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1. Title: The Resilience of Self-reliance in China: Autonomy, Interdependence and Order-shaping
Authors: Amy King, Wenting He
Abstract: The idea of “self-reliance” has endured in Chinese political discourse for nearly a century, transcending profound changes in China’s political, economic and strategic circumstances. Although it is frequently misinterpreted as economic isolation or autarky, the idea of self-reliance in China has always acknowledged the country’s engagement with the global economy. Drawing on the discursive institutionalist concept of ideational resilience, we show that self-reliance comprises three interlocking elements: autonomy, interdependence and order-shaping. While these sit in tension with one another, they have also accommodated one another since the earliest articulations of the idea. This tripartite structure has enabled Chinese leaders since the Republican era to reinterpret and usefully deploy the idea of self-reliance. Our findings underscore the resilience of Chinese foreign economic policy ideas, as well as the ideational logic behind Xi Jinping’s seemingly contradictory pursuit of technological self-reliance, open global markets and greater connectivity with the developing world.
2. Title: Ideology Without Unity: The Rhizomatic Logic of Xi Jinping Thought
Authors: Jean Christopher Mittelstaedt
Abstract: This article reconceptualizes Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics (Xi Thought hereafter) not as a coherent doctrine but as a rhizomatic ideological formation. Drawing on the work of Gilles Deleuze and Félix Guattari, it treats Xi Thought as a configuration in which coherence is not presupposed but produced through the continual recombining of fragments across institutional sites. Based on an analysis of official publications, including collected works, excerpt volumes and study readers, the article shows how Xi’s speeches are disassembled and reassembled across domains such as law, economy, diplomacy and culture. These recompositions render ideology modular and resilient, allowing elements to be activated, re-weighted or sidelined without destabilizing the system as a whole. The article further argues that ideological coherence is generated through distributed and compulsory participation by Party and state actors, who are required to embed fragments of Xi Thought into institutional practice. Conceptualizing Xi Thought as a rhizome shifts analysis from doctrinal meaning to the operational logic through which ideology acquires administrative force within the Chinese party-state.
3. Title: Bureaucratic Restructuring and the State-led (De-)Financialization of Local Governance in China
Authors: Xuchen Zhang, Fenghua Pan
Abstract: State-led financialization has emerged as a salient feature of local governance in China, yet it remains underexplored through the lens of bureaucratic restructuring. This paper traces the evolution of local financial agencies since 2002 through four distinct stages: local financial offices (jinrongban), financial bureaus (jinrongju), financial regulatory bureaus (jinrong jianguanju) and financial commissions (jinrongwei). Initially, local governments established jinrongban to harness financial capital for regional development. By proactively connecting local firms with capital markets to facilitate corporate listings, they embedded financial logic into local governance, reflecting local state-led financialization. Subsequently, the central government formalized these bodies into jinrongju with expanded mandates, deepening state-led financialization. Later, it systematically devolved regulatory responsibilities and renamed them jinrong jianguanju, elevating regulatory functions to a top priority, illustrating how the central government selectively steered the direction of financialization. Ultimately, provincial agencies were reorganized into jinrongwei and stripped of development functions, while city-level counterparts were largely closed, signifying a shift towards central state-led de-financialization. This trajectory was driven by shifting central–local dynamics, as early bottom-up initiatives were superseded by top-down control. The bureaucratic restructuring examined in this study offers new insights into the state-led (de-)financialization of local governance in China.
4. Title: Explaining China’s High Welfare Spending: Local Models and Drivers of Fiscally Oriented Affordable Housing
Authors: Ge Xin, Hanyu Chen
Abstract: While the world has been undergoing a global wave of welfare retrenchment since the turn of the 21st century, China’s spending on welfare provision has grown remarkably. Through a comparative study of the public housing provision programmes in two districts within the same municipality, this paper explores models of fiscally oriented public housing provision and their underlying driving forces. Drawing on data from archives, interviews and intensive fieldwork conducted in south-west China from 2014 to 2018, we identify two prominent public housing models: the entrepreneurial model and the extractive model. We propose that the choice of different welfare provision approaches is linked to local fiscal pressures and the target responsibility system. This paper sheds light on the structure of political incentives within China’s local governments in relation to public service provision and explores how local leaders improve public welfare in a non-Western setting.
