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1. Title: The Structure and Strength of Regime Support in China: Findings from National Surveys
Authors: Li, Lianjiang. 
Abstract: The authoritarian regime in China wields two distinct powers. On the one hand, the central government, the Communist Party, and the National People’s Congress exercise ruling power to formulate policies, enact laws, and issue orders that are binding throughout the country. On the other hand, local governments, the civil service, and the police exercise administrative power to implement policies, enforce laws, and execute orders with considerable discretion. People render support to the regime based on assessments of the trustworthiness of the two sets of power-exercising institutions. For most people, their two assessments converge into three patterns of largely coherent judgments, namely, full support, ambivalence, and full disapproval. However, about a quarter of the population indicate only partial support; they trust the ruling power but distrust administrative power. Existing studies overlook the structural features of regime support in the People’s Republic of China and overestimate its strength by conflating some respondents’ trust in ruling power with full regime support. This study proposes a typology-based measurement that captures the structural features and assesses the strength of regime support more accurately.
2. Title: Chinese Communist Party Endeavors to Institutionalize Armed Power: Civilian Control of China’s Central Military Commission
Authors: You Ji.
Abstract: The Central Military Commission (CMC) is a unique institution of power in China’s political system. Time and again it has represented the ultimate authority of national leadership, as seen in the cases of Deng Xiaoping and Jiang Zemin, who had a strong say in state affairs simply by retaining CMC chairmanship without other Party portfolios. The CMC is unique in that it is both a formal instrument of power and an unparalleled mechanism of informal politics that facilitates strongman politics. Such a dualistic mixture informs the complex dialectic between the Party’s organizational imperatives of collective leadership and its persistent call to enhance the CMC chairman’s personalized “core authority” in national politics. This article offers a scholarly analysis of how this mixture has played out in power consolidation and exercise by the three post-Deng commanders-in-chief—Jiang, Hu Jintao, and Xi Jinping—and helps explain the Chinese Communist Party’s post-Deng rise-and-fall pattern of power institutionalization.
3. Title: Precarity Without Protest: The Muted Political Consequences ofCollege-Graduate Employment Hardship in China
Authors: Li, Yuhan; Lu, Yao.
Abstract: China’s rapid expansion of higher education in recent decades has produced an unprecedented number of college graduates. This expansion has outpaced the development of the high-skilled labor market, resulting in elevated levels of unemployment and underemployment among young graduates. While these trends are often viewed as potential sources of political instability, little empirical research has explored the actual political consequences. This article addresses this by combining city-level data on youth employment and protest frequencies with in-depth interviews of unemployed and underemployed college graduates. Contrary to conventional expectations, we find that employment precarity among the graduates does not lead to increased protest activity. Interview-based research explains this political quiescence and highlights a confluence of institutional constraints, economic pressures, and social-psychological strains that inhibit mobilization. Rather than voicing their grievances collectively, many graduates respond to employment precarity through passive withdrawal and individualized coping strategies. What emerges is a generation of educated youth who are not politically disengaged out of apathy but are muted by a system that renders protest prohibitively costly and conformity essential for economic survival.
4. Title: After COVID: Between Biosecurity and Political Security in China’s Urban Governance
Authors: Qin, Xuan; Owen, Catherine. 
Abstract: This article traces the lasting transformations in China’s urban grassroots governance system wrought by three years of zero-COVID policy: increased information gathering and surveillance activities conducted by Residents’ Committees (RCs), as well as their integration into the hierarchical bureaucratic system. To demonstrate these transformations, we employ a Foucauldian lens to distinguish between emergency policies introduced during the pandemic that govern public health, which we term “biosecurity,” and longer-term policies whose object of governance is public order, which we term “political security.” Using in-depth fieldwork data alongside analysis of relevant legislation, we show that the winding down of biosecurity measures in early 2023 have laid bare an enhanced political security framework, which now forms essential parts of RCs’ daily governing tool kit. We situate these political security measures within two broader changes to China’s post-COVID administrative structure: the delegation of governance tasks from RCs to grid workers, cementing RCs within the administrative hierarchy; and the creation of the Society Work Department of the CCP Central Committee, placing focus on regular home visits and conflict prevention. We conclude that a major legacy of pandemic governance in China is a more powerful system of grassroots bureaucracy capable of the microgovernance of citizens’ private lives.
