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1. Title: Organizational adaptation, task complexity, and effective administration of unemployment programs in the American states
Authors: George A. Krause, Ji Hyeun Hong
Abstract: IT modernization reforms seek to improve administrative performance by improving the delivery of program benefits. Performance benefits manifest in a reduction in agency-induced administrative errors, and a reduction in performance gaps between high and low complexity task caseloads. These claims are evaluated by assessing the impact of IT modernization reforms instituted by state unemployment insurance payment (UIP) agencies from 2002 to 2022. The evidence reveals that these reforms have discernible, unconditional dynamic effects, lowering overall program error rates by 20.95% over 60 months, as well as reducing both absolute and relative reduction in benefit overpayment error rates relating to program efficiency. IT reforms close the performance gap for overall program error rates between high and low task complexity caseloads involving individuals seeking different occupations. This evidence corroborates existing claims that technological-based administration is inherently non-neutral since program efficiency gains are emphasized relative to program accessibility gains.
2. Title: Local labor market effects of nuclear power plants
Authors: Duha T. Altindag, Reem El Cheikh Taha, Jennifer U. Jones, R. Alan Seals Jr.
Abstract: Using a differences-in-differences strategy, we estimate the local economic effects of U.S. commercial nuclear power plants (NPPs). Our control group consists of locations where plant construction was planned but ultimately canceled. We find that NPP construction significantly increases local employment and wages, with effects concentrated in the construction and public utilities sectors. However, these gains dissipate once construction concludes and the plant becomes operational, as operational employment requirements are minimal. We find no significant spillover effects on neighboring towns, and commercial operations do not meaningfully impact broader labor market outcomes. Additionally, we find that NPP construction increases local government revenues and expenditures by approximately 10% to 15%, with funds primarily allocated to government administration and public works. These results suggest that while NPPs provide short-term economic stimulus, their long-term labor market and fiscal benefits may be limited.
3. Title: Unwarranted racial disparity in U.S. foster care placement
Authors: E. Jason Baron, Joseph J. Doyle Jr., Natalia Emanuel, Peter Hull
Abstract: Black children in the U.S. are twice as likely as white children to spend time in foster care. Such racial disparities raise concerns of discrimination, but might also reflect differences in the underlying need for intervention. This paper estimates unwarranted disparities (UDs)—racial differences in placement rates for children with the same potential for future maltreatment—in national data. We use non-parametric bounds on the potential for future maltreatment that rely on weak and transparent assumptions. Nationwide, we find that Black children are placed into foster care at higher rates than white children with identical potential for subsequent maltreatment. UD varies across states; key predictors are the proportion of Black individuals in the population and the racial makeup of caseworkers. UD is five times larger among children with potential for subsequent maltreatment than among children without and declined from 2008 to 2020, primarily due to a declining placement rate among Black children with subsequent maltreatment potential. The concentration of UD in cases with potential for future maltreatment yields important policy implications, as it may indicate an “underplacement” of white children—with declining racial gaps suggesting an elevated risk of maltreatment for Black children.
4. Title: Public health insurance expansions and non-physician providers: Evidence from Certified Nurse Midwives
Authors: Sukriti Beniwal, Lauren Hoehn-Velasco, Diana R. Jolles
Abstract: This study considers whether the Affordable Care Act (ACA) Medicaid expansions resulted in changes in the use of non-physician providers. Medicaid expansions may have impacted both payments to providers as well as insurance availability for patients. Using U.S. birth certificate records, we analyze whether the ACA Medicaid expansions influenced the trade-off between physicians and certified nurse-midwives (CNMs/CMs) for obstetric care. Our findings indicate that the ACA Medicaid expansions led to an increase in the utilization of CNMs/CMs and a decrease in physician-reported deliveries. This shift from physicians to CNMs/CMs is particularly noticeable in states with Medicaid reimbursement parity for CNMs/CMs. These results suggest that health insurance expansions may increase the use of non-physician providers, but only in cases where non-physician providers are reimbursed similarly to physicians.
