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1. Title: The Cultural Production of “Bad” Rural Schools in China
Authors: Yuan Teng, Jiaxin Chen
Abstract: Rural schools in China have long been in a state of underdevelopment. Studies have mainly addressed this issue from the perspective of rural–urban structural inequality, while neglecting the cultural processes that lead to inequality reproduction. Through the lens of cultural production, this study analyses qualitative data gathered in Gongshui county in central China, revealing how rural teachers and parents construct a negative perception of rural schools, evoked by devalued meanings associated with schools’ physical appearance, teaching staff characteristics and academic performance. Influenced by the discourse on rural inferiority, teachers and parents have cultivated a collective identity of becoming “less” rural and adopt strategies to disassociate themselves from rural education and community. Their cultural production of “bad” rural schools perpetuates and reinforces the underdevelopment of rural schools. This study draws attention to the cultural misconceptions surrounding rurality and the cultural processes by which educational inequalities are produced and reproduced in rural areas, both in China and globally.
2. Title: The “Illusion of Suzhi Jiaoyu”: A Grounded Analysis of Zhihu Discourse Surrounding Reactions to China’s National Curriculum
Authors: Olivia Fine
Abstract: This study deploys netnography to investigate online reaction to suzhi jiaoyu, China’s national curriculum. Few papers have attempted to gauge popular opinion on the curriculum, despite state rhetoric that, once universally implemented, it will revolutionize China’s development. I analyse 1,644 posts of netizens’ judgements of ongoing suzhi jiaoyu reforms, uploaded to China’s most popular “question-and-answer” site, Zhihu. Deploying grounded theory to gauge the levels and nature of consensus/dissent across opinions, my study details the unpopularity of suzhi jiaoyu among users of Zhihu. Most appropriate suzhi jiaoyu discourse to criticize China’s unequal distribution of resources and, implicitly, the failure of state initiatives to address these inequalities. Users perceive the previous national curriculum to be fairer, noting the absence of sufficient state intervention in this area. I conclude by examining the broader implications of Zhihu users’ engagement with social problems in China.
3. Title: Naturalizing Data Centre Clusters: Sociotechnical Imaginaries of “Digital Ecological Civilization” in Contemporary China
Authors: Kevin Ziyu Liu
Abstract: This article investigates how China’s national vision of ecological development integrates digital technology through the narrative of “digital ecological civilization.” Employing the framework of sociotechnical imaginaries, it explores how this narrative emerges nationally and is localized in Guizhou, a burgeoning data centre hub. Nationally, “Digital China” and “ecological civilization” converge into “digital ecological civilization,” portraying digital technology as a transformative force for human–nature harmony, distinct from Maoist ideals of dominating nature. In Guizhou, local discourse highlights the province’s “natural” advantages – climate, resources and karst landscape – framing its digital growth as natural and inevitable. Yet, this narrative obscures extensive state interventions, mythicizing technology’s role while sidelining historical complexities and socialist-era legacies. It legitimizes state-led infrastructural investments and projects a unified future vision. The study illuminates how a “techno-eco unity” sociotechnical imaginary shapes China’s developmental path, revealing the intricate interplay of technology, ecology and modernity in crafting an alternative modernization narrative.
4. Title: The Cultural Politics of Yak Pageants and Slaughter Renunciation Among Tibetan Pastoralist Communities in China
Authors: Tsering Bum
Abstract: The renunciation of the slaughter of yaks has become a significant cultural movement among Tibetan pastoralist communities in China, influenced by prominent figures in the Nyingma tradition of Tibetan Buddhism. This movement promotes a compassionate approach to livestock management, encouraging pastoralists to abstain from slaughtering yaks or selling them to slaughterhouses. While existing scholarship acknowledges the widespread adoption of this ethical practice, it often overlooks the ways in which pastoralists actively resist and reinterpret these norms. In this article, I propose the concept of performative agency to examine how pastoralists in the Pema Rito area of Qinghai province use an annual yak pageant as a platform to articulate their own desires and aspirations. I contend that the yak pageant functions as a crucial site of contestation, where pastoralists assert their agency by negotiating externally imposed ethical norms to advance their own vision of pastoralist life on their own terms.
