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1. Title: Beyond the professional–local knowledge dichotomy: Toward a new epistemology in urban planning
Authors: Jesse Fox, Talia Margalit
Abstract: Knowledge in urban planning is typically categorized as either ‘professional’ or ‘local’, based primarily on the identity of the knower. We argue that this binary framework has become outdated due to shifts in planning and its broader societal context, and now hinders our ability to understand the role of knowledge and power–knowledge dynamics in planning processes. In its place, we propose an updated and expanded typology of planning knowledges, and a method for identifying them through discourse analysis. We also show how knowledge types, which are now wielded by diverse actors in varied discourse arenas, can no longer be associated exclusively with specific knowers, and often merge into novel hybrids – and consider how these changes impact power–knowledge dynamics. We aim to contribute to the development of a more nuanced and precise epistemology in planning, and hope our proposed framework enriches the understanding of researchers and practitioners alike.
2. Title: Adaptive governance, hybrid temporary urbanism, and outdoor spaces: Post-pandemic legacies in New York and Toronto
Authors: Lauren Andres, Shauna Brail, Emilia M. Bruck, Paul Moawad
Abstract: This paper reflects on the development and evolution of hybrid forms of temporary urbanism, as well as the post-pandemic legacies of adaptive governance. Informed by 34 interviews with municipal, community, and business association leaders, it contributes to debates about emergency urbanism and the politics and governance of public health associated with the adaptation of streets and sidewalks in New York City and Toronto. We find that the initial, reactive adaptations of outdoor spaces occurred because of a hybrid form of adaptive governance, favoring both bottom-up and top-down collaborations between weakened governments and strong, established community organizations. In examining the legacy of such initiatives, we demonstrate that rapid, adaptive governance was not sustained. In conclusion, the paper examines how government agencies can better prepare for future crises. We suggest that the most important elements are not the specific plans for an inherently uncertain future, but rather the ability to mobilize diverse and flexible resources and, more importantly, to address lock-ins through a combination of agile strategies that display both strong and weak forms of governance. This, in turn, requires trust and a more devolved, place-based distribution of power in urban-making.
3. Title: Where has Bish Vegas gone? The Auckland Project,post-secular urban restructuring and evangelical philanthrocapitalism
Authors: Saskia Warren
Abstract: A strange story of urban revitalisation is unfolding in a small town in North-East England. Bishop Auckland offers a case study of small-town economic decline accelerated by austerity and a cost-of-living crisis. Often symbolic of a ‘left-behind place’, economic restructuring and political turns including a pro-Brexit majority vote are used to emphasise a post-industrial and insular urban identity. However, evangelical philanthropy by a high net worth individual is leading urban transformation of Bishop Auckland into a national and international tourist destination. Recent philanthropic investment in Bishop Auckland has launched seven cultural attractions that emphasise the image of an outward-looking place: ‘Our heritage is our future’. This article provides original insight into how place-based philanthropy exploits economic vulnerability for urban cultural transformation. It extends important research on the changing dynamics of religion in society and urban business elites to identify a political space for maverick religiously motivated high net worth individuals in public–private urban governance. It further advances upon the nature of philanthrocapitalism in post-secular urban restructuring by novel analysis of how religious ideology and capital are attempting to transform the cultural sphere and social practices in a post-industrial small town.
4. Title: Leasing space through the private rented sector: The intersections of class and tenure change in London,2011–2021
Authors: Rory Coulter, Antoine Paccoud
Abstract: Housing is central to the social dynamics of cities. However, many recent citywide analyses of social change have largely set aside housing to concentrate on shifts in income and occupational class structure. In this paper, we argue that examining the intersections of class with tenure provides a richer framework for making sense of patterns and processes of urban social change. Using data from the 2011 and 2021 Censuses, we examine (1) how the intersecting occupational class and housing tenure position of households in London has changed over the decade before (2) analysing the shifting locational and tenure positions of middle- and working-class households in the capital. The results show that ‘leasing space’ through the private rented sector is a key dynamic enabling the continued gentrification of Inner London boroughs. The apparent persistence of working-class London meanwhile masks disadvantageous changes in the residential position of working-class households, as declines in working-class homeownership and social housing have been offset by the growth of working-class private renting in the northern and western suburbs. These restructuring trends have major implications for social inequalities of wealth, residential security and access to opportunities.
