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1. Title: The Social Integration of International Migrants: Evidence from the Networks of Syrians in Germany.
Authors: Bailey, Michael; Johnston, Drew; Koenen, Martin; Kuchler, Theresa; Russel, Dominic; Stroebel, Johannes...
Abstract: We use Facebook data to study Syrian migrants' social integration in Germany, establishing five findings: (1) Migrants' social integration varies across regions, driven by causal, place-based effects. (2) This spatial variation reflects how frequently Germans befriend neighbors and how likely they are to befriend migrants versus other Germans. Using a mover's design, we show that both factors are shaped more by local institutions and policies than by persistent native characteristics. (3) Integration courses boost intergroup friending rates. (4) Migrants receive help from Germans, such as finding jobs or housing. (5) Germans quasi-randomly exposed to migrants in high school are likelier to befriend migrants later.
2. Title: Indirect Persuasion.
Authors: Deb, Rahul; Pai, Mallesh M.; Said, Maher
Abstract: We provide an organizational economics foundation for commitment to information structures in persuasion. An uninformed principal faces a joint screening-and-persuasion problem: she wants to influence a receiver's belief about a payoff-relevant state using information elicited from a privately informed agent. The agent's messages are publicly observed, so the principal cannot commit to a garbling of private communications. We show that commitment only to an employment contract with the agent permits the principal to implement the optimal unconstrained intermediation scheme. We apply our result to a brokerage contracting with sell-side analysts, where private communication is constrained by conflict-of-interest regulations, showing that public investment rating schemes can sidestep these regulations.
3. Title: The End of the American Dream? Inequality and Segregation in US Cities.
Authors: Fogli, Alessandra; Guerrieri, Veronica; Ponder, Mark; Prato, Marta...
Abstract: Since the 1980s, the United States has experienced both an increase in income inequality and a rise in residential segregation by income. We develop a general equilibrium model with residential choice, where segregation and inequality amplify each other because of a local spillover affecting educational returns. We calibrate the model to a representative US metro in 1980 and use the micro estimates of neighborhood exposure effects in Chetty and Hendren (2018b) to discipline the spillover. We then explore the economy's response to an unexpected skill premium shock and show that segregation played a significant role in amplifying the increase in inequality.
4. Title: Efficiency and Redistribution in Environmental Policy: An Equilibrium Analysis of Agricultural Supply Chains.
Authors: Domínguez-Iino, Tomás
Abstract: I build an empirical model of the South American agricultural sector to show how environmental policy is transmitted along a supply chain when regulation at the externality's source is infeasible. Given obstacles to a first-best carbon tax on farmers, I show how second-best alternatives—downstream agribusiness taxes—reduce upstream emissions, but their effectiveness is limited by poor targeting while also being regressive. Agribusiness monopsony power worsens targeting by lowering pass-through to upstream farmers in uncompetitive and emissions-intense regions, thus eroding the Pigouvian signal where social cost is highest. By contrast, small-scale but well-targeted upstream interventions perform robustly when markets face preexisting distortions.
5. Title: How Cultural Diversity Drives Innovation: Surnames and Patents in US History.
Authors: Posch, Max; Schulz, Jonathan; Henrich, Joseph
Abstract: This paper examines the impact of cultural diversity on innovation. Focusing on the United States from 1850 to 1940, we develop a novel surname-based measure of cultural diversity and combine this with patent data. Leveraging quasi-random variation in counties' surname compositions driven by historical immigration, we find that rising diversity increased both the quantity and the quality of innovation within counties and for individual inventors. Examining mechanisms, we provide evidence suggesting that greater surname diversity accelerated innovation both by expanding the range of ideas, skills, and perspectives available for recombination and by fostering the diverse social interactions that facilitate idea sharing.
