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1. Title: Investigating resilience of refugee households in Jordan
Authors: Giorgio Fagiolo, Marina Mastrorillo, Grazia Pacillo
Abstract: As of 2024, Jordan hosts over 1.3 million refugees—one of the highest refugee-to-host population ratios globally—posing significant challenges for sustaining refugee household livelihoods. To inform effective support strategies, this study quantifies household resilience using quarterly UNHCR data from 2022. We conceptualize resilience as the ability to maintain a minimum, normatively defined level of well-being when exposed to potential stressors. We focus on two core welfare indicators (real per-capita income and expenditure) and extend existing approaches by estimating the joint conditional probability that both indicators remain above defined normative thresholds. We further examine how resilience relates to dependence on unconditional cash assistance using household panel data with fixed effects, a framework designed to account for unobserved heterogeneity and mitigate targeting bias. Results show that: (i) resilience is higher in wealthier and less densely populated Governorates; (ii) average resilience declined across the four quarters of year 2022; (iii) lower resilience is observed among Syrian households and those residing outside Amman; and (iv) assistance displays a robust contemporaneous positive association with resilience, especially among more dependent and vulnerable households. Although primarily descriptive, these patterns offer indicative insights for refining targeting strategies and designing resilience-oriented social protection programs in protracted displacement settings.
2. Title: Green finance and labor income share: evidence from China
Authors: Mingjin Luo, Shengquan Wang
Abstract: Motivated by the global trend of green and low-carbon transformation and the dual-carbon goal, the development of China’s green finance has been expedited. Based on the data of Chinese listed companies, this paper examines the influence of green finance development on the labor share. We find that (1) The development of green finance exerts a negative effect on the overall labor income share of enterprises, primarily through accelerating the substitution of capital for labor and enhancing enterprise productivity. (2) The impact of green finance on the labor income share is more significant for heavily polluting enterprises, non-state-owned enterprises, and labor-intensive enterprises. (3) The strong bargaining power of workers within the firm and the acquisition of government subsidies effectively mitigate the negative impact of green finance on the labor income share. Nevertheless, the increase in labor costs intensifies the negative impact of green finance on the labor income share. (4) Regional-level analysis indicates that green finance has promoted the allocation of labor from the polluting sector to the clean sector. Green finance only has a reducing effect on the labor income share in heavily polluting sectors, and its overall impact on the regional labor income share is not remarkable.
3. Title: The American dream revisited: intergenerational education mobility in immigrant households
Authors: Yiping Wu, Jinghong Zhou, Julan Du
Abstract: This study uses American Community Survey microdata from 2005 to 2019 to investigate the interactive effect of parents’ education and immigrant status on their children’s economic and education outcomes. We find a significant positive correlation between the education achievements of parents and those of their children, which diminishes for immigrant parents. However, the low transmissibility likely reflects the upward mobility of immigrant children, who may surpass their parents’ and native children’s education levels, despite starting from similar or lower educational baselines. The influence of immigrant parents’ education on their children’s outcomes is complex, involving parental nurturing, pecuniary constraints, socioeconomic disparities, foreign credential non‑recognition, language barriers and cultural hurdles. Our findings present a nuanced picture. While the translation of educational mobility into broader economic mobility remains incomplete, there is a positive association between educational mobility and labor income mobility. Importantly, the analysis reveals substantial heterogeneity across immigrant subgroups. Distinct patterns emerge between immigrants from developed and developing countries, and intergenerational mobility outcomes also vary by parental race—particularly in families with Black fathers. These findings shed light on the challenges and implications of immigrant parents’ education for their children’s outcomes and emphasize the need to address these unique obstacles to secure the success of future generations.