5. Title: Effects of center-based child care on disadvantaged children: Evidence from a randomized research design
Authors: Chris M. Herbst
Abstract: This paper uses the random assignment of poor families to treatment and control conditions in the Comprehensive Child Development Program (CCDP) to estimate the effects of center-based child care enrollment on child well-being. Implemented in the early-1990s, the CCDP aimed to improve child development and family functioning by offering those in the treatment group 5 years of high-quality child care along with case management. As a result, treated children were substantially more likely to be enrolled in center-based programs throughout the preschool-age years, and I use this variation to estimate the impact of center care on children's language and social skills as well as health. I uncover mixed results: More time spent in center-based settings improves language skills but reduces social skills in the short run, and both effects fade out for most children within 1 to 2 years. I also find that early center care use is strongly predictive of later Head Start enrollment, indicating that a more deliberate “family retention strategy” may be effective at extending children's exposure to high-quality early education.
6. Title: Puzzling over declining academic achievement
Authors: Jim Wyckoff
Abstract: Many are concerned about the large decline in K–12 student achievement since 2019. And rightly so, given what it signals about student learning and later life outcomes. Less noted is the pre-pandemic sustained decline in student achievement growth that followed more than 30 years of increases. We examine the nature of achievement decline as measured by national and state NAEP scores. Our analysis suggests that pre-pandemic achievement declines are large, began earlier than commonly thought, and vary substantially among states. Importantly, a large portion of the pandemic learning losses have their roots well before 2020 and are likely not attributable to the pandemic per se. An analysis of evidence for commonly suggested causes of learning loss suggests that achievement declines likely result from several influences that vary across states and over time. Regaining momentum on academic outcomes will likely require many changes. The devolution of leadership for education policy to states offers an important opportunity for state leaders to embrace this challenge.
7. Title: Couch-Locked with the Munchies: Effects of Recreational Marijuana Laws on Exercise and Nutrition
Authors: Thomas Wilk, Monica Deza, Timothy R. Hodge, Shooshan Danagoulian
Abstract: As recreational marijuana laws (RML) expanded marijuana access over the last decade, very little is known about the impact of RML on two costly social behaviors that may arise as a consequence of marijuana consumption: unhealthy eating (i.e., munchies) and sedentary lifestyle (i.e., couch-lock). Using NielsenIQ Consumer Panel data, we find that the passage of RML led to an increase in the number of grocery store trips that involved “junk food,” as well as the amount of spending. This effect is particularly driven by an increase in ice cream, chips, and candy. Using the Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) and the American Time Use Survey (ATUS), we find that the passage of RML also led to a decrease in exercise, particularly driven by a reduction in cardio, and suggestive evidence of more time spent at home. These results suggest that RMLs have an adverse effect on health through unhealthy eating and reduced physical activity, posing a significant public health challenge to diet- and lifestyle-related chronic conditions.
8. Title: Localized Teacher Recruitment Through “Grow-Your-Own”: Impacts of the High School Teacher Academy of Maryland Program
Authors: David Blazar, Wenjing Gao, Seth Gershenson, Ramon Goings, Francisco Lagos
Abstract: Recruiting teachers via “grow-your-own” (GYO) programs is a popular, yet rarely evaluated, strategy for addressing local workforce shortages and ensuring that incoming teachers resemble, understand, and have strong connections to their communities. We provide novel evidence on the impacts of one such GYO program by exploiting the staggered rollout of the Teacher Academy of Maryland (TAM) Career and Technical Education (CTE) program across public high schools. Exposed students were more likely to become teachers a decade later by 0.6 percentage points (pp), or 45%. Effects were concentrated among White girls (1.4pp/39%) and Black girls (0.7pp/82%), though boys benefitted too (0.2pp/59%). Although White girls induced by the program to become teachers often did so in the same district they attended as students (0.9pp/43%)—a key goal of GYO and localized teacher recruitment programs—this was less common for Black girls. Rather, Black girls induced by the program to become teachers did so in districts with more Black teachers than their home district (0.4pp/143%) and in districts with higher starting salaries (0.5pp/239%). Access to the program also increased wages (5% on average/18% for Black girls), challenging the narrative that such programs cause students to forego more lucrative professions.