5. Title: Leveraging Local Courts to Penalize Corruption in China: Trials at a Distance
Authors: Yuan Zhou, Xiao Ma
Abstract: How do Chinese courts punish corruption? This paper demonstrates how China strategically leverages its court system to signal anti-corruption resolve by transferring high-level corruption cases to local courts in distant jurisdictions. Assigning cases to distant courts insulates the judiciary from local political interference through geographic recusal and prevents the formation of a focal point for elite coordination by creating uncertainty about which court will be designated. Using an original dataset of high-ranking officials convicted of corruption since the 18th Party Congress, this paper finds that: 1) during the court designation stage, the more severe the case, the more distant the court, and the specific location of the court cannot be easily inferred from previous assignment records or case profiles; and 2) at the conviction stage, given the same case severity, courts that are farther away tend to impose longer sentences. These findings suggest that despite the prevalence of local judicial capture and protectionism, the local court system can still be strategically employed as an institutional tool for punishing corruption.
6. Title: Hunting Tigers or Swatting Flies? The Impact of Anti-corruption Information in China
Authors: Jun Zhang, Sunny L. Yang
Abstract: Since 2012, China has steadily advanced its anti-corruption efforts through the dual strategies of “hunting tigers” and “swatting flies.” However, the distinct impact of information about these two approaches on public perceptions of corruption across government levels remains underexplored. Drawing on a randomized survey experiment with 1,596 respondents in H province, this study reveals a phenomenon we term “hierarchical corruption perception.” Our findings indicate that information about grassroots-focused “swatting flies” efforts significantly reduces public perceptions of corruption at lower levels of government while producing mixed effects for perceived corruption at higher levels. In contrast, information about high-profile “hunting tigers” cases has limited average effects but significantly impacts individuals with lower corruption tolerance. By demonstrating that the effects of anti-corruption information depend on both the level of government involved and individual predispositions, these findings challenge conventional views on “corruption scandal fatigue” and provide important insights for designing effective, grassroots-oriented anti-corruption communication strategies.
7. Title: Housing Price Surge and Political Trust in Urban China: A Cohort-based Analysis
Authors: Yu Zhang, Jie Chen
Abstract: The unanticipated spillover effects of economic policies on residents’ political trust have seldom been discussed in the literature. This paper examines the impact of the rapid increase in housing prices, triggered by the economic stimulus policies implemented by the Chinese government in response to the 2008 financial crisis, on residents’ political trust. Empirical research based on data from the China Family Panel Studies (CFPS) indicates that the rapid rise in housing prices had differentiated effects on political trust among different age groups: it weakened the political trust of the younger and middle-aged groups but enhanced the political trust felt by elderly groups. Mechanism analysis reveals that the sudden and rapid rise in housing prices exacerbated younger people’s housing difficulties, suppressed their wealth accumulation and undermined their sense of self-efficacy, thus eroding their political trust. The findings of this paper not only extend the research on the formation mechanism of political trust but also broaden the research perspective of housing politics and provide new empirical evidence for understanding the complex dynamic relationship between economic development and political stability.
8. Title: Policy Innovation by China’s Local Governments: Beyond the “Championship” Model
Authors: Junxing Wang, Jianxing Yu
Abstract: The “innovation championship” model has been instrumental in explaining policy innovations in China’s local governments, particularly at the provincial level. However, discrepancies between this model and real-world cases raise questions about its broader applicability. To address this, we employ a dichotomous framework (innovation generation/borrowing) and conduct multi-level quantitative analyses of government work reports. Our analysis suggests that between 2003 and 2022, most provincial innovations were driven by the championship model, which relies on central government recognition, while others were shaped by peer recognition mechanisms. Together, these form a “central and peer” (CP) model that prioritizes innovation generation while incorporating a degree of innovation borrowing. This CP model differentiates the innovation functions among provincial governments, which have formed a collective innovation network: pioneering provinces generate model policies, while others capitalize on these opportunities. Moreover, the extent of the central authority’s influence determines the relative importance of these two mechanisms.
9. Title: State Repression and Selective Expression: Communal Canteens and the “Collective” Memory of China’s Great Leap Famine
Authors: Viola Rothschild
Abstract: Mao’s violent collectivization and forced labour campaigns during China’s Great Leap Forward (1958–1962) led to as many as 45 million deaths in what is widely regarded as the worst famine in human history. Drawing on a corpus of over 300 interviews with famine survivors, I apply a mixed-methods approach to examine the impact of mass state repression on how such survivors speak about a repressive regime that remains in power. Exploiting variation in county-level mortality rates, I find that interviewees exposed to more intense state violence do not publicly voice more explicitly negative attitudes towards the state, but they do possess more latent negative sentiments. Furthermore, I use the establishment and subsequent dissolution of communal canteens – a key repressive institution through which the state functioned as the sole food distributor during a time of extreme scarcity – as an analytical lever to show that although some survivors may be unwilling to express grievances directly against an enduring regime that perpetrated mass violence, they readily express negativity towards a long-dead institution.
