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1. Title: Faith, race, and auto-gentrification: What Ultra-Orthodox Jewish communities reveal about urban change
Authors: Martin Francisco Saps
Abstract: Scholarship on urban change has taken race, class, and culture as competing interpretations through which to explain socio-economic change in urban neighborhoods. However, the literature has focused less on religion as a structural factor shaping this change. This article addresses this gap by studying the spatial clustering of Ultra-Orthodox (Haredi) Jews in London and New York—a group overlooked by urban scholars despite living near commonly studied sites of gentrification. Under the same structural forces of urban change, this “non-liberal” group actively works to secure space through political dealmaking and communal welfare networks which promote the interests of its members over those of outsiders. This account reveals how members benefit from the religious group’s strong internal welfare system and relationship with the state, despite also suffering from housing shortages and unaffordability. Bringing together literatures on race, class, religion, and housing, this article provides a new angle from which to examine how urban communities experience urban change in the gentrification nexus.
2. Title: Cooperation or confrontation? The meaning of property rights for community participation in Shanghai, China
Authors: Tingting Lu, Shenjing He, Rong Cai

Abstract: Property rights have played a critical role in shaping residents’ community participation within the realm of neighbourhood governance. More recently, debates around common property rights in gated communities have complicated community participation, presenting diverse driving forces underscoring either an economic logic aimed at securing property values or a political logic for facilitating self-governance. Yet it remains unclear how common property rights are perceived and how rights conscientiousness (re)shapes state–society relationships in the context of intensified state intervention in China. Using large-scale survey data from gated communities in Shanghai and applying multi-level random intercept and multi-level random slope modes, we find that disadvantaged social groups tend to engage in cooperative participation, while residents with strong consciousness of property rights and high economic capability tend to adopt confrontational participation. Furthermore, common property rights are less well known by residents and exhibit a weaker negative association with cooperative participation than private property rights. We argue that while private housing property rights underpin the emergence of a new framework of neighbourhood governance that deviates from traditional top-down approaches, common property rights remain relatively superficial and fragile. This is largely due to the failure to institutionalise common property rights, characterised by ambiguous definitions and legislations, which highlights the local state’s goverancne rationale of prioritising the territorialisation of space over the devolution of power to private governance.
3. Title: Devolution and economic growth in England’s City Regions
Authors: Nicholas Patrick Sweeney
Abstract: Devolution is argued to reduce spatial inequalities by improving policymaking, tailoring policies and thus promoting (inclusive) economic growth. To assess this argument in the English context, I study the performance of the six regions that received increased powers via Mayoral Combined Authority status in 2017 under the Cities and Local Government Devolution Act (CLGDA) 2016. Using data spanning from 2011 to 2022 and a difference-in-differences approach with heterogeneous treatment effects, I analyse the influence of the first six years of devolution on economic growth. The findings show that devolved areas did not experience faster than expected growth. Moreover, within devolved areas, the estimated growth effect of devolution was more favourable for already wealthy districts than for poorer ones. In combination, these results paint a negative picture for the influence of the CLGDA 2016 as a tool for reducing between- or within-region economic inequalities, adding to a weight of literature questioning the efficacy of devolution in England.
4. Title: Explaining neighborhood effects on neighborhood cohesion: The varying influence of residential reputation by household income
Authors: Cristóbal Ortiz-Vilches, Quentin Ramond
Abstract: This article examines whether perceived residential reputation mediates the effect of neighborhood context on neighborhood cohesion, including residents’ sense of belonging and sociability. Moreover, it analyzes whether this mediated neighborhood effect on local social cohesion varies across socioeconomic groups. Using data from the Chilean Longitudinal Social Survey (2018–2022), we apply moderated mediation models that allow us to examine jointly why and for whom neighborhoods influence social cohesion at the local level. Results indicate that neighborhood effects are mediated by residential reputations: an increase in neighborhood advantage is associated with better reputations that subsequently enhance neighborhood cohesion. We find evidence of full mediation, meaning that neighborhood socioeconomic status influences cohesion only through reputations. Then, we show that the size of the mediated neighborhood effect on local cohesion decreases with income, such that it becomes weaker among higher-income groups. Specifically, the latter are less affected by territorial stigma and maintain stronger affective bonds and local sociability in deprived areas, compared to lower-income groups. In the discussion, we highlight the continuing salience of social class in shaping the subjective experiences of spatial inequality and argue for more research on how neighborhood effect mechanisms operate differently across population subgroups.