4. Title: Can reminders promote regular pro-environmental behavior? Experimental evidence from Peru
Authors: Hanna Fuhrmann-Riebel, Ben D’Exelle, Kristian López Vargas, Sebastian Tonke, Arjan Verschoor
Abstract: Pro-environmental behavior, such as recycling, often needs to be regular to be effective, and interventions to encourage behavioral change may therefore need to be repeated; yet, little evidence exists on the optimal time pattern and frequency of such repeated interventions. To fill this gap, we investigate the impact of mobile text reminders on households’ recycling behavior in urban Peru by randomly varying the exposure length and continuity of reminders. We find that reminders increase both the likelihood that households start to recycle and the frequency of recycling among households that already did so before the intervention. The effects are stronger when reminders are repeated over a longer period. Our findings suggest that both limited attention and habit formation matter for recycling behavior, and that low-cost mobile text reminders can effectively support regular pro-environmental behavior.
5. Title: Women’s entrepreneurship through collective institutional shaping
Authors: Madhobi Hossain, Francisca Farache, Carmen Lopez
Abstract: The purpose of this paper is to develop an empirically informed framework to analyse how the collective shaping of institutions facilitates women’s entrepreneurship. Despite extensive literature on the impact of institutions on women’s entrepreneurship, there is limited knowledge about how diverse actors can purposively and collectively influence institutional change to create a more supportive business environment. Using the concept of collective institutional entrepreneurship, this paper explores collaborative activities within a women’s entrepreneurial ecosystem aimed at transforming institutions that constrain their entrepreneurial development. Data were gathered from semi-structured interviews with 40 participants from six groups: women entrepreneurs, government-led organisations, non-governmental organisations, business associations, financial organisations, and higher education institutions. These actors represent development programmes in Bangladesh designed to promote women’s entrepreneurship. The findings present a process model outlining steps involved in shaping institutions, including gathering actors, utilising financial resources and social positions, and seeking legitimacy for women’s entrepreneurship. The model highlights the need for a comprehensive approach to strengthen collective efforts while identifying barriers that may impact sustainable outcomes. By capturing perspectives from diverse actors and examining programmes addressing various institutional constraints, this paper offers a holistic view of women’s entrepreneurship development.
6. Title: When it rains, it pours: On the spillover effects of corruption on firms’ tax evasion
Authors: Chei Bukari
Abstract: This study examines the direct and spillover effects of corruption on firms’ tax evasion in sub-Saharan Africa (SSA), a region plagued by both phenomena. Firm-level data on 17 SSA economies spanning 2008–2014 were sourced from the World Bank’s Enterprise Survey. I instrument for endogeneity of corruption using five variables, namely the number of days it takes to (i) clear exports, (ii) clear imports, (iii) obtain an operating license, (iv) time spent by senior management on regulatory compliance, and (v) the extent to which business licenses and permits are an obstacle the firm’s operation. I implemented a battery of endogeneity-correcting estimators: traditional instrumental-variable two-stage least squares (2SLS), Lewbel’s 2SLS, Oster’s bounding analysis, propensity score matching, and Kinky Least Squares. I find that corruption of tax officials (i.e., bribe expected/requested in exchange for a favourable tax inspection) significantly increases tax evasion. More critically, this study challenges prevailing assumptions from European and Central Asian contexts by demonstrating that corruption outside tax authorities—specifically bribes expected/requested in exchange for operating licenses and government contracts—also exerts substantial adverse spillover effect on tax compliance. Firms that perceived/experienced bribe requests in exchange for obtaining operating licenses evaded taxes at rates 24.2 percentage points higher than their counterparts who did not perceive/experience bribe requests in exchange for obtaining operating licenses. In contrast, a percent increase in perceived bribe rates for government contracts corresponded to a 2.1 percentage-point increase in tax evasion. Mediation analysis identifies working capital depletion as a key transmission channel. These findings underscore the need for multisectoral anti-corruption strategies to effectively combat tax evasion and enhance domestic revenue mobilisation in SSA.