5. Title: Bureaucratic Avoidance in China’s Local Governments: The Persistence of Formalism and the Limits of Central Control
Authors: Hillman, Ben; Zhao, Tan. 
Abstract: During the past decade, China’s leaders have asserted more centralized control over the country’s vast bureaucracy through stricter discipline and accountability mechanisms, expanded administrative regulations, stringent reporting requirements, and elaborate performance evaluations. Local government leaders, particularly at the county and township levels, have, for the purposes of self-preservation, responded to the increased pressures with a variety of countermeasures, collectively known in the Chinese-language policy literature as “formalism.” The term “formalism” refers to shirking, feigned compliance and falsification, and a long list of bureaucratic behavior that emphasizes form over substance (zhongxingshi qingshizhi 重形式轻实质) and process over outcome (zhongquocheng qingjieguo 重过程轻结果). Party leaders see formalism as a serious threat to the Communist Party’s policy agenda, and combating it has become a top priority. This article draws on extensive recent field research across six provinces to examine the prevalence and drivers of formalism. We argue that the national state’s efforts to combat formalism and strengthen accountability are not only failing but exacerbating the problem. Our findings have critical implications for policy implementation and public management in the PRC.
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6. Title: The Xi Jinping Effect, edited by Ashley Esarey, and Rongbin Han. Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2024. 304 pp. US$105.00 (cloth), US$32.00 (paper).; Let Only Red Flowers Bloom: Identity and Belonging in Xi Jinping’s China, by Emily Feng. New York: Crown Books, 2025. 304 pp. US$55.00 (cloth).
Authors: Wasserstrom, Jeffrey. 
Abstract: The article reviews these books “The Xi Jinping Effect” by Ashley Esarey and Rongbin Han, and “Let Only Red Flowers Bloom: Identity and Belonging in Xi Jinping’s China” by Emily Feng.
7. Title: Political and Social Control in China: The Consolidation of Single-Party Rule, edited by Ben Hillman, and Chien-Wen Kou,. Canberra: ANU Press, 2024. xiv+303 pp. A$60.00 (paper); also available as an e-book free of charge on the publisher’s website.
Authors: Minzner, Carl. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Political and Social Control in China: The Consolidation of Single-Party Rule” by Ben Hillman, and Chien-Wen Kou.
8. Title: On Xi Jinping: How Xi’s Marxist Nationalism Is Shaping China and the World, by Kevin Rudd,. New York: Oxford University Press, 2024. xviii+ 604 pp. US$34.99/£26.99 (cloth); also available as an e-book.
Authors: Tsang, Steve. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “On Xi Jinping: How Xi’s Marxist Nationalism Is Shaping China and the World” by Kevin Rudd.
9. Title: The Party’s Interests Come First: The Life of Xi Zhongxun, Father of Xi Jinping, by Joseph Torigian,. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2025. 718 pp. US$50.00 (cloth, e-book).
Authors: Fitzgerald, John. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Party’s Interests Come First: The Life of Xi Zhongxun, Father of Xi Jinping” by Joseph Torigian.
10. Title: Civil War in Guangxi: The Cultural Revolution on China’s Southern Periphery, by Andrew Walder. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2023. xvii+276 pp. US$90.00 (cloth), US$30.00 (paper).
Authors: Wu, Yiching. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Civil War in Guangxi: The Cultural Revolution on China’s Southern Periphery” by Andrew Walder.
11. Title: Chinese Thirdspace: The Paradox of Moderate Politics, 1946–2020, by Jianmei Liu. New York: Columbia University Press, 2025. US$145.00/£121.00 (cloth), US$37.00/£30.00 (paper, e-book).
Authors: Carlos Yu-kai Lin. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Chinese Thirdspace: The Paradox of Moderate Politics, 1946–2020” by Jianmei Liu.