5. Title: Geospatial relative income and subjective well-being in Hong Kong: A spatiotemporal perspective concerning adjacent neighborhoods
Authors: Chi Zhang, Zhuoni Zhang
Abstract: Cities are composed of heterogeneous local contexts. This study investigates whether and how the well-being of urban dwellers is influenced by spatially structured contextual exposure within a localized area. Using geocoded survey data from the Hong Kong Panel Study of Social Dynamics, matched with official neighborhood-level statistics, we pay special attention to relative neighborhood income (RNI), an inter-neighborhood comparison reflecting a neighborhood’s relative income position compared with adjacent neighborhoods. The results show that living in neighborhoods with poorer income positions relates to lower subjective well-being (SWB). A positive change in RNI over time significantly enhances SWB, whereas a negative temporal change is not linked with a proportional decrease. We also find empirical support for Dusenberry’s hypothesis that relative household income (a household’s relative income position within the residential neighborhood) positively relates to SWB, with the effects of upward comparisons being more pronounced. The findings underscore the contextual effects of places that extend beyond individuals’ immediate residential neighborhoods and highlight their importance in neighborhood research.
6. Title: Building resilient communities: COVID-19 lessons from a resurgent farmers’ market
Authors: Roza Tchoukaleyska
Abstract: This article examines the role of public spaces like farmers’ markets in sustaining urban communities during the first two years of the COVID-19 pandemic. Drawing on research completed with the St John’s Farmers’ Market in Newfoundland, Canada, between 2020 and 2022, it demonstrates how a slow-growth economic model and cooperative governance structures effectively prepared the organization for the economic and social shocks of the pandemic. Through successive lockdowns and tightening of public health measures, the market used a range of techniques to provide a space for socially distant interactions, which included physical dividers and new modes of selling products alongside a restructuring of the organization’s operations. Into the later phases of the pandemic the St John’s Farmers’ Market was consistently identified as a place of community and belonging by research participants, which reflected the continuing importance of venues like farmers’ markets to the social life of cities. The article concludes by drawing lessons from this experience, with emphasis on the role of community-led development and the importance of community-owned assets in building urban resilience. In an instance where most public space literature captures the dimming of public space usage at the onset of COVID-19, this article demonstrates how such sites were re-imagined and ultimately re-opened, adding valuable perspectives on the rebuilding of urban public space in mid-sized cities.
7. Title: Land value capture in practice: Unpacking the experience of Naranjal through a spatial (in)justice lens
Authors: Erika Alejandra García Fermín
Abstract: Land-value capture (LVC) has gained traction as a self-financing instrument for urban development. This article examines its opportunities and limits through a single case study, the Naranjal Partial Urban Renewal Plan, a large-scale, municipally led intervention in a low-income neighbourhood of Medellín. Anchored in Soja’s spatial justice, it advances a framework to identify LVC (in)justices across three dimensions: influence over spatial production, distribution of costs and risks, and the spatial allocation of socially valued resources. Case evidence shows that, in the absence of early public investment and sustained institutional–political support, LVC instruments generated revenue neither sufficient nor timely to fund infrastructure and social mitigation, ultimately shifting costs and risks onto vulnerable, lower-income groups.
8. Title: Beyond land financing: State entrepreneurialism and the restructuring of chengtou companies to sustain urban development
Authors: Minsi Liu, Kevin Lo
Abstract: China’s land finance–driven state entrepreneurialism is threatened by an unprecedented property market downturn and the imposition of strict state regulations on land financialization. As such, it is important to consider how local governments and chengtou companies (urban investment and development companies) adapt to this new context to re-theorize state entrepreneurialism. Drawing on a case study of a Chinese eco-city, we theorize two types of strategies to reduce dependency on land financing. Vertical strategies use scalar politics to elevate the urban project area’s administrative level, allowing chengtou companies to restructure their equity and increase their decision-making power, financing, and investments in new sectors. Horizontal strategies entail adjusting business offerings through technological and organizational innovation to pursue new market opportunities. The results highlight how chengtou companies transformed to ensure the continued functioning of state entrepreneurialism beyond land financing.