5. Title: Governing through Visibility: Local Government Experimentation with Internet Celebrity Cities in China
Authors: Lu Liu, Yahua Wang
Abstract: The rise of internet celebrity cities has become one of the most striking phenomena in China since 2021. How do local governments respond and harness this trend to advance their development goals? This study focuses on local experimentation in creating such cities, drawing on the case of the Village Football Super League (Cun chao 村超) in Guizhou. We identify policy entrepreneurship as a key driver of local experimentation and highlight three core strategies for creating internet celebrity cities: crafting local symbols, co-producing viral content and mitigating public opinion risk. Further analysis shows that this experimentation, by attracting massive public attention, simultaneously promotes economic growth, strengthens social cohesion, reinforces state narratives and projects China’s national image onto the global stage. Overall, the findings suggest an emerging model in which public attention becomes a core resource for local development and governance in China’s digital era.
6. Title: From Contention to Clientelism: Evidence from the Ten-Year Fishing Ban in China
Authors: Jingping Liu
Abstract: How do ordinary Chinese people circumvent unpopular state policies? The existing literature primarily focuses on resistance against local bureaucrats. Drawing on ethnographic research on the ten-year fishing ban in the Yangtze River Basin, this article finds that fishermen (clients) continue to fish by maintaining patron–client relationships with the enforcers of the fishing ban (patrons). Ordinary fishermen seek the protection of enforcers through bribery. Enhanced state monitoring under the fishing ban facilitates bribery-based clientelism by weakening the fishermen’s everyday resistance, but it also constrains the power of enforcers by increasing the risk that their corruption will be discovered by upper-level authorities. For extremely poor fishermen, who are barely able to afford to pay bribes, their daily acts of resistance are morally justified by the need for subsistence safety, presenting enforcers with a dilemma: they must fulfil their law enforcement duties while also ensuring the survival of these individuals to maintain social stability. Therefore, cultivating a clientelist relationship with impoverished fishermen enables enforcers to manage their noncompliance, thereby balancing these conflicting goals. While clientelism protects people from unpopular policies to some extent, it more fundamentally strengthens the power of local bureaucrats, creating the potential for greater exploitation and larger-scale popular grievances in the long run.
7. Title: Promoting Meritocracy through Recognition: The Post-recognition Career Trajectories of China’s Model County Party Secretaries
Authors: Weilin Xiao, Haoyue Hu, Cai (Vera) Zuo
Abstract: The increasingly proactive role of central authority in managing subprovincial leaders is understudied and our understanding of the function of political recognition in contemporary China remains inadequate. By adopting an expanded view of political meritocracy and using difference-in-differences analysis of original data about China’s model county Party secretaries, we demonstrate the ramifications of political recognition in generating a merit-based fast track and find that the recognition of model county Party secretaries has a lasting positive impact on recipients’ subsequent career advancement, although this impact is uneven. These findings enhance our understanding of the role of centrally bestowed political honours in promoting meritocracy, the non-institutionalized soft measures in shaping political incentives and the central–local interaction in the dynamics of political recognition in contemporary China.
8. Title: Solving Agency Problems in Chinese Universities: Academics in the Shadow of the Party’s Declared Leadership
Authors: Alexandra Kaiser
Abstract: How does the party-state exercise leadership over universities and manage the individuals embedded in the university system without restraining their capacity for excellence and innovation? I argue that the presidential responsibility system has resolved a fundamental agency problem in Chinese universities. The system is supported by a set of mechanisms designed to enforce loyalty to the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party. It can easily adapt to political changes and thus maintain authoritarian rule without compromising the overarching agenda of research excellence.
