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1. Title: A wider view of shared transportation: Assessing the socioemotional costs and benefits of sharing in and sharing out
Authors: Julene, Paul. 
Abstract: Urban planning scholars and policymakers promote shared mobility as a way to reduce congestion and carbon emissions. When doing so, they primarily stress modes like public transit, carshare, bike-share, and ridehail. These are instances where people share vehicles with strangers via market-based interactions or by using public goods. Yet research indicates that in many countries, especially the USA, a substantial portion of vehicle sharing involves sharing among family members, friends, and acquaintances. Meanwhile, planning scholars emphasize the time-related and financial costs of sharing. This overlooks the importance of the subjective experience of sharing, which actively shapes individuals’ willingness and/or reluctance to share. Despite the significance of these factors, the literature has not adequately addressed them. In this critical review, I synthesize literature from sociology, psychology, economics, and anthropology to provide a holistic view of shared transportation. I then establish a typology of vehicle sharing that differentiates between “sharing in” with known persons versus “sharing out” with strangers. I also examine the socioemotional incentives behind sharing—as well as the impediments hindering it—and their relevance for these categories. The novel sharing typology provides a new lens through which to understand the challenges of addressing barriers to sharing. This debates paper is timely as planners and policymakers confront new trends in shared transportation. The COVID-19 pandemic generated new psychological impediments to sharing. By informing policies to promote vehicle sharing, a better understanding of socioemotional factors may help cities to achieve sustainability and equity goals.
2. Title: Firm innovation in developing countries: Effects of urban agglomeration and global value chain integration
Authors: Oguguo, Prince C; Liouka Ioanna; Deligianni Ioanna. 
Abstract: In this article, we investigate the effect of urban agglomeration and global value chain (GVC) integration on firm innovation in developing countries, and distinguish the creation versus adoption of innovation. Our analysis draws on evidence from more than 10,000 locally owned manufacturing plants in Africa and Asia. The results provide two key insights. First, larger urban agglomerations may benefit from the adoption of innovation but not necessarily its creation. Second, greater backward integration into GVCs may substitute for the benefits of locating in larger urban agglomerations, particularly for adoptive innovation. We discuss implications for theory and practice.
3. Title: Concessionary governance: The shifting local statecraft in Nanjing’s innovation-driven urban redevelopment
Authors: Qiao Runze; Nie Xuanyi; Kiang, Heng Chye. 
Abstract: Responding to the real estate cooling down and post-COVID-19 economic challenges, China’s urban paradigm is marked by moving away from expansive construction to in situ redevelopment. An emergent trend is innovation-driven urban redevelopment that aims to foster technology firms. While existing studies on urban redevelopment in China often adopt a state centrality perspective, governing innovation-driven urban redevelopment initiatives under austerity would require alternative local statecraft. Our research employs the theoretical lens of state entrepreneurialism to examine the governance of Xuanwu Silicon Alley in Nanjing. Empirical evidence is collected from in-depth interviews with government officials, project operators, firm representatives, academics, and participant observations. Findings unfold the shifting local statecraft through the states’ concession to business actors’ autonomy in self-governance and their profit-driven actions. We argue that local statecraft in post-pandemic China needs to be revisited as it may move away from centrality to concession. In the absence of effective market instruments, the local government was compelled to make provisional concessions to market actors instead of commanding them. These emergent practices do not necessarily signify the end of state entrepreneurialism, but rather its local state-level mutation under emergent constraints.
4. Title: Young adulthood and the city: Exploring the micro-foundations of youthification
Authors: Shani, Guy; Bar-Haim Eyal. 
Abstract: This article explores the micro-foundations of youthification—the growing concentration of young, unmarried individuals in amenity-rich central cities. While previous research has established age and lifestyle preferences as key drivers of this process, given the literature’s focus on quantitative analysis, the question of how young adults themselves come to associate young adulthood with urban living remains largely unexplored. Utilizing qualitative and quantitative data, we examine the cultural meaning-making processes underlying youthification in Tel-Aviv–Jaffa. Drawing on interviews with young adults from late GenX to early GenZ, we show that young adults’ attraction to urban life stems from an understanding of young adulthood as a transitional period for personal freedom and self-exploration, with the city perceived as the ideal setting for these pursuits. This cultural perception, reinforced by interviewees’ friends, influenced locational choices both directly through lifestyle preferences and indirectly through a homophilic desire to live among other young people. We support these findings with statistical analyses of Israeli census (1983, 2008) and registry data (2021), showing that the probability of young, educated singles living in Tel-Aviv–Jaffa—and in shared apartments—was substantially higher in 2008 and 2021 than in 1983. We argue that shared understandings of young adulthood operate as cultural mechanisms linking individual choices to stable social patterns, helping to explain youthification’s persistence across generations and varying economic conditions.
5. Title: Pathways out of land financialization: Understanding transformation strategies of urban investment insolvency and crisis
Authors: Li, Shanshan; Pan Haozhi; Chen, Jie. 