7. Title: Domestic violence laws and social norms: Evidence from Pakistan
Authors: Selim Gulesci, Marinella Leone, Sameen Zafar
Abstract: We investigate the effects of Domestic Violence (DV) laws in Pakistan on violence against women. Using both survey data and crime reports, and exploiting the introduction of the laws across different provinces over time, we show that the new laws had little to no effect on DV or femicides in Punjab and Sindh, while they led to an increase in both in Balochistan. The effect in Balochistan is driven by ethnic groups with more conservative attitudes towards DV and divorce. Our findings show that the introduction of laws that conflict with prevailing social norms may risk backfiring.
8. Title: Sanctions, Food Insecurity, and the Mitigating Role of Foreign Investment
Authors: Ahmed Alwadeai, Nataliia Vlasova, Na Wei, Zain Ul Abideen
Abstract: International sanctions can generate substantial humanitarian spillovers by disrupting trade, finance, mobility, and institutional coordination that sustain food systems. Using panel data for 183 countries from 2000 to 2022, and estimating two-step system GMM models complemented by fixed-effects specifications, this study finds that economic, trade, financial, non-economic, and travel sanctions are each associated with significantly higher food insecurity. Foreign direct investment (FDI) plays a mitigating role by supporting local production, economic resilience, and food-system stability. These conclusions are robust to instrumental-variable approaches, alternative sanctions and FDI measures, and production-based mechanism tests. The findings further indicate that food-security outcomes under sanctions depend critically on the functioning of trade, financial, and investment channels, and that FDI operates as a systematic conditioning factor that attenuates sanction-induced shocks rather than as a primary transmission channel of their effects.
9. Title: Worldwide agroextractivism: A probabilistic approach
Authors: Andres Suarez, Carlos David Cardona-Arenas
Abstract: Agroextractivism has increasingly attracted scientific attention, particularly within and from Latin America. While a substantial body of literature has emerged describing its main characteristics, there remains a significant gap regarding how to define and classify countries as agroextractivist, as well as how to compare the varying degrees or intensities of agroextractivism among them. Moreover, there is a lack of information on the probabilistic trajectories that may lead a country to adopt this model. In this article, we present a novel proposal that addresses both gaps. By applying a multidimensional approach at the global level, we develop an agroextractivism index and conduct a probabilistic analysis using panel data. Our results include the analysis of 23 countries across different regions. Of these, nine are classified as agroextractivist. Through the probabilistic analysis, we identify the variables that influence this process and present probabilistic trajectories for the period 2001–2021. We conclude by acknowledging that while the index provides only a limited perspective, its application allows us to identify a distinctive condition: the varying degrees of emphasis countries place on agricultural extractivism. Some are shifting significantly toward more intensive agricultural practices, while others show a less marked tendency.
10. Title: From classrooms to crime prevention: The incapacitation effect of extending the school day in Mexico
Authors: Francisco Cabrera-Hernández, Bárbara A. Zárate-Tenorio
Abstract: Does lengthening the school day incapacitate youth from criminal and deviant behavior? We address this question by leveraging exogenous variation in time spent in school generated by the introduction of the Full-Time Schools Program (FTS) in Mexico. FTS extended the school day from 4.5 to 8 hours and was implemented through a staggered rollout across municipalities. Using municipal-level crime data from the school years 2010/11 to 2016/17, we exploit variation in program adoption timing to estimate the causal effects of an extended school day on crime. Results from a dynamic event-study model show that FTS reduces common robbery by 11% relative to the base-year level, with no significant effects on other minor crimes or serious felonies. The effects are concentrated in middle schools (ages 12–14) and in municipalities with lower socioeconomic status, a critical age range associated with the onset of delinquent behavior and the formation of criminal trajectories. Our findings are robust to treatment-effect heterogeneity under staggered implementation and to potential contamination from the parallel Secure Schools program. We further corroborate these results using judicially reviewed juvenile crime data for adolescents aged 12–17. In addition, we show that middle-school dropout rates declined, while enrollment and teacher–student ratios were unaffected, suggesting no evidence of overcrowding. Overall, our results provide strong evidence of an incapacitation effect and highlight education policies as an effective crime-prevention strategy during early adolescence.