9. Title: Political Satire and the Decline of Discourse Quality: Evidence from China’s Online Public Sphere
Authors: Xiaotong Chen, Tianru Guan
Abstract: Extensive research has examined whether political satire promotes or suppresses political discussion, but far less attention has been paid to how it shapes discourse quality. This study investigates the impact of political satire on discourse quality by scrutinizing the substance of online discussions in a non-democratic context. Drawing on manual content analysis of discussions on a major Chinese social media platform surrounding China’s controversial policy to raise the age of retirement, we analysed original posts and subsequent replies (N = 3,400) to assess the impact of satire on online political talk. The results show that political satire significantly decreases topic relevance and rationality, while exerting no significant effect on civility, and virtually precludes argument reciprocity. These findings contribute theoretically by shifting the focus from whether satire stimulates political engagement to how it influences the substantive quality of deliberation. They also invite a reassessment of the often-overemphasized optimistic role of political satire, highlighting its potential to erode rational and constructive discourse.
10. Title: Desperate Acts of Democracy: Identity Threat, Autocratization and Voter Turnout in Hong Kong
Authors: Lev Nachman, Nathan Kar Ming Chan, Chit Wai John Mok
Abstract: How does identity threat affect mass political participation during times of autocratization? Building on social identity and group threat literatures, we theorize that perceived threats to Hong Konger identity increase voter turnout; however, the political salience of this threat is contingent on the degree of autocratization. We test this argument utilizing the case of Hong Kong, whose ongoing incorporation into the People’s Republic of China (PRC) has entered an unprecedented era of autocratization. We argue that threats to Hong Konger identity came to mobilize voter participation, especially as autocratization progressed in Hong Kong. Hong Kongers resisted during this period of political change through their intention to turn out to vote. We conducted three original experiments during different transitionary periods of Hong Kong’s autocratic shift. We find that priming identity threat had no effect on voter turnout before Hong Kong’s autocratic divergence. However, once more extreme forms of autocratization began, Hong Kongers assigned to an identical identity threat treatment were substantially more likely to report a higher likelihood of voting. This mobilizing effect persisted in a third experiment. Our results suggest a paradox where citizens’ propensity to vote increases when faced with perceived shrinking opportunities to participate in elections during times of authoritarian transition.
11. Title: China’s Internal Security Spending: An Assessment of New Data
Authors: Sheena Chestnut Greitens
Abstract: Internal security has been a governance priority under Xi Jinping. How does China’s budget reflect this prioritization? This research report presents updated data on China’s internal security spending, 1992–2022, revealing a mix of continuity and change. Domestic security expenditure continues to rise, more than doubling from 2012 to 2022, but has risen mostly in proportion to the People’s Republic of China’s overall expenditure. The balance between central and local expenditure has shifted further towards local spending, which, in the context of rising local fiscal constraint, may increase pressure on local public security bureaus. The Ministry of Public Security continues to receive the largest share of domestic security spending, while the proportion of internal security spending allocated to the People’s Armed Police (PAP) has decreased, probably reflecting the reorganization of the PAP in 2017–2018. Spending per capita and relative to GDP continues to be higher in locations that are politically sensitive, including Beijing, Tibet and Xinjiang.
12. Title: Discovering Controversies through Reversions: A Text-based Analysis of China’s Two-phase Bill Changes
Authors: Jiying Jiang
Abstract: This study uncovers hidden disputes in China’s law-making process by systematically tracking bill changes across executive and legislative phases. Utilizing an original dataset of 45 executive-initiated bills (2008–2023), it identifies a consistent pattern of reversions – instances where executive-approved changes to draft bills were overridden in the legislature – revealing the National People’s Congress to be a key policy battleground. Reversions are concentrated in bills concerning health, safety and environment, often involving scope, regulatory frameworks and legal liability. Combined with qualitative case studies, these findings demonstrate the legislature’s crucial role in facilitating monitoring and negotiation in the policy process, offering new insights into executive–legislative dynamics in China’s single-party regime.
13. Title: How the Chinese Public Perceives South-East Asia: Affinity, Annoyance and Apprehension
Authors: Enze Han
Abstract: This article explores how the Chinese public perceives South-East Asia. Using original survey data collected in China, it suggests three perceptual frames. The “affinity” frame, which is rooted in historical Chinese migration and diaspora ties, generates feelings of kinship and cultural connection. Conversely, the “annoyance” frame stems from contemporary geopolitical tensions, particularly South China Sea disputes, where several South-East Asian countries are viewed as provocateurs challenging China’s regional authority. The “apprehension” frame characterizes the region as exotic yet dangerous, a perception reinforced by recent cyber scams and criminal activities targeting Chinese citizens, creating stereotypes of South-East Asia as lawless and unsafe. The article analyses the survey data for the statistical distribution of these frames and discusses their political implications. By exploring how historical ties, geopolitical tensions and security concerns simultaneously shape Chinese public opinion, the article illuminates the complex perceptual landscape that may influence China’s diplomatic and economic relations with South-East Asia.
