential neo-Malthusian narrative, violent land conflicts erupt when land scarcity, population pressure, and state failure combine. In this paper we join a growing corpus of researchers arguing that the links between violent conflict and land scarcity are not linear, but embedded in complex and entangled social, economic and political processes. Using an extended case-study approach we explore land disputes in the Panzi neighbourhood of Bukavu, which is situated in the conflict-affected eastern part of the Democratic Republic of Congo and appears to embody a neo-Malthusian crisis. We present three main findings. Based on our research, we conclude that land scarcity functions as a contextual amplifier, rather than a direct cause of violent conflict. However, more research and conceptual work is needed to better understand this link.
13. Title: Introduction to special issue: The policy consequences of social movements
Authors: Santiago Anria, Candelaria Garay, Jessica A.J. Rich
Abstract: Over the past decade, social movements have driven transformative political and social change across the globe—from the Arab Spring to feminist victories in Latin America and diversity and inclusion efforts in the United States. Yet many of these gains have been swiftly reversed, underscoring a critical challenge: ensuring not just the adoption of new policies but their long-term survival. This special issue explores how social movements work to entrench the very policies they help bring about, ensuring these policies take root. Social movements often pursue entrenchment by occupying key bureaucratic positions, applying pressure and persuasion, and building alliances with political parties. The five articles in this issue examine these strategies across diverse cases in the Global South, offering broader insights into how movements sustain change over time. Together, they provide a framework for understanding the enduring role of activism in shaping, defending, and entrenching progressive policies.
14. Title: The order behind disorder: informality, power, and the resilience of a transport policy trap in Lima, Peru
Authors: Eduardo Dargent, Skarlet Olivera
Abstract: Massive internal migration in the sixties, a severe economic and social crisis in the eighties, and a radical neoliberal transport reform adopted in 1991 (Legislative Decree N° 651–1991) led to the emergence of a disorganized, inefficient, and costly transport system in Lima, Peru. In dialogue with the business power and policy feedback literature, we show that this system is rooted in the empowerment of leading private formal and informal transport actors and in the weakening of state transport control offices. These arrangements constitute what experts call a “policy trap,” a situation in which a trajectory is adopted that is difficult to escape due to prior reforms, public policies, and/or government decisions (Holland, 2017). This article analyzes two reform attempts to break the policy trap: the Integrated Transportation System (SIT) reform of 2011 and the creation of the Urban Transport Authority (ATU) in 2018. By focusing on the implementation of these reforms, we demonstrate the structural and instrumental power of informal and low-quality formal actors that sustain the system’s continuity, particularly their successful strategies of resistance and adaptation to the reforms. We document how these actors engage politically to oppose the implementation of reforms, lobby and support political actors who can represent their interests, and adopt new modes of informal transport to circumvent or profit from the new conditions promoted by the reforms. These findings exemplify the considerable challenges that middle- and low-income states face in adopting and sustaining reforms to regulate informal activities, such as transport.
15. Title: Dutch disease and the resource curse: the progression of views from exchange rates to women’s agency and well-being
Authors: Nidhiya Menon, Yana van der Meulen Rodgers
Abstract: This article provides an overview of the history of economic thought on natural resource extraction, which has long been considered an enclave industry with few benefits for areas beyond the local economy. We focus on more recent scholarship examining the social impacts of natural resource extraction, emphasizing gender-related outcomes and determinants. An important lesson from this scholarship is that it is difficult to discuss sustainable development in its contemporary sense without paying due diligence to the gender dimensions of natural resource extraction. A lesson highlighted is that the “resource curse” view of natural capital may not be as pervasive as previously thought.
16. Title: What we have learned since Rostow
Authors: François Bourguignon, Jean-Philippe Platteau
Abstract: This short paper is an attempt to highlight the path trodden by development economists and scholars since Rostow published his famous book “The Take-Off into Self-Sustaining Growth”. It proceeds along three major themes: prerequisites or endogenous outcomes; abrupt and gradual changes; and the possibility of non-monotonous development. Its central conclusion is that significant advances have consisted of explorations of incremental changes and their interaction with abrupt shifts, and of applications of political economics to development, including investigations of the political sources of reform stalemate. The authors argue that these new approaches have enabled us to make progress toward a better understanding of the deep factors underpinning development successes or failures, whether temporary or more permanent.