10. Title: Reckoning with the Past: Official Historical Inquiries into Guangxi’s Cultural Revolution, 1983–1987
Authors: Guoqing Song
Abstract: This article draws on newly accessible primary sources to examine how, between 1983 and 1987, the Chinese Communist Party addressed the legacy of Cultural Revolution-era political violence in Guangxi. It focuses on a series of initiatives through which local authorities revised historical narratives, assessed political responsibility within bureaucratic frameworks, and documented past events through structured writing efforts. These efforts, the article argues, amounted to a form of contained transitional justice – a Party-directed, bureaucratically managed process of reckoning with the past that combined internal investigation, symbolic redress and controlled truth production. While resembling global practices of transitional justice in truth-seeking and victim rehabilitation, the process was tightly constrained by ideological priorities and excluded meaningful public participation. The Guangxi case, exceptional for both the scale of violence and the timing of its reckoning, offers insight into how authoritarian regimes manage traumatic historical legacies through disciplined yet symbolic mechanisms of historical clarification.
11. Title: Feeling Blue: Public Support for Taiwan’s Bluebird Movement and Legislative Reform
Authors: Lev Nachman, Wei-Ting Yen, Hannah June Kim
Abstract: Taiwanese politics is often characterized as being dominated by two camps: the “blue” camp, which supports the Chinese Nationalist Party (KMT), and the “green” camp, which supports the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP). However, a substantial portion of the electorate identifies as independent, representing one of the largest but least studied groups in Taiwan’s political landscape. This study examines how independent voters differed from partisan voters in their responses to one of the most defining political moments in recent years, the legislative reform, and the subsequent Bluebird movement, one of the largest social protests in Taiwan since 2014. Drawing on two waves of original survey data, we find that independents were more likely to adopt the KMT’s framing of the protests and related legislative reforms. However, independent voters had greater support than blue camp supporters for democratic practices, despite their alignment over the Bluebird movement. These findings advance understanding of Taiwan’s electoral blocs, the dynamics of movement–party relations and the contours of democratic support among its citizens.
12. Title: Multilevel Diaspora Governance: A Case Study of a New Qiaoxiang County in China
Authors: Na Ren, Sitong Long
Abstract: Since China’s open-door policy and “going-out” strategy gained momentum in the 21st century, several new qiaoxiang 侨乡 (“hometowns” of overseas Chinese) have emerged. The launch of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) in 2013 has further increased Chinese transnational mobility and the interactions between overseas Chinese communities and their places of origin. This study takes Shaodong city in Hunan province as a case study to explain the driving forces behind the formation of a newly emerging qiaoxiang from political and socio-economic perspectives. It proposes that multilayered transnational network governance is a significant model for qiaoxiang in diaspora engagement. Using a rescaling approach, this study argues that diaspora governance relies not only on the primordial ties of locality, kinship and ethnicity that new emigrants maintain with their hometowns but is also dynamically shaped by pluralized qiaoxiang governmental networks at various levels, including provincial, municipal and county. These networks are constructed by the diaspora through both vertical and horizontal structures. Theoretically, this study transcends the traditional paradigm of centralized and singular diaspora governance at national or subnational levels, contributing to the understanding of the multilevel structures of diaspora governance from decentralized and pluralized perspectives.
13. Title: “I Wish I Looked More Chinese”: Contemporary (Re)encounters with “Race” and Racialization for Chileans of Chinese Descent
Authors: Carol Chan, Maria Montt Strabucchi
Abstract: Despite more than a century of continuous migration from China to Chile, there is little public acknowledgement of the existence of several generations of Chileans of Chinese descent. A Chinese presence in Chile dates back to the late 19th century, with the arrival of Cantonese men who worked in guano mining and agriculture in South America. Based on an ethnographic study of diverse Chileans of Chinese descent based in northern and central Chile, this article illuminates the factors conditioning the contemporary desire of some Chileans to claim a Chinese ancestry that their parents or grandparents sought to deny or downplay. We show how they employ history and temporal distance to articulate a specific sense of Chineseness that legitimates their territorial and national belonging to Chile while at the same time excluding contemporary Chinese migrants. A historical and ethnographic analysis of Chinese racialization in Chile contributes to our understanding of how racial categories are reproduced, transformed and refracted over time.
