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1. Title: The Communist Party of China’s New Central Department of Social Work: Neo-Socialist Governance or Bolshevized Party Discipline?
Authors: Pieke, Frank N. 
Abstract: Under Xi Jinping, the Chinese Communist Party’s (CCP) social governance has increasingly prioritized party control over autonomy. In March 2023, the party took a further step in this direction with the establishment of the CCP’s Department of Social Work to reinforce party building among social organizations, private enterprises, letters and visits bureaus, volunteer workers and grassroots government. Social work points to the party’s activities to maintain stability in dealing with forces in society that are not necessarily fully aligned with the party’s goals. As part of a long-standing trend of governance becoming increasingly party-dominated, the Department of Social Work seeks to reduce the autonomy of these forces and ensure their adherence to the requirements of party building and party discipline.
2. Title: Between Centralism and Localism: Dual Mobility Regimes in the Chinese Bureaucracy
Authors: Zhou, Xueguang; Zhu, Ling. 
Abstract: There is an inherent tension between centralism and localism in the state-making processes in the authoritarian state of China, with its centralization of authority over diverse localities. We investigate the organizational response to this tension through the lens of personnel flow patterns in the Chinese bureaucracy. We propose a model of dual-mobility regimes that highlights the bifurcation of spatial mobility and local mobility as two distinct mobility regimes, with their distinctive network structures, thereby providing the organizational basis for variable coupling between central control and local agency. We illustrate our arguments in an empirical study of personnel flow patterns in a large bureaucracy in Jiangsu Province of China, from 1990 to 2012.
3. Title: Securing Legitimacy Through Poverty Alleviation: How China’s Communist Party Strengthens Grassroots Control
Authors: Cheng, Yu.
Abstract: A considerable body of literature has delved into the Chinese Communist Party’s (CCP) authoritarian legitimacy, centering on economic performance and ideological legitimacy. However, the current scholarly landscape falls short in elucidating how the CCP secures political support in impoverished rural areas. With poverty alleviation central to Xi Jinping’s political agenda, this paper presents a case study of H County in Guangxi, exploring how the CCP channels resources and ideology to impoverished households through the ‘pairing-up’ mechanism, thereby consolidating authoritarian control at the grassroots. Based on fieldwork from 2022–2023, including semi-structured interviews, observations, and archival research, the study argues that the pairing-up mechanism strengthens CCP influence in rural areas. Additionally, it highlights the resurgence of charismatic legitimacy at the grassroots level during Xi’s era.
4. Title: Navigating Uncertainty: The Use of Expert Deliberation in China’s Policymaking
Authors: Kornreich, Yoel. 
Abstract: China’s leaders have historically engaged experts in face-to-face deliberations to reduce uncertainty before making crucial decisions. However, the quality of deliberations varies: Some are tightly controlled and adversarial, whereas others are substantive and open. What explains this variation? When do China’s risk-averse leaders enable substantive deliberation? This paper argues that uncertainty motivates China’s leaders to introduce expert deliberation, while the policy subsystem type shapes its quality. To analyze how the policy subsystem affects deliberation quality, the paper proposes three ideal types—horizontal, hierarchical-competitive, and hierarchical-top-down. The analysis primarily draws on expert deliberations during China’s healthcare reform, supplemented by insights from three additional shadow cases.
5. Title: The Chinese Restrictive Approach to the Law on the Use of Force and Its Application in Cyberspace
Authors: Ying, Yaohui; Shi, Zehua. 
Abstract: China’s restrictive approach to the use of force is primarily reflected in its emphasis on the central role of the Security Council, the strict interpretation of the temporal and target requirements of self-defence, and skepticism regarding the use of force outside the UN framework. The rationale for China’s restrictive stance is partly endogenous, determined primarily by its philosophy and military strategy of self-restraint, and partly exogenous, influenced by its decisive position in the Security Council. The challenges posed by cyber operations to the use of force are mainly evident in the difficulties of attribution, the evolving means, aims, and effects of cyber-warfare, and the legal ambiguities arising from the asymmetry of offensive and defensive costs. China’s stance in cyberspace will be significantly affected by its traditional approach, which stems from the resilience of established rules, strategic inheritance, and tactical cautiousness.
6. Title: Toward a Perfection of Nuclear Strategy: China’s Adoption of Limited Nuclear Deterrence in the Xi Jinping Era
Authors: Lee, Haneol. 