9. Title: Intergenerational housing strategies and social closure in Gangnam
Authors: Sihyun Choi
Abstract: This study examines intergenerational wealth transfer and class reproduction strategies centered on Gangnam housing, drawing from in-depth interviews with senior residents and their adult children. The senior upper-middle class residents of Gangnam, who acquired residential properties early during the district’s development and accumulated significant wealth, engage in class reproduction by transferring assets—primarily Gangnam real estate—to their adult children. This practice emerges as a response to rising labor market insecurity and increasing housing market polarization, which make it difficult for their children to secure residency in Gangnam independently. This article makes three key arguments. First, it emphasizes that class reproduction strategies extend beyond young adulthood, continuing over the life course into middle age. Second, it highlights that intergenerational wealth transfer requires persistent collaboration and sustained efforts between generations. Third, it argues that family strategies aimed exclusively at sharing scarce urban resources, such as Gangnam’s high-priced real estate, exemplify class- and space-based social closure, thereby functioning as a mechanism that perpetuates social inequality.
10. Title: The valuation of energy efficiency labels in the French housing market
Authors: Sylvain Chareyron
Abstract: This study assesses the effect of energy efficiency labels on the private housing market using information on energy efficiency assessments of housing and property transactions in France between 2016 and 2021. We take into consideration two energy labels assigned to dwellings, one that calculates energy efficiency based on energy consumption and the other on greenhouse gas emissions. The results of the hedonic regressions show that having a higher efficiency rating has a significantly positive effect on housing prices. We also show that this effect increases with the number of annual heating degree days of the locality of the dwelling, indicating the importance of the energy-saving aspect in the market valuation of energy-efficient housing. Finally, using regression discontinuity estimates, we differentiate between the effect of the cognitive perception of labels and of the real energy efficiency gain on housing prices. Our findings reveal that the cognitive effect is predominantly observed in the least efficient dwellings.
11. Title: Caste, class, city and choice: Unravelling caste-based school segregation in urban India
Authors: Bheemeshwar Reddy A, Prakash Kumar Shukla, Mayank Agrawal, [...]
Abstract: This article investigates the interplay between housing segregation and school segregation in major Indian cities, emphasising the broader implications for urban equity. Analysis of UDISE+ and population census data reveals a positive and statistically significant association between residential segregation rooted in caste divisions and the perpetuation of caste-based school segregation in urban India. This residential segregation, stemming from the intersection of caste and class, confines socially and economically disadvantaged caste groups to nearby low-fee private schools or public schools. India’s school admissions policy, which relies on unrestricted school choice based on income, exacerbates these inequities and perpetuates caste-based segregation among schools due to persistent caste-based economic disparities in urban areas. The findings underscore the critical impact of spatial and educational segregation on urban equity, offering insights into how these forms of segregation reinforce social stratification in urban settings.
12. Title: Comparison in motion: Anthropologies of connection and difference in urban research
Authors: Rebekah Plueckhahn, Constance Smith
Abstract: In recent years there has been renewed enthusiasm for comparison within urban studies: a call for comparison that does away with conventional units of analysis and is more experimental. Recent directions in studies of comparative urbanism have urged urban scholars to move on from the tightly controlled comparisons of (usually) Northern cities and to think instead with variation, creativity and alternative modes of citymaking. Drawing from recent analytical directions in anthropology as well as Édouard Glissant’s ‘rhizomatic thinking’, we aim to take up the call by AbdouMaliq Simone to think through what comparison does, where and how it happens, what it sets in motion and what this means for how we understand difference. What we propose in this commentary is twofold. Firstly, we attend to how acts of comparison, and lines of connection and difference, are embedded in all kinds of processes of living, knowing and transforming the urban. Here, comparative urban research is one comparative mode among many. Secondly, we advocate thinking through the possibilities of what comparative acts give rise to, whether assemblages, ethics, materialities, socialities or politics. In doing so, situations can be brought into conversation with each other and new scholarly, analytical connections can be drawn. In seeking to understand such divergent phenomena, whatever they may be, generative analyses can be made in urban research – conceptual, material and/or theoretical – that might otherwise remain out of sight.
以下是书评：
13. Title: Artificial Intelligence and the City: Urbanistic Perspectives on AI
Authors: Ola Söderström, Sophia Maalsen, Mark Whitehead, [...]
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Artificial Intelligence and the City: Urbanistic Perspectives on AI” by Federico Cugurullo and Federico Caprotti.