11. Title: Trading peace for hazard management? peace agreement implementation and United Nations peace operations during natural hazards
Authors: Wakako Maekawa, Theodora-Ismene Gizelis
Abstract: Although United Nations Peace Operations (UNPOs) can strengthen capacity and improve responses to natural hazards, the core peace operation and ability to produce peace can become victims of crisis management success. Natural hazards can impede UNPOs’ activities and peace accord implementation through three mechanisms: 1) UNPOs activities are diverted to immediate humanitarian assistance, away from core UNPOs’ activities; 2) changes to the bargaining process; and 3) lower opportunity costs of violence and increased opportunities to renege on agreements or call for renegotiations. We compare peace agreement implementation with UNPOs versus peace agreement implementation without UNPOs when facing natural hazards. In an analysis of countries with comprehensive peace agreement implementations between 1992 and 2015 we find that natural hazards during UNPOs deployment see lower subsequent peace agreement implementation relative to hazards in countries without UNPOs. We see these findings as consistent with greater dependency on UNPOs, creating greater tension between responses to natural hazards and peace implementation. Further analysis to unpack the three mechanisms suggests support for the first two mechanisms.
12. Title: The gendered dimensions of an ‘herbicide revolution’: a feminist analysis of herbicide adoption in central India
Authors: Carly Nichols, Nidhi Kumari
Abstract: Across much of the world weeding has primarily been a form of feminized agricultural labor. As such the rapid spread of herbicides across India, and much of the global South, has significant implications for the ways that women’s labor is employed and valued in agrarian economies. Understanding these shifts is of critical importance given global calls for agroecological or environment-friendly agriculture that respects planetary boundaries. Drawing from feminist gender and technology literature, this paper sketches out the contours of these shifting labor regimes around weed economies, arguing that increased herbicide use is both cause and symptom of a broader shift in gendered socio-ecological relations. Drawing from qualitative and ethnographic data in eastern Madhya Pradesh, India, we argue that shifts in gender relations and new social entitlements have made herbicides a viable strategy to minimize one of the more arduous tasks of paddy production, weeding. However, while herbicides may “empower” some women by enabling them to reduce their weeding burden, these shifts are crosscut by class, ethnicity/caste, and capacity for mobility. This paper then traces out three ways that women are being ambiguously impacted by herbicide use in terms of social differentiation, skill, and spaces of socialization. We argue that spatiotemporal considerations are key and while herbicides may improve women’s lives in the short-term, they amount to a long-term deskilling of critical gendered ecological knowledge. We conclude by returning to calls for more environmentally sound agriculture and work to imagine how food systems could properly value the human labor of weeding.
13. Title: Institutional quality and risk depletion of natural resources: Evidence from explainable artificial intelligence modelling
Authors: Nicolae Stef, Hakan Başağaoğlu, Icen Yoosefdoost, Sami Ben Jabeur, Debaditya Chakraborty
Abstract: As global temperatures continue to rise, urgent action from public authorities is required to conserve natural resources more effectively, since widespread environmental degradation and overexploitation of resources already threaten ecosystems and human well-being in many parts of the world. Using data from 167 countries over the period 2007–2023, this study identifies the most effective institutional dimensions for resource preservation. The analysis utilized explainable artificial intelligence modelling to capture nonlinear and complex interactions among institutional and investment environments, business conditions, economic contexts, and infrastructure and market access, thereby generating accurate predictions and interpretable insights into the key drivers of resources conservation. The results show that land, forest, soil and freshwater resources are better protected in countries with strong political accountability and efficient regulatory institutions. From a practical standpoint, on one hand, the potential threat of electoral backlash can motivate politicians to adopt environmentally and ecologically friendly policies. On the other hand, high quality regulatory frameworks strengthen the adaptive capacity of institutions, enabling timely responses to changes in the natural environment. Additionally, strengthening these institutional dimensions should be complemented by public policies that promote affordable electricity, foster innovation, and enhance labour force engagement. Finally, our results provide supporting evidence for neo-institutional theory, emphasizing the environmental and ecological benefits of institutional legitimacy.