9. Title: Increasing Take-Up of Social Benefits: A Meta-Analysis of Field Experiments
Authors: Karl-Emil Bendtsen
Abstract: Can reducing administrative burdens increase the take-up of social benefits? This meta-analysis reviews 51 field experimental studies reporting 187 treatment effect sizes. Using the administrative burden framework to compare interventions, I reclassify each intervention by the stage it measures on (application vs. final receipt) and whether it reduces the learning demands by providing information or the compliance demands by providing assistance. The results indicate that it is significantly easier to increase application rates than actual take-up rates. On average, estimated treatment effects are about twice as large when outcomes are measured at the application stage as when they are measured on final benefit receipt. The most effective interventions are the ones reducing compliance demands, as these are estimated to increase actual take-up by 8.31 percentage points on average. Interventions reducing learning demands are estimated to increase actual take-up by 3.39 percentage points on average. These findings consolidate the field experimental evidence on how to improve take-up rates and highlight the need for further research on application stages, treatment compliance, and variation across welfare regimes.
10. Title: How Effective Are Building Codes at Reducing Residential Water Use? Evidence From California Billing Data
Authors: Mehdi Nemati
Abstract: This study examines the impact of residential water-efficiency standards on household water consumption, utilizing billing data from California. I examine both the short- and long-term impacts of the California Green Building Standards Code (CALGreen), comparing homes constructed just before and after its implementation in 2010. The findings show that, on average, CALGreen homes use 11.7% less water than comparable pre-code homes, with savings persisting over time at approximately 10.9%. Notably, engineering-based (ex ante) estimates of water savings are nearly twice as large as the realized reductions, likely reflecting the “offsetting behavior” effect. The analysis further reveals that most water savings occur during warmer months when outdoor water use peaks. In addition, CALGreen homes exhibit lower sensitivity to temperature fluctuations, with smaller increases in use during hotter months and smaller reductions during cooler months. Finally, when accounting for compliance costs and the opportunity cost of water, the results suggest that CALGreen policy passes a cost-effectiveness test. These findings highlight the effectiveness of building codes as a durable policy tool for achieving long-term water conservation in fast-growing, semi-arid regions.
11. Title: Transaction Costs and the Take-Up of Social Safety Net Programs: Evidence from the Combined Application Project
Authors: Rosa Kleinman
Abstract: This paper studies the effect of transaction costs on the take-up and targeting of social safety net programs in the context of multi-program enrollment by exploiting the Combined Application Project (CAP), a widespread state-level policy designed to encourage enrollment in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) among elderly recipients of Supplemental Security Income. I show that the CAP increased SNAP take-up by 8–13 percentage points, or about 17%–24%. The increase was suggestively larger among those with a higher probability of being food insecure. Exploiting heterogeneity in the format of the CAP across states, I find that “auto-enrollment” most effectively increased SNAP take-up.
12. Title: How Early Morning Classes Change Academic Trajectories: Evidence from a Natural Experiment
Authors: Anthony Yim
Abstract: Using a natural experiment which randomized class times to students, this study reveals that enrolling in early morning classes lowers students’ course grades and the likelihood of future STEM course enrollment. There is a 29% reduction in pursuing the major within the same college and a 21% rise in choosing a low-earning major, predominantly influenced by early morning STEM classes. To understand the mechanism, I conducted a survey of undergraduate students enrolled in an introductory course, some of whom were assigned to a 7:30 a.m. section. I find evidence of a decrease in human capital accumulation and learning quality for early morning sections.