14. Title: The Overrepresented Winner? Ethnic Minority Legislators in China’s National People’s Congress
Authors: Wenhui Yang, Xinyang Gao
Abstract: Does increasing descriptive representation enhance substantive representation? While ethnic minorities are generally underrepresented in legislatures worldwide, they are overrepresented in China’s National People’s Congress. We show that overrepresentation of ethnic legislators does not result in greater substantive representation. Compared to their Han counterparts, ethnic minority legislators are less likely to sponsor bills, show no significant difference in submitting policy suggestions, and are reticent to propose legislation on ethnic issues. They face challenges in mobilizing sufficient signatures for bill sponsorship within delegations and in building cross-delegation policy coalitions. Ethnic fragmentation may hinder their ability to advance the policy agenda. Our findings suggest that institutional constraints and collective action problems may hinder ethnic legislators from achieving substantive representation.
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15. Title: Eastward, Westward: A Life in Law Jerome A. Cohen. New York: Columbia University Press, 2025. 384 pp. $38.00; £32.00 (hbk). ISBN 9780231215923
Authors: Verna Yu
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Eastward, Westward: A Life in Law” by Jerome A. Cohen.
16. Title: Political Trust in China Lianjiang Li. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2025. 172 pp. $19.95 (pbk, also available Open Access). ISBN 9780472057528
Authors: Martin K. Dimitrov
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Political Trust in China” by Lianjiang Li.
17. Title: Cyber Governance in China: Balancing State Centrism and Collaborative Dynamics Cuihong Cai. London and New York: Routledge, 2025. 284 pp. £145.00 (hbk). ISBN 9781032846828
Authors: Vincent Brussee
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Cyber Governance in China: Balancing State Centrism and Collaborative Dynamics” by Cuihong Cai.
18. Title: Governing China’s Digital Transformation: Industrial Policy, Regulatory Governance, and Innovation Jiwei Qian. London and New York: Routledge, 2026. 180 pp. £145.00 (hbk). ISBN 9781032386584
Authors: Scott Moore
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Governing China’s Digital Transformation: Industrial Policy, Regulatory Governance, and Innovation” by Jiwei Qian.
19. Title: Automating Governance in China? Data-Driven Systems in the Scoring Society Edited by Haiqing Yu and Rogier Creemers. Leiden: Leiden University Press, 2025. 238 pp. €122.00 (hbk). ISBN 9789087284657
Authors: Marianne von Blomberg
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Automating Governance in China? Data-Driven Systems in the Scoring Society” by Haiqing Yu and Rogier Creemers.
20. Title: From Click to Boom: The Political Economy of E-Commerce in China Lizhi Liu. Princeton and Oxford: Princeton University Press, 2024. 311 pp. $29.95; £25.00 (pbk). ISBN 9780691254104
Authors: Eric Thun
Abstract: The article reviews the book “From Click to Boom: The Political Economy of E-Commerce in China” by Lizhi Liu.
21. Title: Comparing Socialist Approaches: Economics and Social Security in Cuba, China, and Vietnam Carmelo Mesa-Lago. Pittsburgh, PA: University of Pittsburgh Press, 2025. 360 pp. $65.00 (hbk). ISBN 9780822948476
Authors: Dorothy J. Solinger
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Comparing Socialist Approaches: Economics and Social Security in Cuba, China, and Vietnam” by Carmelo Mesa-Lago.
22. Title: State Building in Cold War Asia: Comrades and Competitors on the Sino-Vietnamese Border Yin Qingfei. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2024. xiii + 298 pp. $120.00 (hbk). ISBN 9781009426640
Authors: Xiaobing Li
Abstract: The article reviews the book “State Building in Cold War Asia: Comrades and Competitors on the Sino-Vietnamese Border” by Yin Qingfei.
23. Title: Through the India-China Border: Kalimpong in the Himalayas Prem Poddar and Lisa Lindkvist Zhang. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2024. 310 pp. £90.00 (hbk). ISBN 9781009499354
Authors: Dibyesh Anand
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Through the India-China Border: Kalimpong in the Himalayas” by Prem Poddar and Lisa Lindkvist Zhang.
24. Title: The EU and China: Avoiding a New Cold War Edited by Thomas Meyer and José Luís de Sales Marques. London and New York: Routledge, 2024. 152 pp. £38.99 (pbk). ISBN 9781032677644
Authors: Indrajit Roy
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The EU and China: Avoiding a New Cold War” by Thomas Meyer and José Luís de Sales Marques.