12. Title: From Confucius to Xi Jinping: The DNA of Chinese Politics, by Willy Lam. Abingdon: Routledge, 2025. xv+159 pp. £145.00/US$190.00 (cloth), £40.00/US$55.00 (paper), £36.00/US$49.50 (e-book).
Authors: Brown, Kerry.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “From Confucius to Xi Jinping: The DNA of Chinese Politics” by Willy Lam.
13. Title: The Governance of Economic Development: Investment, Innovation, and Competition in China, by Anson Au. Abingdon: Routledge, 2024. ix+151 pp. £135.00 (cloth), £35.99 (e-book).
Authors: Qian Forrest Zhang. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Governance of Economic Development: Investment, Innovation, and Competition in China” by Anson Au.
14. Title: China’s State-Owned Enterprises: Leadership, Reform, and Internationalization, by Wendy Leutert. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2024. xvi+214 pp. US$120.00 (cloth), US$40.00 (paper, e-book).
Authors: Teets, Jessica C. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “China’s State-Owned Enterprises: Leadership, Reform, and Internationalization” by Wendy Leutert.
15. Title: From Click to Boom: The Political Economy of E-Commerce in China, by Lizhi Liu. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2025. 328 pp. US$120.00/£100.00 (cloth), US$29.95/£25.00 (paper, e-book).
Authors: Zhang, Xiang.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “From Click to Boom: The Political Economy of E-Commerce in China” by Lizhi Liu.
16. Title: Governing China’s Digital Transformation: Industrial Policy, Regulatory Governance, and Innovation, by Jiwei Qian. London: Routledge, 2025. v+186 pp. US$152.00 (cloth), US$45.60 (e-book).
Authors: Keane, Michael.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Governing China’s Digital Transformation: Industrial Policy, Regulatory Governance, and Innovation” by Jiwei Qian.
17. Title: Mobilising China’s One-Child Generation: Education, Nationalism and Youth Militarisation in the PRC, by Orna Naftali. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2024. vii+272 pp. US$120.00/£85.00 (cloth), £21.25 (e-book).
Authors: Seeberg, Vilma.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Mobilising China’s One-Child Generation: Education, Nationalism and Youth Militarisation in the PRC” by Orna Naftali.
18. Title: Crime and Control in China: The Myth of Harmony, by Børge Bakken. Cambridge: Polity Press, 2023. xiii+306 pp. US$115.00 (cloth), £17.99/US$26.95 (paper).
Authors: Ghazi-Tehrani, Adam. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Crime and Control in China: The Myth of Harmony” by Børge Bakken.
19. Title: The Judicial System of China, by Xin He. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2025. xiv+223 pp. £90.00 (cloth), £24.99 (paper); also available as an e-book.
Authors: Potter, Pitman B.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Judicial System of China” by Xin He.
20. Title: In Search of Green China, by Ma Tianjie. Cambridge: Polity Press, 2025. 272 pp. £17.99 (cloth), £12.99 (e-book).
Authors: Chen, Gang.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “In Search of Green China” by Ma Tianjie.
21. Title: Contested Environmentalisms: Trees and the Making of Modern China, by Cheng Li. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2025. xv+277 pp. US$75.00 (cloth).
Authors: Li, Yifei. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Contested Environmentalisms: Trees and the Making of Modern China” by Cheng Li.
22. Title: Clean Air at What Cost? The Rise of Blunt Force Regulation in China, by Denise van der Kamp. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2023. xiii+300 pp. US$117.00 (cloth), US$29.99 (paper, e-book).
Authors: Shen, Shiran Victoria.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Clean Air at What Cost? The Rise of Blunt Force Regulation in China” by Denise van der Kamp.
23. Title: The Extraordinary in the Mundane: Family and Forms of Community in China, edited by Becky Yang Hsu. New York: Columbia University Press, 2025. vii+336 pp. US$140.00/£117.00 (cloth), US$35.00/£30.00 (paper, e-book).
Authors: Kipnis, Andrew B. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Extraordinary in the Mundane: Family and Forms of Community in China” by Becky Yang Hsu.
24. Title: Ethnic Branding in Contemporary China: Buyi and the Paradox of Difference, by Yu Luo. Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2025. xxiv+263 pp. US$110.00 (cloth), US$35.00 (paper).