Abstract: This paper seeks to elucidate how the state steers the dynamics of land (de-)financialization and the transitional strategies within urban development, particularly in the context of the real estate crisis. An empirical analysis of 25 debt resolution cases involving urban investment corporations in China was conducted, utilizing Qualitative Comparative Analysis to identify the pathways and decision-making processes that lead to various transition outcomes. The study uncovers three primary strategies: direct bailouts, productivity-oriented restructuring, and financialization-oriented restructuring. Of these, only productivity-oriented restructuring offers a viable route toward sustainable development post-crisis. Furthermore, five distinct pathways emerge, each corresponding to different strategies and outcomes. Among these, only the “Vanguard Productivilization” pathway leads to de-financialization and sustainable urban development. In contrast, local governments, lacking explicit central government support for bailouts, often resort to supporting affiliated corporations through pathways such as “Local Safe-Net” and “Local Finexus,” or, in some cases, promote financialization among lower-rated corporations, characterized as “Re-financialization Gamblers.” These findings highlight the urgent need for policy interventions to regulate decentralized debt resolution processes and to expand productivity-oriented restructuring options for resource-constrained local governments and corporations, offering a pathway away from excessive reliance on land financialization.
6. Title: The flammable city: Infrastructure, temporalities, and social struggles in Dock Sud, Buenos Aires
Authors: Vegliò Simone. 
Abstract: This article explores the impacts of large-scale infrastructure operations in Buenos Aires. Focussing on neo-extractive and logistical infrastructures in the southern area of Dock Sud, it investigates how these infrastructures urbanise – namely, how they integrate into urban spaces and the socio-spatial and material dynamics they generate. It does so by investigating the relationships between materiality and temporality, highlighting their complex and multifaceted interplay. While adopting a view from below – that is, by analysing the social conflicts experienced by those living in the spaces surrounding these infrastructures – the discussion sheds light on how Dock Sud’s urban materiality is contested through the creation of distinct and often conflicting temporalities. Specifically, the article delves into the socio-material situation of Villa Inflamable shantytown by scrutinising what it terms the politics of ‘mientras tanto’ [meanwhile], showing how residents reversed the state’s and municipality’s promotion of a prolonged condition of waiting to confront their extremely precarious and hazardous urban conditions. It contends that the mientras tanto reveals the fragmented ‘time – space’ of infrastructure, shedding light on its profoundly uneven socio-material dynamics and the related disputes that play out at the level of temporalities. The article argues that Dock Sud can be understood as the manifestation of a flammable city – specifically, the combination of the tireless political action conducted by the residents on the one hand, and the severe environmental conditions that the area suffers on the other.
7. Title: Housing after redevelopment: Where and to what buildings do displaced residents move?
Authors: Kauer, Fiona; Lutz, Elena; Kaufmann, David. 
Abstract: Urban redevelopment often involves the demolition or renovation of the existing housing stock, which can result in the direct displacement of residents. We examine how tenure type, defined as living in for-profit versus non-profit housing, affects the location and the housing characteristics of displaced residents after displacement. Using individual-level data of all residents in the Zurich region of Switzerland, we observe the direct displacement of 12,599 residents between 2016 and 2020. First, we descriptively analyze who is directly displaced and compare their housing situation before and after relocation. Displacement is socially stratified and predominantly affects low-income residents, earning on average only 69.7% of the median income of all movers. Residents without Swiss citizenship were substantially more likely to be displaced (9.6 percentage points). After their displacement, residents consumed more floor space than before. Next, we use propensity score matching to compare displaced residents from for-profit and displaced residents from non-profit housing with a respective comparison group of socio-economically similar individuals who moved for reasons other than building demolition or renovation. We find that displaced residents from for-profit projects tend to move shorter distances and to lower-income areas. They consume less floor space and are slightly more likely to move to post-war buildings (1945–1970). These inequalities in moving patterns are less prevalent for residents from non-profit redevelopment projects. This shows that assistance in finding housing after displacement and non-profit housing more generally can mitigate some of the negative aspects of displacement.
8. Title: The association between social housing concentration and the education and health outcomes of social housing tenants: A cross-sectional study of over 200,000 people in New Zealand
Authors: Fasoro Ayodeji; Chisholm Elinor; Howden-Chapman, Philippa; Pierse Nevil. 
Abstract: In New Zealand, and globally, concerns that living in areas of concentrated social housing will depress the outcomes of its tenants have led to policy directives to limit the proportion of social housing in any one community. This study explores the rationale for these initiatives through the innovative use of administrative linked data for 200,000 New Zealand social housing tenants. We analyse associations between the concentration of social housing (as measured by the proportion of social housing tenants relative to the rest of the area population) and their education and health outcomes seven-to-nine years later. We find that – contrary to policy assumptions – outcomes for social housing tenants are similar or slightly better when they have lived in areas with more concentrated social housing.
9. Title: A comparative study of socio-economic segregation in European capital city-regions: From segregation to desegregation?
Authors: Rūta, Ubarevičienė; Tammaru Tiit; van Ham Maarten; Basílio Junior Leandro; Māris, Bērziņš; et al.