13. Title: Incentive-Based Compensation in Police Forces
Authors: Sandro Cabral, Marcelo Marchesini da Costa, Sergio Firpo, Joana Monteiro, Leonardo T. Viotti
Abstract: Governments worldwide are increasingly applying management principles to policing, including performance management systems and financial incentives. We study whether eligibility for performance-based bonuses tied to crime reduction improves police outcomes. Using a quasi-experimental design and administrative data from Brazil, we evaluate an incentive-based compensation program that conditioned bonuses on reductions in violent deaths, vehicle robberies, and street robberies. Our results show that police districts eligible for bonuses experienced significant reductions in both targeted and nontargeted crimes, with stronger effects at the end of semester when incentives are steeper. While there is some evidence of gaming in the reclassification of street robberies, this behavior does not undermine the program's overall effectiveness. Overall, our findings highlight the potential of financial incentives to reshape police behavior and reduce crime.
14. Title: Can Pollution Cause Poverty? The Effects of Pollution on Educational, Health, and Economic Outcomes
Authors: Claudia Persico
Abstract: Although pollution is widespread, there is little evidence on how it affects children's long-run outcomes. Using detailed, geocoded longitudinal data, we compare siblings who were gestating before versus after a Toxic Release Inventory site opened or closed within one mile of their home. We find that children who were exposed prenatally to industrial pollution have lower wages, are more likely to live in poverty as adults, have fewer years of completed education, and score lower on a summary index of long-run outcomes than their unexposed siblings.
15. Title: Understanding High Schools’ Effects on Longer-Term Outcomes
Authors: Preeya P. Mbekeani, John P. Papay, Ann Mantil, Richard J. Murnane
Abstract: Improving education and labor market outcomes for low-income students is critical for advancing socioeconomic mobility in the United States. We use longitudinal data on five cohorts of ninth-grade students to explore how Massachusetts public high schools affect the longer term outcomes of students, with a special focus on students from low-income families. Using detailed administrative and student survey data, we estimate school value-added impacts on college outcomes and earnings. Observationally similar students who attend a school at the 80th percentile of the value-added distribution instead of a school at the 20th percentile are 11% more likely to enroll in college, are 31% more likely to graduate from a 4-year college, and earn 25% (or $10,500) more annually at age 30. On average, schools that improve students’ longer run outcomes the most are those that improve their 10th-grade test scores and increase their college plans the most.
16. Title: Estimating Self-Selection in Medicare Advantage
Authors: Moiz Bhai, Danny R. Hughes
Abstract: We explore the fundamental question of selection in Medicare Advantage by exploiting quasi-experimental variation from the Initial Enrollment Period for Medicare eligibility to evaluate and describe participation in Medicare Advantage. Using administrative claims data between 2007 and 2017, we investigate the transition from commercial insurance to Medicare Advantage for a comprehensive subset of commercially insured enrollees. We use the sharp cutoff at age 65 in one of the largest commercial and Medicare Advantage databases in the United States to implement a “positive correlation” test. Our findings using baseline characteristics at age 64 reveal that enrollees in Medicare Advantage are advantageously selected on multiple measures of health status such as Charlson Comorbidity Index (CCI) scores, out-of-pocket costs, utilization, while differentially selected on demographic characteristics. Furthermore, using predicted Medicare Advantage utilization based on observable characteristics, we find even stronger evidence of advantageous selection, suggesting that observable characteristics at age 64 systematically predict which enrollees would benefit most from Medicare Advantage's features, indicating forward-looking selection behavior.
17. Title: Can Crime Be Deterred at Low Cost? Evidence From a Randomized Experiment in New York
Authors: Oludamilare Aboaba, Aaron Chalfin, Michael LaForest-Tucker, Lucie Parker, Patrick Sharkey
Abstract: Can crime be deterred at low cost? We report the results of a randomized experiment of a messaging intervention designed to deter offending among individuals under parole supervision with a prior violent felony conviction or firearm arrest. The intervention consisted of a group meeting in which high-risk paroled individuals were notified of the sanction they would face upon reoffending while being offered community resources to support re-integration into the community. The program did not lead to a notable reduction in future arrests or create community spillover effects but did reduce parole violations by 15%. Potential mechanisms and implications for similar programs are discussed.