Authors: Rautio, Suvi.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Ethnic Branding in Contemporary China: Buyi and the Paradox of Difference” by Yu Luo.
25. Title: Intimacy as a Lens on Work and Migration: Experiences of Ethnic Performers in Southwest China, by Jingyu Mao. Bristol: Bristol University Press, 2024. xv+152 pp. US$119.95/£79.99 (cloth), US$47.95/£27.99 (e-book).
Authors: Luo, Yu.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Intimacy as a Lens on Work and Migration: Experiences of Ethnic Performers in Southwest China” by Jingyu Mao.
26. Title: Past Progress: Time and Politics at the Borders of China, Russia, and Korea, by Ed Pulford. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press. 352 pp. US$32.00 (paper).
Authors: Chen, Shiwei. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Past Progress: Time and Politics at the Borders of China, Russia, and Korea” by Ed Pulford.
27. Title: Birth of the Geopolitical Age: Global Frontiers and the Making of Modern China, by Shellen Xiao Wu. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2023. 328 pp. US$130.00 (cloth), US$32.00 (paper); also available as an e-book.
Authors: Brophy, David. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Birth of the Geopolitical Age: Global Frontiers and the Making of Modern China” by Shellen Xiao Wu.
28. Title: Nine Dash Line: Deciphering the South China Sea Conundrum, by Pooja Bhatt. Abingdon: Routledge, 2024. xxvi+260 pp. £108.00/US$144.00 (cloth), £31.99/US$45.99 (e-book).
Authors: Yue Chan, Edward Sing. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Nine Dash Line: Deciphering the South China Sea Conundrum” by Pooja Bhatt.
29. Title: China Incorporated: The Politics of a World Where China Is Number One, by Kerry Brown. London: Bloomsbury, 2023. x+208 pp. US$27.00 (cloth), US$18.95 (e-book).
Authors: Pu, Xiaoyu.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “China Incorporated: The Politics of a World Where China Is Number One” by Kerry Brown.
30. Title: China’s Rising Foreign Ministry: Practices and Representations of Assertive Diplomacy, by Dylan M. H. Loh. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2024. 240 pp. US$75.00/£67.00 (cloth), US$75.00 (e-book).
Authors: Saunders, Phillip C. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “China’s Rising Foreign Ministry: Practices and Representations of Assertive Diplomacy” by Dylan M. H. Loh.
31. Title: Cold Rivals: The New Era of US-China Strategic Competition, edited by Evan S. Medeiros. Washington, DC: Georgetown University Press, 2023. xii+320 pp. US$110.95 (cloth), US$36.95 (paper, e-book).
Authors: Pu, Xiaoyu. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Cold Rivals: The New Era of US-China Strategic Competition” by Evan S. Medeiros.
32. Title: The Lost Chance in China and the Rise of Cold War Populism, by Stephen Hartnett. East Lansing: Michigan State University Press, 2025. xvii+304 pp. US$124.95 (cloth), US$64.95 (paper, e-book).
Authors: Wang, Da.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Lost Chance in China and the Rise of Cold War Populism” by Stephen Hartnett.
33. Title: The Upside of US-Chinese Strategic Competition: Institutional Balancing and Order Transition in the Asia Pacific, by Kai He, and Huiyun Feng. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2025. vii+197 pp. US$110.00 (cloth), US$35.99 (paper, e-book).
Authors: Zhang, Ketian. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Upside of US-Chinese Strategic Competition: Institutional Balancing and Order Transition in the Asia Pacific” by Kai He and Huiyun Feng.
34. Title: Hedging the China Threat: US-Taiwan Security Relations Since 1949, by Shao-cheng Sun. Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner, 2024. vi+373 pp. US$125.00 (cloth), US$125.00 (e-book).
Authors: Yue Chan, Edward Sing.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Hedging the China Threat: US-Taiwan Security Relations Since 1949” by Shao-cheng Sun.
35. Title: Upstart: How China Became a Great Power, by Oriana Skylar Mastro. New York: Oxford University Press, 2024. 336 pp. £22.99 (cloth).