14. Title: Does women’s financial inclusion reduce corruption? role of socioeconomic and institutional factors
Authors: Kumar Debasis Dutta, Mallika Saha
Abstract: Financial inclusion is widely promoted as a pathway to transparency and development, yet its gender-specific governance effects remain underexplored. This study examines the impact of women’s financial inclusion (WFI) on corruption control across 150 countries from 2011 to 2023, using a dynamic System-GMM framework to address endogeneity and persistence. We construct a composite Women’s Financial Inclusion Index (WFII) integrating traditional and digital access indicators and assess robustness using alternative measures. Results reveal a statistically significant U-shaped relationship. At low levels, greater WFI is associated with weaker corruption control; beyond a critical threshold of approximately 1.86 (standardized units), deeper inclusion strengthens governance. A complementary Women’s Digital Financial Inclusion Index (WDFII) exhibits a lower turning point, indicating that digital inclusion generates earlier governance gains. The governance-enhancing impact of WFI is amplified by female education, labor force participation, and stronger institutional quality. Income heterogeneity further shows that lower-income countries experience earlier marginal benefits, whereas upper-middle- and high-income countries require deeper inclusion before governance improvements materialize. Overall, WFI acts as an institutional amplifier, strengthening accountability where supportive legal and socioeconomic conditions are present. Its anti-corruption benefits depend on complementary investments in female human capital, regulatory safeguards, and institutional strength. Effective policy must therefore align financial access expansion, particularly through digital channels, with broader empowerment and governance reforms to ensure inclusion translates into sustained corruption control and inclusive development.
15. Title: Forced migrant arrivals can reduce political trust in African host communities
Authors: Eirin Haugseth, Andreas Forø Tollefsen, Karin Dyrstad
Abstract: Previous research shows that the arrival of forcibly displaced people may have a considerable impact on the economy and on livelihoods within host communities. This is particularly the case in many African countries, which host many of the world’s refugees, but may have limited capacity to handle sudden influxes of people. Yet the bulk of research on refugee arrivals and public opinion is conducted in wealthy, Western contexts. In this article, we start addressing this gap by assessing the effect of forced displacement on trust in national and local authorities. Theoretically, we draw on the literatures on the consequences of forced migration and political trust. Empirically, we rely on seven rounds of georeferenced Afrobarometer data (N = 228,242) combined with data on migrant settlements from the UNHCR People of Concern database to estimate a set of difference-in-differences regression models. We also test whether individual educational attainment moderates the effect of displacement. We find that camp establishment reduces both forms of political trust, and the effect is more pronounced among host community members with less education. This underscores the importance of human development in bolstering the host community’s coping capacity when new camps are established.
16. Title: A new estimate for global and country-level employment in agrifood systems
Authors: Benjamin Davis, Erdgin Mane, Leman Yonca Gurbuzer, Giulia Caivano, ... Esther Laske
Abstract: Global and national policy discourse and agendas are moving beyond traditional silos of agriculture, nutrition, health, and climate change to address the challenges facing agrifood systems (AFS) holistically. In this paper, we provide a global estimate of AFS employment using international labour force statistics. Starting from country-level employment data from the International Labor Organization (ILO), disaggregated by economic activity, we present a methodology to fill data gaps in identifying agrifood systems employment. Our final dataset includes 184 countries, covering 99 percent of the global population, with a balanced panel of 149 countries from 2000 to 2021. This panel covering 95 percent of the global population allows us to more confidently discuss the evolution of AFS employment trends at global and regional levels. Overall, close to 1.29 billion people were employed in AFS (868 million in agriculture and 418 million in non-agriculture AFS) in 2021, and 3.78 billion people worldwide live in households linked to AFS-based livelihoods. The largest number of AFS workers is in Asia, while the greatest share of AFS workers out of total employment is in Africa. Across all regions of the world, AFS employment has decreased since 2000, driven primarily by a reduction in agricultural employment. In most regions, non-agricultural AFS employment has maintained a stable share of employment over time, around 10 percent, while representing an increasing share of total AFS employment.
