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1. Title: Navigating Through the Fog: Reflexive Accounts on Researching China’s Digital Surveillance, Censorship, and Other Sensitive Topics
Authors: Ollier-Malaterre, Ariane; Szwajnoch, Emilie; Trauth-Goik, Alexander; Bernot, Ausma; Fan, Liang; et al.
Abstract: Researching China’s sensitive topics, such as digital surveillance and censorship, exposes scholars to mounting challenges including difficult field and internet access to quality information, scrutiny and security of research participants and researchers, and positionality amidst geopolitical tensions. This article presents self-reflexive accounts from six scholars of diverse backgrounds, fields, and career stages who work through varied methods, positionalities, and epistemic approaches. We share our research journeys’ challenges and coping strategies to aid scholars, beyond China or digital surveillance and censorship. We propose that reflexivity is essential for scholarly work on contentious or opaque topics; that the China studies research community should organize knowledge sharing and cross-training; and that academia should create emotional support structures for researchers who encounter surveillance and restrictions.
2. Title: Domestic Politics and Editorial Control Over Foreign News Coverage in the People’s Daily, 1993–2022
Authors: Li, Jianbing; Zhang, Jiakun Jack; Jiang, Duoji; Zhong, Weifeng. 
Abstract: This study examines the dynamics of foreign coverage in China’s official media as the country becomes more globally active. Many scholars argue that China has adopted a more assertive foreign policy and positioned itself as a global leader under Xi Jinping. Yet, analysis of over 1 million People’s Daily articles from 1993 to 2022 reveals that official Chinese media have notably reduced foreign news coverage during his administration. The authors suggest that foreign coverage is influenced more by domestic politics than by China’s growing international interests. As Chinese leaders consolidate power in their second terms, they exert greater editorial control, replacing foreign news coverage with commentary on foreign policy. This trend is not unique to Xi, but it is particularly pronounced during his tenure.
3. Title: Digital Governance, Dataveillance, and Participatory Panopticon: Public Health Surveillance in China from 2020 to 2022
Authors: Jules Zhao Liu. 
Abstract: This article investigates mass surveillance in China during the public health emergency (PHE) from 2020 to 2022. Drawing on ethnography, governmental documentation, and news reports, I provide an empirical account of how the PHE drove the transformations of mass surveillance: dataveillance prevailed over visual surveillance; participatory surveillance outweighed state-monopolized surveillance; and surveillance was used for predictive/preventative purposes more than reactive/explanatory purposes. These changes resulted in a new modality of surveillance: participatory Panopticon (citizens were engaged in the state’s surveillance system as objects and tools for the exercise of power). This study elaborates on the mechanism of this mode of surveillance. I reveal that behind the surveillance transformations lies China’s digital politics—digitalization of governance as a primary goal in the government’s agenda. Arguing that dataveillance lies at the core of digital governance, the implications of this study show that continuous building of digital governance will probably change the state-society relations: the rapid development of dataveillance technologies will empower the state to ‘swallow up’ society eventually.
4. Title: Threat Perception, Otherness and Hate Speech in China’s Cyberspace
Authors: Guan, Tianru; Chen, Xiaotong.
Abstract: This study conducts a focused examination of hate speech in China’s digital sphere, investigating four primary types of targeted narratives. Leveraging theoretical constructs from intergroup threat theory and employing critical discourse analysis guided by topic modeling, it posits that such hateful narratives articulate perceived threats against distinct political, economic, or cultural outgroups, with the specific characteristics and origins of these threats varying according to the targeted entities. Specifically, the analysis elucidates that animosity towards the Japanese is mainly characterized as a realistic threat, accentuated by geopolitics-induced confrontation and hostility. Hate speech aimed at the LGBT community symbolizes a symbolic threat, stemming from profound discrepancies in societal norms and values. Discriminatory rhetoric against rural residents is depicted as embodying a negative stereotype threat, largely indicative of class-based segregation and moral exclusivity. Moreover, derogatory expressions towards foreigners in China are identified as a group esteem threat, mirroring a nationality-centric otherness and a discontent with their perceived preferential treatment. Implications for understanding the civic potential of digital politics in China are discussed.
5. Title: Between Zero Covid and ‘Live with Covid’: Comparing Pandemic Control Policies in China, the UK, Hong Kong and Singapore
Authors: Zhao, Simon Xiaobin; Yan, Bo; Liu, Yu; Chen, Chaofan; Chen, Yutong. 
Abstract: This article analyzes the COVID-19 responses of four regions: Mainland China (zero COVID), the United Kingdom (herd immunity/live with COVID), Hong Kong SAR (zero COVID without prerequisites) and Singapore (balancing policies). It compares the effectiveness of zero COVID, a physical approach, and live with COVID, a chemical/pharmaceutical approach, in the context of evolving variants, public health and socio-economic factors. Zero COVID saved lives during early, more lethal variants but caused economic disruptions when variants became less deadly. Conversely, live with COVID supported socio-economic recovery but led to significant human losses if adopted prematurely. The article challenges oversimplified views, rejecting the idea of a universally superior pandemic policy and emphasizing the importance of context-specific strategies tailored to political systems and situational demands.