Authors: Jost, Tyler.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Upstart: How China Became a Great Power” by Oriana Skylar Mastro.
36. Title: Not Just Another Cold War: The Global Implications of the US-China Rivalry, edited by Bård Nikolas Vik Steen. New York: Oxford University Press, 2025. xix+381pp. £64.00 (cloth), £22.99 (paper); also available as an e-book.
Authors: Korolev, Alexander.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Not Just Another Cold War: The Global Implications of the US-China Rivalry” by Bård Nikolas Vik Steen.
37. Title: The War for Chinese Talent in America: The Politics of Technology and Knowledge in Sino-U.S. Relations, by David Zweig. 200 pp. Ann Arbor, MI: Association for Asian Studies, 2024. US$26.00/£22.00 (paper, e-book).
Authors: Ma, Yingyi. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The War for Chinese Talent in America: The Politics of Technology and Knowledge in Sino-U.S. Relations” by David Zweig.
38. Title: China-Russia Strategic Alignment in International Politics, by Alexander Korolev. Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press, 2022. 200 pp. €117.00 (cloth, e-book).
Authors: Lanoszka, Alexander. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “China-Russia Strategic Alignment in International Politics” by Alexander Korolev.
39. Title: China’s Vulnerability Paradox: How the World’s Largest Consumer Transformed Global Commodity Markets, by Pascale Massot. New York: Oxford University Press, 2024. 312 pp. US$99.00 (cloth), US$34.95 (paper).
Authors: Eaton, Sarah. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “China’s Vulnerability Paradox: How the World’s Largest Consumer Transformed Global Commodity Markets” by Pascale Massot.
40. Title: Sovereign Funds: How the Communist Party of China Finances Its Global Ambitions, by Zongyuan Zoe Liu. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2023. 288 pp. US$45.00/£39.95/€40.95 (cloth).
Authors: Chin, Gregory T. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Sovereign Funds: How the Communist Party of China Finances Its Global Ambitions” by Zongyuan Zoe Liu.
41. Title: China’s Relations with Africa: A New Era of Strategic Engagement, by David H. Shinn, and Joshua Eisenman. New York: Columbia University Press, 2023. xviii+484 pp. US$140.00/£117.00 (cloth), US$35.00/£30.00 (paper), US$34.99/£30.00 (e-book).
Authors: Murphy, Dawn C. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “China’s Relations with Africa: A New Era of Strategic Engagement” by David H. Shinn, and Joshua Eisenman.
42. Title: China’s Changing Role in the Middle East: Filling a Power Vacuum?, by Chuchu Zhang. Abingdon: Routledge, 2025. vii+214 pp. £116.00/US$152.00 (cloth), £31.99/US$54.99 (paper, e-book).
Authors: Scobell, Andrew. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “China’s Changing Role in the Middle East: Filling a Power Vacuum?” by Chuchu Zhang.
43. Title: Man in a Hurry: Murray MacLehose and Colonial Autonomy in Hong Kong, by Ray Yep. Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press, 2024. xi+202 pp. HK$295.00/US$60.00 (cloth).
Authors: Smart, Alan. 
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Man in a Hurry: Murray MacLehose and Colonial Autonomy in Hong Kong” by Ray Yep.
44. Title: The New Politics of Beijing–Hong Kong Relations: Ideological Conflicts and Factionalism, by Sonny Shiu-Hing Lo. Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press, 2024. 304 pp. HK$700.00 (cloth), HK$230.00/US$31.00 (paper).
Authors: Hiu-Fung Chung.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The New Politics of Beijing–Hong Kong Relations: Ideological Conflicts and Factionalism” by Sonny Shiu-Hing Lo.
45. Title: Politics and Cultural Nativism in 1970s Taiwan: Youth, Narrative, and Nationalism, by A-chin Hsiau. New York: Columbia University Press, 2021. v+293 pp. US$140.00/£108.00 (cloth), US$35.00/£28.00 (paper, e-book).
Authors: Esarey, Ashley.
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Politics and Cultural Nativism in 1970s Taiwan: Youth, Narrative, and Nationalism” by A-chin Hsiau.