25. Title: China’s Emerging Security Diplomacy in Africa Isaac Owusu Frimpong. Singapore: Springer Nature, 2025. 215 pp. £109.99 (hbk). ISBN 9789819643639
Authors: Winslow Robertson
Abstract: The article reviews the book “China’s Emerging Security Diplomacy in Africa” by Isaac Owusu Frimpong.
26. Title: China in the World Bank, IMF, and WIPO: Understanding Trends in Global Governance Behavior James Frick. London: Bloomsbury, 2025. 247 pp. £90.00 (hbk). ISBN 9781666963373
Authors: Hongying Wang
Abstract: The article reviews the book “China in the World Bank, IMF, and WIPO: Understanding Trends in Global Governance Behavior” by James Frick.
27. Title: China and Climate Leadership: A Role Theory Analysis Kim Vender. London and New York: Routledge, 2025. 263 pp. £116.00 (hbk). ISBN 9781032732770
Authors: Yitong Ye
Abstract: The article reviews the book “China and Climate Leadership: A Role Theory Analysis” by Kim Vender.
28. Title: Remaking the Earth, Exhausting the People: The Burden of Conservation in Modern China Micah S. Muscolino. Seattle, WA: University of Washington Press, 2025. xii + 320 pp. $35.00 (pbk). ISBN 9780295753980
Authors: Stevan Harrell
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Remaking the Earth, Exhausting the People: The Burden of Conservation in Modern China” by Micah S. Muscolino.
29. Title: Blue Skies over Wuhan: The Evolution of Environmental Protection Policy in Hubei, 1970s–80s Yun Liu. Vancouver: UBC Press, 2025. 232 pp. CA$75.00; £62.00. (hbk) ISBN 9780774870818
Authors: Benjamin Steuer
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Blue Skies over Wuhan: The Evolution of Environmental Protection Policy in Hubei, 1970s–80s” by Yun Liu.
30. Title: From Periphery to Centre: The Road of Internationalization of Higher Education in China Mei Li. London and New York: Routledge, 2024. 260 pp. $55.99 (pbk). ISBN 9781032543833
Authors: Mingzheng Hu
Abstract: The article reviews the book “From Periphery to Centre: The Road of Internationalization of Higher Education in China” by Mei Li.
31. Title: The Highest Exam: How the Gaokao Shapes China Ruixue Jia, Hongbin Li and Claire Cousineau. Cambridge, MA and London: The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2025. $29.95; £24.95 (hbk). ISBN 9780674295391
Authors: Cora Lingling Xu
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Highest Exam: How the Gaokao Shapes China” by Ruixue Jia, Hongbin Li and Claire Cousineau.
32. Title: Between Families and Institutions: Mental Health and Biopolitical Paternalism in Contemporary China Zhiying Ma. Durham, NC: Duke University Press. 2025. 224 pp. $25.95 (pbk). ISBN 9781478031741
Authors: Yidong Gong
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Between Families and Institutions: Mental Health and Biopolitical Paternalism in Contemporary China” by Zhiying Ma.
33. Title: The Party’s Interests Come First: The Life of Xi Zhongxun, Father of Xi Jinping Joseph Torigian. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2025. 718 pp. $50.00 (hbk). ISBN 9781503634756
Authors: Jean Christopher Mittelstaedt
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Party’s Interests Come First: The Life of Xi Zhongxun, Father of Xi Jinping” by Joseph Torigian.
34. Title: Writing to the Rhythm of Labor: Cultural Politics of the Chinese Revolution, 1942–1976 Benjamin Kindler. New York: Columbia University Press, 2025. 280 pp. $37.00; £30.00 (pbk). ISBN 9780231219327
Authors: Ban Wang
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Writing to the Rhythm of Labor: Cultural Politics of the Chinese Revolution, 1942–1976” by Benjamin Kindler.
35. Title: Domination and Mobilization: The Rise and Fall of Political Parties in China’s Republican Era Xiaobo Lü. London and New York: Cambridge University Press, 2025. 280 pp. £26.99 (pbk). ISBN 9781009588843
Authors: Daniel Koss
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Domination and Mobilization: The Rise and Fall of Political Parties in China’s Republican Era” by Xiaobo Lü.
36. Title: China’s Church Divided: Bishop Louis Jin and the Post-Mao Catholic Revival Paul P. Mariani. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2025. 352 pp. £41.95 (hbk). ISBN 9780674297654
Authors: Chit Wai John Mok
Abstract: The article reviews the book “China's Church Divided: Bishop Louis Jin and the Post-Mao Catholic Revival” by Paul P. Mariani.