Abstract: According to the US Department of Defense and the Federation of American Scientists, China had procured 500 nuclear warheads by 2023 and improved its nuclear weapon systems and equipment. What does this indicate about China’s nuclear strategy? The most influential understanding of China’s nuclear strategy has been minimum deterrence, characterized by threatening the lowest level of damage for assured retaliation with the fewest nuclear weapons of lower accuracy. However, this article argues for a shift in strategy towards a limited deterrence, under which China emphasizes warfighting, nuclear-conventional integration, offensive capability, counterforce targeting, and flexible responses. This shift to limited deterrence is first observable in Xi Jinping’s statements in China’s nuclear doctrine. Second, the recent rapid changes in China’s nuclear force structure, particularly in the improvements in ICBM, submarine, and nuclear warhead technologies, are indicative of China’s interests in counterforce operations with higher offensiveness. The strategic shift implies that the nuclear security dilemma between China and the US will likely deepen, and the possibility of miscalculation and difficulties in escalation control will be exacerbated.
7. Title: How China’s Multilateral Engagement Shapes Threat Perception Amid Rising Authoritarianism
Authors: Han, Jungmin; Han, Xin; Zhang, Alexander. 
Abstract: Despite increased contributions to key UN-affiliated intergovernmental organizations (IGOs) under Xi Jinping, American skepticism about its motives in global affairs persists. This paper examines this puzzle by exploring how China’s authoritarian image interacts with its multilateral engagement to shape public opinion. We argue that when China’s authoritarianism is primed, its IGO participation is perceived not as integration, but as a strategic effort to undermine the Liberal International Order, thus reinforcing its threat perceptions. Evidence from an original survey experiment supports this claim: American respondents exposed only to a report about China’s IGO contributions viewed it as less threatening, but this effect disappears when paired with a video clip on China’s authoritarianism. This finding provides insights into the microfoundation of the recently escalating US-China rivalry.
8. Title: China’s Interventions in ‘Gray Special Economic Zones’ in Southeast Asia’s Borderlands
Authors: Ho, Selina; Gong, Xue; Freeman, Carla P. 
Abstract: By connecting regions, Chinese investment projects overseas have made it easier for transnational Chinese criminal syndicates to carry out illicit activities abroad. These syndicates either associate themselves with Chinese state-backed special economic zones (SEZs) or fabricate SEZs themselves. China’s response to the damage to its interests, specifically the security of its borders and citizens and its international reputation, has varied. It has intervened in some instances but not others. The types of intervention it has undertaken also vary. Under what conditions will Beijing intervene and what explains the variation? Focusing on four case studies in Myanmar, Cambodia, and Laos, we demonstrate that Beijing intervenes when its interests are significantly impacted, but the way it intervenes depends on the cooperation of actors, both state and non-state, within host countries. Our study contributes to the understanding of Chinese security interventions and influence abroad, and the conditions that modify its interventions.
9. Title: Amity, Security, Influence: Explaining China’s Policy Toward Afghanistan, 1949–2024
Authors: Zhang, Feng. 
Abstract: This article examines China’s policy toward Afghanistan since the founding of the People’s Republic in 1949. It conceptualizes this policy as a distinctive case of neighborhood policy and develops an international relations theory of neighborhood policy to explain it. The theory focuses on policy interests and goals, supported by an empirical analysis of the historical evolution and relative importance of Chinese policy goals. The analysis divides Chinese policy into three periods: the Cold War era (1949–1989), the post-Cold War period up to the US withdrawal from Afghanistan in 2021, and the latest phase since the Taliban retook power in August 2021. It highlights the goals of amity, security, and influence, offering a theoretical explanation of their respective roles in Chinese policy.
10. Title: How the Integration of Rurality and Modernization Promotes Homeowner Autonomy: Evidence from Chinese County Communities
Authors: Xiao, Zelei; Li, Yifei; Zheng, Yingying. 
Abstract: China’s county-level commercial housing communities exhibit modern urban forms while retaining farmer society relationships, subtly transformed by the market economy. This creates unique urban—rural characteristics: rural neighborliness reconfigured spatially, a semi-acquaintance society, rural beliefs, and honor-defense tendencies. Based on a case study of community S of Jiangxi Province in China, this article demonstrates how these rural characteristics, rooted in farmer society, integrate with homeowners’ rights-defense actions against local government and developers, ultimately stimulating homeowner autonomy. The findings highlight the adaptive capacity of rural culture, revealing how rural order coexists with modernity discourse in these communities. This broadens understanding of the value of rural order in modernization and enriches modernization theories regarding China.