18. Title: Going Local: The Value of Research on Local Government Policies and Programs
Authors: Ingrid Gould Ellen
Abstract: In their early years, schools of public policy focused on federal policies and programs, as did APPAM and its journal, the Journal of Policy Analysis and Management. While this federal bias has diminished over time, it hasn't entirely gone away. This essay makes the case for more attention to local government policies and programs. It argues that studying local government policies and management can deliver unique value. First local governments perform essential, and salient functions that shape people's views of government performance. Second, local governments offer substantial variation in policy design, implementation, and context that researchers can study and from which they can draw lessons. Third, there is considerable demand from local governments for policy and management research, as they typically lack the resources to do much themselves. Fourth, research on local governments arguably has a better chance of influencing actual decision making. Finally, local governments offer uniquely rich administrative data that can provide insights on long-run impacts, heterogeneity, and spillovers.
19. Title: Impacts of the Four-Day School Week on Juvenile Crime
Authors: Rafiuddin Najam, Paul N. Thompson
Abstract: Schools are increasingly adopting four-day school weeks to address financial, attendance, and teacher retention issues, a trend that the COVID-19 pandemic has amplified. However, little is known about the nonacademic behavioral responses of juveniles to such transitions. We examine the impacts of adopting a four-day school week on juvenile crime, focusing particularly on disparities across rurality and locale size, using a difference-in-differences estimation approach. We find significant upticks in juvenile crime, primarily in property and violent crimes, within non-rural and large law enforcement agencies. Conversely, we find evidence suggesting a decrease in juvenile drug- and alcohol-related crimes during school hours on weekdays. In addition to changes in juvenile crime on nonschool weekdays, we observe spillover effects on the remaining weekdays and weekends, primarily in non-rural and large agency settings. Thus, decision-makers should be cognizant of the potential increase in juvenile crime that may result from the four-day school week.
20. Title: “When I Can Make Them Smile”: Cash Transfers and the Joys of Mothering in the Context of Poverty
Authors: Sarah Halpern-Meekin, Jill Hoiting, Ruby Mendenhall, Michelle Spiegel
Abstract: Poverty researchers focus on whether interventions relieve material hardships and the stresses of financial insecurity. Although these are essential outcomes, a narrow focus on them can limit the evaluation of policy effectiveness. Further, the predominant focus in the field on individual outcomes may miss how policy matters for family relationships. The present study takes a relational perspective and attends to positive policy outcomes such as joy. It uses the case of unconditional cash transfers to show the joys of mothering and the role of such policy interventions in these experiences. From the Baby's First Years study, we analyze interviews with 80 women, who were living below the poverty line at their child's birth; 65% identified as Black. We highlight how mothers use the cash transfer money to create opportunities for joy and bonding in their mutually rewarding relationships with their children. We show how financial resources serve purposes beyond meeting material needs and as human-capital investments. Financial resources are also conduits for relationship building and family flourishing, including through joy. To holistically assess policy impacts requires a comprehensive picture that allows scholars and policymakers to understand how government programs can help families not just survive but thrive.
以下是书评：
21. Title: Science Under Siege: How to Fight the Five Most Powerful Forces That Threaten Our World by Michael E. Mann and Peter J. Hotez. PublicAffairs, 2025, 368 pp., $32 (hardcover).
Authors: Hong Hui Choi
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Science Under Siege: How to Fight the Five Most Powerful Forces That Threaten Our World” by Michael E. Mann and Peter J. Hotez.
22. Title: Agrarian Elites and Democracy in Latin America by Belén Fernández Milmanda. Cambridge University Press, 2025, 257 pp., $41.99 (paperback).
Authors: Ana Thais Dias Safe Carneiro
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Agrarian Elites and Democracy in Latin America” by Belén Fernández Milmanda.