5. Title: Entering and leaving housing assistance: Neighborhood trajectories of housing voucher recipients in the United States
Authors: Alex Ramiller
Abstract: The Housing Choice Voucher (HCV) provides rental housing assistance to millions of low-income households across the United States and plays a crucial role in shaping their exposure to concentrated poverty and racial segregation. While prior research has revealed that housing voucher recipients tend to face substantial constraints in terms of neighborhood location, less is known about the direct impact of entering and exiting such programs on individual locational outcomes. Employing a unique dataset that links between housing program records and census microdata between 2000 and 2018, this article examines the impact of entering and exiting housing assistance on the neighborhood context experienced by voucher recipients. Two-way fixed-effects models show that entering the housing voucher program has no statistically significant impact on the neighborhood poverty or racial composition experienced by recipients, while exiting the voucher program results in significant decreases in neighborhood poverty rates relative to both pre-voucher and voucher locations. However, there are substantial differences in these trajectories by race: while white households experienced significant post-voucher decreases in poverty relative to both their pre-voucher and voucher locations, non-white households did not experience post-voucher changes relative to their pre-voucher locations, and Black households experienced no statistically significant post-voucher poverty decreases at all. These findings point to the continued importance of race in shaping neighborhood outcomes: even households participating in the same housing assistance program experience racially disparate outcomes, both during and after their participation in the program.
6. Title: From dreams to high-risk housing navigation: Aspirations and strategies of university-educated young people
Authors: Tangi Pui Chi Yip
Abstract: In the context of escalating home prices and worsening affordability, accessing homeownership becomes increasingly challenging for young people worldwide. While predominant quantitative studies have examined young people’s housing transitions, less attention has been given to their subjective experience, perceptions and responses. This study focuses on housing aspirations – the interplay between housing preference and structural conditions – of university-educated young people, a group often perceived as having better advantages in securing homeownership. Drawing on in-depth interviews with 50 university-educated young people in Hong Kong, one of the most unaffordable housing markets, this study presents three key findings. First, a strong desire for homeownership persisted among most respondents, despite widespread frustration over their inability to attain it. Second, this pessimism stems from the convergence of a volatile housing market, precarious labour market conditions, and inadequate policy support. Third, respondents developed innovative, yet sometimes risky, strategies to pursue homeownership, including altering their career plans or engaging in high-risk investments. In the context of shrinking and increasingly unpredictable housing opportunities, young people are less inclined to solely rely on traditional pathways (such as stable employment) and instead lean towards riskier strategies to expedite their housing transition. These strategies are accompanied by complex and often conflicting emotions. Our findings carry important implications for housing practitioners and policymakers.
7. Title: When penalties are framed as protections: Street-level bureaucrats and the expansion of homeless governance in the US
Authors: Claire W. Herbert, Lesley Jo Weaver, Dylan J. Podrabsky, Emma Singleton
Abstract: Research has long identified street-level bureaucrats (SLBs)—often police—as key intermediaries shaping the governance of homelessness. Rising rates of unsheltered homelessness in the US implicate new public and private actors in these processes. This article broadens the focus of existing research using 42 interviews with SLBs in a mid-size US city to analyze how they interpret tent and vehicle encampments, and how they make decisions about displacement. These SLBs are from varied government and nonprofit agencies including parks, waste management, and public works, and generally lack training and official protocol to guide their interactions with the unhoused residents they regularly encounter in their work. We identify a common heuristic these SLBs use, interpreting encampments as posing urgent threats to three public priorities: safety, sanitation, and the environment. These ostensible threats and the correlated urgency of remediation guide their decision-making regarding encampment displacement. This heuristic allows SLBs to align with local progressive values, while obfuscating their role in penalizing people without housing and undermining efforts to resolve homelessness. These findings highlight another way in which SLBs’ interpretive actions perpetuate inequality, reproduce enforcement patterns across protective and punitive regulatory agencies, and shape priorities in the expanding field of urban homeless governance.
8. Title: Contesting sanctuary: Urban citizenship and multilevel migration governance in Barcelona
Authors: Carlos Delclós, Olatz Ribera-Almandoz, Blanca Garcés-Mascareñas
Abstract: This article examines the emergence and contentious politics of urban sanctuary in Barcelona under a progressive ‘new municipalist’ government. Through document analysis, key informant interviews, participant observation, and media and archival research conducted between 2015 and 2023, it analyses the City of Refuge programme and other local migration policies as sites of multilevel migration governance and political struggle. The article conceptualises sanctuary not as a stable policy field but as a dynamic, contentious process shaped by the interplay between legality, discourse, identity formation, and scalar negotiation. It draws on theoretical insights from scholarship on urban citizenship and multilevel governance, tracing how municipal actors and civil society mobilised symbolic and material resources to include undocumented residents and contest exclusionary national and supranational frameworks. Empirically, it shows how local movements challenged the state’s distinctions between refugees and undocumented people, mobilising refugee crisis discourse to expand inclusion and prevent further marginalisation of precarious undocumented citizens. Attention is given to administrative inclusion practices, targeted social programmes, and confrontations over policy competence. The findings reveal both the transformative potential and structural limitations of municipal sanctuary initiatives, highlighting the tensions between symbolic commitments to inclusion and the constrained capacities of local governments within hierarchical systems of governance. Barcelona thus offers a revealing case for understanding how cities reconfigure (and are constrained by) the scalar politics of migration governance, with its progressive leadership rooted in local social movements making underlying tensions especially visible.