Abstract: Previous research based on 2001 and 2011 census data indicated rising levels of residential segregation between socio-economic groups in many large city-regions in Europe as well as globally. Rising segregation is an important societal concern, as place of residence plays a crucial role in shaping access to urban opportunities. Residential isolation can be especially harmful for the most vulnerable groups. Income inequality was identified as the primary driver of this segregation. The current paper extends comparative research on residential segregation in Europe by incorporating the latest 2021 census and register-based data to determine whether segregation levels have continued to rise or have peaked, or whether there are signs of desegregation. It also examines how changes in segregation align with shifts in income inequality and occupational structures. A comparative analysis of 16 European capital city-regions shows a slowdown in the rise of segregation, with some city-regions transitioning from segregation to desegregation. These changes coincide with both a slowdown in the growth of income inequality and increased professionalisation of the workforce. The study suggests that future research should focus on the mechanisms driving residential desegregation in different urban contexts, with particular attention to the diversification of residential patterns among the expanding professional class.
10. Title: Urban state venturism as state entrepreneurialism: Conceptualizing the risk-taking dynamics of industrial upgrading in Hefei, China
Authors: Su Xiaobo; Lim Kean Fan. 
Abstract: This article examines the rationale and emergent effects of state-led venture capital (SVC) investments as an urban developmental tool to pursue industrial upgrading. Building on the concept of urban state venturism, the article introduces a new framework to examine how state institutions in Hefei, the capital city of Anhui province in central China, became SVC investors in private firms with high growth potential. Juxtaposing published interviews by key state actors with 25 interviews with venture capital industry professionals and analysts, the Hefei case study highlights urban state venturism as a contextualized extension of Chinese state entrepreneurialism. This extension is characterized by a “high risk, high gain” approach to urban development in China that is increasingly prominent in the face of growth limitations in existing industrial pathways. The analysis complements emergent studies that accentuate the constitutive role of state entrepreneurialism in driving urban development and advances a large body of work on Chinese state actors’ use of market tools to achieve their respective political objectives.
11. Title: Maintaining redistribution despite austerity: Spatial diversity in US local government expenditures 2007–2017
Authors: Xu Yuanshuo; Warner, Mildred E. 
Abstract: Neither fiscal federalism nor austerity theory adequately explain shifts in US local government expenditure after the Great Recession. We assess spatial differences in local government expenditure composition using finance data for all local governments in the USA from 2007 to 2017. Overall, there was considerable stability in local expenditure patterns, despite pressures generated by the Great Recession. State decentralization, state aid, politics, local capacity, and need all affect local expenditure patterns. Panel regressions of education, social, and allocational expenditures show decentralization is associated with more redistributive expenditure at the local level—not less, as fiscal federalism and austerity theory claim. However, decentralization of educational expenditure is associated with less local educational expenditure. State aid, by contrast, has a complementary effect on local education expenditure. Education spending dropped and then recovered, but state educational aid was found to privilege suburbs. Social expenditure grew during the Great Recession as most cities and counties maintained social welfare expenditures even in the face of fiscal constraints. Overall state aid for social welfare relieved local social expenditure, but it had a complementary effect on social welfare spending in states with historically high social welfare commitments (NY, CA, the Midwest). Localities in the Midwest faced greater fiscal stress, as state aid for social welfare plummeted in these states during the Great Recession. Despite the austerity faced by Midwestern counties, they maintained redistributive expenditure levels. US local governments are not austerity machines. They practice pragmatic municipalism—meeting needs despite limited fiscal resources.
12. Title: Fragmented suburban landscapes: Rethinking vulnerability in southern Europe
Authors: Cerrada Morato Lucia. 
Abstract: Suburbanization is accelerating worldwide, with over 83% of Europe’s population projected to live in metropolitan peripheries by 2050. This transformation reshapes not only the physical form of metropolitan areas but also their socio-economic and demographic geographies. While climate change scholarship identifies suburban peripheries as particularly vulnerable, and urban studies have linked vulnerability to density and distance from city centers, the infra-municipal geography of vulnerability within Southern European fragmented peripheries remains largely unexplored. This study examines suburban vulnerability as a multidimensional phenomenon—encompassing socio-demographic, socio-economic, and residential factors—within a medium-sized Southern European metropolis. Moving beyond traditional models, it proposes a fragment-scale analytical framework, capturing the fine-grained spatial heterogeneity often overlooked by conventional municipal or radial approaches. The findings reveal that vulnerability does not align with simple density or distance gradients but follows distinct patterns correlated with specific suburban fragment types, shaped by their historical production logics and governance trajectories. Adopting a constructivist perspective, the study argues that these patterns are not merely contemporary effects but result from long-standing processes of neoliberal speculation and socio-spatial differentiation. By operationalizing the suburban fragment as both a conceptual and empirical tool, this research advances a more relational, context-sensitive understanding of suburban vulnerability in Southern Europe, challenging dominant Anglo-Saxon models and contributing to critical urban studies debates.