以下是书评：
14. Title: Forever Hong Kong: A Global City’s Decolonization Struggle Ching Kwan Lee. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2025. 344 pp. £37.95 (hbk). ISBN 9780674290198
Authors: Samson Yuen
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Forever Hong Kong: A Global City’s Decolonization Struggle” by Ching Kwan Lee.
15. Title: The Broken China Dream: How Reform Revived Totalitarianism Minxin Pei. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2026. 327 pp. $29.95; £25.00 (hbk). ISBN 9780691223339
Authors: Samantha A. Vortherms
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Broken China Dream: How Reform Revived Totalitarianism” by Minxin Pei.
16. Title: Institutional Genes: Origins of China’s Institutions and Totalitarianism Chenggang Xu. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2025. 800 pp. £45.00 (hbk). ISBN 9781108841696
Authors: Jean Christopher Mittelstaedt
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Institutional Genes: Origins of China’s Institutions and Totalitarianism” by Chenggang Xu.
17. Title: Towards Financial Superpower: China’s Financial Industry and Its Road to Internationalization Lerong Lu. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2025. 272 pp. £84.00 (hbk). ISBN 9780198948537
Authors: Andrew J. Sinclair
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Towards Financial Superpower: China’s Financial Industry and Its Road to Internationalization” by Lerong Lu.
18. Title: A Casebook on Chinese Outbound Investment: Law, Policy, and Business Edited by Matthew S. Erie. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2025. xix + 335 pp. £26.99 (pbk, also available Open Access). ISBN 9781009457811
Authors: Julia Qin
Abstract: The article reviews the book “A Casebook on Chinese Outbound Investment: Law, Policy, and Business” by Matthew S. Erie.
19. Title: Silicon Elsewhere: Nairobi, Global China, and the Promise of Techno-Capital Andrea Pollio. Oakland: University of California Press, 2026. xv + 218 pp. $34.95 (pbk). ISBN 9780520413085 - The Transsion Approach: Translating Chinese Mobile Technology in Africa Miao Lu. Urbana, Chicago and Springfield: University of Illinois Press, 2025. xii + 176 pp. $28.00 (pbk). ISBN 9780252089046
Authors: Yabo Wu
Abstract: The article reviews these books “Silicon Elsewhere: Nairobi, Global China, and the Promise of Techno-Capital” by Andrea Pollio and “The Transsion Approach: Translating Chinese Mobile Technology in Africa” by Miao Lu.
20. Title: China and African Parliaments Innocent Batsani-Ncube. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2025. 235 pp. 256 pp. £84.00 (hbk). ISBN 9780198922292
Authors: David Emmanuel Kiwuwa
Abstract: The article reviews the book “China and African Parliaments” by Innocent Batsani-Ncube.
21. Title: Backlash: China’s Struggle for Influence in Central Asia Bradley Jardine and Edward Lemon. London: Hurst Publishers, 2025. 359 pp. £35.00 (pbk). ISBN 9781805263043
Authors: Elizabeth Wishnick
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Backlash: China’s Struggle for Influence in Central Asia” by Bradley Jardine and Edward Lemon.
22. Title: China’s Strategic Culture and Cross-Strait Relations: A Perilous Triangle Neil Munro and Duanyi Yi. London and New York: Routledge, 2026. 146 pp. £155.00; $200.00 (hbk). ISBN 9781032832210
Authors: Dalton Lin
Abstract: The article reviews the book “China’s Strategic Culture and Cross-Strait Relations: A Perilous Triangle” by Neil Munro and Duanyi Yi.
23. Title: Chinese Encounters with America: Journeys That Shaped the Future of China Edited by Deborah Davis and Terry Lautz. New York: Columbia University Press, 2025. 392 pp. $30.00; £25.00 (pbk). ISBN 9780231217187
Authors: Joshua Hong Yi Tan
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Chinese Encounters with America: Journeys That Shaped the Future of China” by Deborah Davis and Terry Lautz.