17. Title: Natural disasters and foreign aid allocation: how much, how quickly, and to whom?
Authors: Rabah Arezki, Youssouf Camara, Patrick A. Imam, Kangni Kpodar
Abstract: Natural disasters provide quasi-experimental variation to study how foreign aid responds to shocks. Using data for 20 bilateral donors for the period going from 1995 to 2021 and a local-projection difference-in-differences design, we estimate the dynamic effects of disasters on aid commitments. Foreign aid rises significantly in the aftermath of shocks, but the response is short-lived and disproportionately benefits middle-income countries. Humanitarian aid reacts quickly, while development aid adjusts more slowly. The findings reveal persistent inequities in global disaster relief.
18. Title: Development as life-making
Authors: Alessandra Mezzadri
Abstract: Building on critiques of Development as both immanent and intentional process, this contribution advances a vision of Development as life-making, grounded in a global feminist political economy approach centred on the concept of social reproduction. Moving beyond the methodological nationalism of many productivist paradigms, it redirects Development toward the regeneration of social, economic, and ecological conditions that sustain life; the dismantling of intersectional and existential inequalities; and the pursuit of social and economic justice. This new vision and definition restructure Development priorities along three axes: reproductive labour, life-sustaining sectors, and surplus populations. This reframing brings theoretical, political, and policy agendas into alignment with a project of planetary social justice, drawing on the diverse legacy of social reproduction feminism.
19. Title: Do social and humanitarian assistance mediate the impacts of conflict on lives and livelihoods? Lessons from Ethiopia during the Tigray crisis
Authors: Rachel Sabates-Wheeler, Camelia Vasilov, Mats Hoppenbrouwers, Jeremy Lind
Abstract: Little is known about how conflict interacts with social assistance to affect poverty and livelihoods outcomes. Even less is understood about how conflicts disrupt government- and donor-provided social assistance, and whether humanitarian emergency assistance can fill provision gaps in situations of acute crisis. This paper draws on an exceptional and bespoke household panel dataset collected in Ethiopia’s Amhara region, just before and after the conflict in the neighbouring Tigray region spilled over into the study area in 2021 In addition to the impacts of conflict spillovers into Amhara, climate variability and drought have been hallmarks of vulnerability and food insecurity in the region for decades. Our data provides a rare opportunity to study the interaction between conflict and assistance, whilst controlling for drought which has long shaped vulnerability in the study area. The paper provides new evidence of how social assistance and humanitarian assistance can complement each other to mediate the impacts of conflict on food security and poverty in climate-stressed environments. The results demonstrate that, as the PSNP was curtailed and conflict erupted and intensified, humanitarian assistance supported many people including those no longer served by the PSNP – a heartening dynamic. This demonstrates a promising picture of what coordination across historically fragmented sectors can achieve.
20. Title: Green window of opportunity in Latin America: local and global knowledge linkages
Authors: María de las Mercedes Menéndez, Sergio Palomeque, Jorge Valverde-Carbonell, Carlo Pietrobelli
Abstract: This paper investigates whether the green transition represents a “green window of opportunity” for Latin American countries by examining how local and global knowledge networks shape technological specialisation in the region. We analyse the role of knowledge linkages—both local and global—and their technological nature (green versus non-green) in driving the emergence of new patent specialisations. Using United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) data for 16 Latin American countries between 2000 and 2019, we estimate an entry model that relates the probability of developing new technological specialisations to network cohesion (local collaboration) and connectivity (global collaboration). Our results show that the green transition constitutes a window of opportunity: both local and global network interactions positively and significantly influence entry into new technologies, but only for green technological domains. Furthermore, our results highlight how global collaborations are more influential than local ones.