6. Title: From Epidemic to Pandemic: Social Identity Salience and Regime Legitimacy in China
Authors: Jin, Shuai; Zhou, Yingnan Joseph. 
Abstract: What affects regime legitimacy during crisis? We studied the decline and resurgence of political trust in China, where the virus was first discovered, during the early stages of COVID-19 from February till March 2020, when the virus began its global spread. We compared three theories: the rally ‘round the flag theory, the performance theory, and the social identity theory. The rally-‘round-the-flag theory attributes the shifts in trust to surges of patriotism during crises. The performance theory emphasizes the Chinese government’s effective responses both in isolation or relative to the performance of other governments. The social identity theory highlights the virus’s transformation into a global pandemic, which activated in group favoritism among Chinese citizens. Using original data from two waves of online surveys with panel observations and a survey experiment, our findings reveal that the salience of social identity outweighs both patriotism and government performance in shaping political trust. As COVID-19 evolved from a domestic epidemic to a global pandemic, a pronounced “us-versus-them” evaluative framework emerged among the Chinese populace. This in group bias bolstered strong support for the Chinese government, even in the face of its initial poor performance. Our study underscores social identity as an underexplored mechanism for enhancing regime legitimacy in China.
7. Title: The Sino-American Struggle for Normative Security: The Strategic Framing and Shaping of Alignment of Belief in the Human Rights Council During the COVID-19 Pandemic
Authors: Mierzejewski, Dominik; Matera, Paulina. 
Abstract: This article explores the complex interplay between normative security and coalition building through framing the alignment of belief in the Human Rights Council (HRC). The authors focus on the strategic narratives led by the United States and China in the face of the global shock of the COVID-19 pandemic. This paper attempts to unravel the strategic use of narratives by the US and China as they struggle for normative supremacy. At the heart of this analysis is the concept of normative security, defined as the pursuit by states to safeguard and promote their essential norms and values. Equally central is the theory of alignment of belief, which explores how states forge coalitions through shared norms, enhancing their ability to shape international discourse and policy.
8. Title: Promoting Authoritarianism? Continuity and Change in China’s Policy Towards Myanmar (1990–2023)
Authors: Saba, Arif; Akbarzadeh, Shahram. 
Abstract: The global expansion of authoritarianism as a political system has fuelled debate on the role of major authoritarian powers in promoting authoritarianism beyond their borders. China is widely regarded as a significant player in promoting authoritarianism and disrupting democracy abroad. This study explores this assumption by examining China’s policy towards Myanmar across economic, military, political and diplomatic sectors. Covering three decades in bilateral relations, this study traces continuity and change in China’s relation vis-à-vis changes in Myanmar’s political orientation. Over these three decades, China’s policy—spanning Myanmar’s transition from military rule to democracy and subsequent return to military rule—reveals remarkable continuity that remains unaffected by the type of political regime in Myanmar. This finding challenges the dominant assumption—pervasive in the literature that informs policymaking in Western capitals—that views China as a leading actor in promoting autocracy. This study reveals a pragmatic strategy in Beijing focused on securing China’s security and economic interests, where ideological considerations do not occupy the assumed prime of place.
9. Title: Hedging No More: Security Seeking and Japan’s Dual-Track China Policy
Authors: Chen, Lisha; Zhang, Baohui. 
Abstract: Hedging can no longer explain Japan’s China policy due to the end of Tokyo’s uncertainty about the threat posed by a rising China. Indeed, Japan has initiated unprecedented changes to its post-1945 security posture to balance China. However, its continuous economic cooperation with China has led many to suggest that Tokyo’s China policy is still defined by hedging. To clarify the confusion, this article proposes a new perspective to explain the co-presence of balancing and economic cooperation. It posits that Japan is pursuing a new ‘dual-track’ approach that seeks to both deter China by hard balancing and enhance its national power through economic cooperation. It is different from both the balance of power approach and the hedging approach that seeks to correct it.
10. Title: Weapons of the Riders: Everyday Algorithmic Resistance of Migrant Food-Delivery Workers in China’s Gig Economy
Authors: Huang, Hui. 
Abstract: Building on James Scott’s theory of everyday resistance, this article investigates how Chinese migrant food-delivery drivers respond and negotiate algorithmic exploitation and precarity under the double repressive environment. Drawing from two stages of ethnographic research, this article reveals a co-evolution of everyday algorithmic resistance by migrant drivers and platforms’ innovations in algorithmic management. This article identifies three dimensions of everyday algorithmic resistance forged and adopted by food-delivery drivers in response to strict algorithmic control and precarity, which include dodge-algorithm, leverage-algorithm and subvert-algorithm. These dimensions of resistance represent a complex repertoire of resisting tactics that drivers develop, both individually and in small groups, to undermine the domination and platform power structure. Additionally, this article unveils a ‘tug-of-war’ interactive process, wherein platforms continuously strive to suppress resistance and retain control by iteratively updating and fine-tuning algorithmic management. These findings contribute to understanding complex power relations by incorporating everyday resistance into a dynamic and interactive framework in platform-mediated gig economy.