24. Title: China’s Mahan: Admiral Liu Huaqing and the Rise of the Modern Chinese Navy Xiaobing Li. Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press, 2026. 312 pp. $44.95 (hbk). ISBN 9781682479605
Authors: Andrew S. Erickson
Abstract: The article reviews the book “China’s Mahan: Admiral Liu Huaqing and the Rise of the Modern Chinese Navy” by Xiaobing Li.
25. Title: Transborder Fugitives, Extradition, and Political Crimes in Modern China Jenny Huangfu Day. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2026. 301 pp. £95.00 (hbk). ISBN 9781009456081
Authors: Franziska Plümmer
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Transborder Fugitives, Extradition, and Political Crimes in Modern China” by Jenny Huangfu Day.
26. Title: Reinventing Examination and the State in Twentieth-Century China and Taiwan Shiuon Chu. Cambridge MA: Harvard University Press, 2025. xi + 283 pp. £41.95 (hbk). ISBN 9780674302570
Authors: Edward Vickers
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Reinventing Examination and the State in Twentieth-Century China and Taiwan” by Shiuon Chu.
27. Title: Family Change and Family Policies in Contemporary China: Traditions and Transcendence Hu Zhan. London and New York: Routledge, 2026. 290 pp. £145.00 (hbk). ISBN 9781032916583
Authors: Stuart Gietel-Basten
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Family Change and Family Policies in Contemporary China: Traditions and Transcendence” by Hu Zhan.
28. Title: Becoming Digital Citizens: Disability, ICTs, and Citizenship in Contemporary China Yuanyuan Qu. New York: Oxford University Press, 2025. xii + 222 pp. £64.00 (hbk). ISBN 9780197774823
Authors: Dong Lin
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Becoming Digital Citizens: Disability, ICTs, and Citizenship in Contemporary China” by Yuanyuan Qu.
29. Title: Ecological and Environmental Turns: (Re)mapping China’s Sociocultural Landscape through Ecocinema Shuqin Cui. New York: Cambria Press, 2025. 382 pp. $129.99 (hbk). ISBN 9781638573296
Authors: Kiu-wai Chu
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Ecological and Environmental Turns: (Re)mapping China’s Sociocultural Landscape through Ecocinema” by Shuqin Cui.
30. Title: Fangirls, Youth Political Participation and Nationalism in Contemporary China Ronggang Chen. Liverpool: Liverpool University Press, 2025. 223 pp. £100.00 (hbk). ISBN 9781836245780
Authors: Jonathan Sullivan
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Fangirls, Youth Political Participation and Nationalism in Contemporary China” by Ronggang Chen.
31. Title: A Hundred Flowers: How Literature Shaped Maoism Dayton Lekner. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2026. xii + 268 pp. US$130.00 (ebook). ISBN 9781009600538
Authors: Chang-tai Hung
Abstract: The article reviews the book “A Hundred Flowers: How Literature Shaped Maoism” by Dayton Lekner.
32. Title: When Food Became Scarce: How Chinese Peasants Survived the Great Leap Forward Famine Yixin Chen. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2024. 338 pp. $59.95 (hbk). ISBN 9781501776380
Authors: Kimberley Ens Manning
Abstract: The article reviews the book “When Food Became Scarce: How Chinese Peasants Survived the Great Leap Forward Famine” by Yixin Chen.
33. Title: Mao’s Final Legacies and the Sino-Vietnamese War, 1971–79 Chenyi Wang. Vancouver: UBC Press, 2026. 262 pp. CA$75.00 (hbk). ISBN 9780774872546
Authors: Qiang Zhai
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Mao’s Final Legacies and the Sino-Vietnamese War, 1971–79” by Chenyi Wang.
34. Title: Grains of Conflict: The Struggle for Food in China’s Total War, 1937–1945 Jennifer Yip. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2025. 290 pp. £90.00 (hbk). ISBN 9781009601320
Authors: Sherman Xiaogang Lai
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Grains of Conflict: The Struggle for Food in China’s Total War, 1937–1945” by Jennifer Yip.