21. Title: Political change in African cities: transforming state-society relations
Authors: Kristian Hoelscher, Taibat Lawanson, Jeffrey W. Paller
Abstract: African countries are undergoing a transformative urban transition that has profound implications for the continent and across the globe. Given its importance, research has extensively explored the social and economic implications of both the shift from rural to urban modes of living and rapid growth of urban settlements. This article considers the political dimension of urbanization in African countries, which has been somewhat overlooked despite African cities becoming significant political territories and sites of social mobilisation and new political movements. It argues that the changing nature of how and where people live across the continent can reshape state-society relations and foster political change, but the specific ways it may do so remain unclear and under theorized. Further, we maintain that the ways in which urbanization shapes political outcomes is heterogenous, and relates to both the context of individual places and the specific process of urban change. To develop this, we review the nascent literature on how urban change and political change may co-emerge, and outline an analytical framework to understand the nature of urban and political change in African societies. We then show how such a framework can be applied to synthesise new research on urbanization and changing state-society relations at different scales, and identify implications for future research agendas on the changing politics of African cities.
22. Title: The contentious history of Mao-era policies requiring cadres to participate in labor and workers to participate in management
Authors: Joel Andreas, Jingting Liang
Abstract: During the Mao era in China, factory leaders, managers, and technicians were required to participate in manual labor and workers were required to participate in management. The declared purpose of these “two participations” policies was to diminish the differences between mental and manual labor. In Marxist theory, this gap was a fundamental feature of class societies, and closing the gap became one of the key goals of the radical class-leveling agenda pursued by the Chinese Communist Party after the 1949 Revolution. As was pointed out in the introduction to this special issue, the CCP took this agenda more seriously than other communist parties that came to power in the 20th century. Based on an analysis of articles published in the People’s Daily (the party’s flagship newspaper) as well as interviews with workers and cadres employed in industrial enterprises during the Mao and early Reform eras, this paper investigates the contentious goals, policies, practices, and institutions associated with these two slogans. Our analysis reveals accomplishments but also demonstrates the profound challenges this endeavor entailed. We find that the distinctions between mental and manual labor proved to be a far more resilient foundation of class hierarchies than property ownership.
23. Title: Biodiversity conservation and contestations over land: Jihadist expansion in West Africa
Authors: Leif Brottem, Matthew Turner
Abstract: Protected areas in Africa are sites of resource-related grievances and are located within socio-ecological landscapes where insurgent groups have increasingly operated. The connection between insurgency and protected areas is widely seen as resulting from resistance to coercive conservation, or from the role that protected areas serve as insurgent refuges. Research in Benin’s National Park W reveals that its emergence as a site of insurgency is shaped less by current grievances or refuge than by new forms of power that are grounded in histories of inter-group competition and changes in resource availability within a broader socio-ecological landscape. Long-term fieldwork shows how these landscape-level changes have intersected with different modes of park management to influence relations between managers and livestock herders which have in turn created opportunities for insurgents. Our analysis reveals two contrasting channels through which conservation zoning has shaped insurgent-local relations. The first involves resource users resisting expulsion from wildlife protection areas. The second involves users who align with insurgents to defend rights they have obtained through official park management policy. This channel demonstrates that attempts by managers to accommodate local needs can inadvertently produce new kinds of insurgent-local relationships through a combination of strict territorial management and ambiguous rights in special use zones. These findings point to a more complex etiology of how protected areas become sites of insurgency, highlighting the importance of the interaction of landscape-level resource competition and changing relations between conservation managers and rural inhabitants over time.
