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1. Title: Green industrial policy and latecomer catch-up: A missed green window of opportunity for domestic solar PV module manufacturers in Indonesia
Authors: Ulrich Elmer Hansen, Ivan Nygaard, Yohanes Berenika Kadarusman
Abstract: The notion of green industrial policy (GIP) has gained attention recently in order to conceptualize the relationship between the transition to green technologies and the development of domestic manufacturers of such technologies. In this paper, we contribute to advancing the literature on GIP by presenting a conceptual framework on GIP in the context of latecomer catch-up of domestic firms in developing countries. The framework combines insights from the development studies literature on industrial policies, policy mixes in sustainability transition studies and the literature on firm-level catch-up. We apply the framework to study how industrial policies and energy policies have interacted and influenced the initial entry and early-stage catch-up of domestic solar PV module manufacturers in Indonesia in the period 2008–2023. Empirically, we draw on semi-structured interviews with representatives of domestic solar PV module manufacturers, industry informants and relevant government agencies. Based on the conceptual framework, we identify the inhibiting and encouraging factors influencing firm-level catch-up trajectories within three distinctive phases. We find that, while the catch-up trajectory of domestic solar PV module manufacturers resembled a path toward coexistence during the first and second phases, the third phase involved an aborted catch-up trajectory. However, a new catch-up trajectory toward coexistence may be emerging in relation to the recent establishment of export-oriented solar PV module production. Conceptually, the paper contributes to advancing the literature on GIPs by adopting a firm-oriented perspective and by seeking closer integration with research in development studies on the catching-up of latecomer firms.
2. Title: Entrepreneurial narratives, digital community discussion, and crowdfunding success
Authors: Marco Bade, Felix Reichenbach
Abstract: This study examines how entrepreneurial narratives are related to crowdfunding success, both directly and indirectly, through community discussion. It draws on the Expectation Confirmation Model (ECM) to conceptualize community discussion as a potential mediator. Using a dataset of 26,996 Indiegogo campaigns and more than 3000 Reddit posts and comments, we apply structural equation modeling and sentiment analysis. We find that the intensity of entrepreneurial narratives, measured by description length and update frequency, is positively associated with both crowdfunding success and community discussion activity. However, community discussion activity, particularly when driven by promotion posts or emerging late in the campaign, is associated with reduced crowdfunding success. These findings highlight the double-edged nature of digital visibility and extend the ECM to capture cross-platform, socially distributed feedback effects. We derive practical guidance for entrepreneurs to strategically time and tailor their communication to avoid backlash and maximize crowdfunding success.
3. Title: Scientific and industrial specialisation, structural change and economic growth: Global evidence
Authors: Aurora A.C. Teixeira, Alexandre Pinto
Abstract: Understanding how structural change drives long-run growth requires jointly considering the dynamics of productive and scientific specialisations, and science–industry alignment. This paper develops and tests a unified framework that integrates evolutionary, structuralist, complexity, and innovation-systems perspectives to assess how productive and scientific specialisations, science-industry alignment, diversification, and global value chain integration shape economic performance. To operationalize this framework, we construct new indicators, including a Science–Industry Matching (SIM) index, measures of dynamic entry and relatedness density, and specialisation-based diversity indices, and apply them to a panel of up to 142 countries over 2000–2018/2023. Estimation relies on country fixed effects with Driscoll–Kraay standard errors to address heteroskedasticity, autocorrelation, and cross-sectional dependence. The results reveal that persistent specialisation in high- and medium-high-tech industries fosters growth, while low-tech dependence constrains it. Scientific specialisation in enabling fields such as mathematics, physics, chemistry, and energy/environmental sciences supports growth, but excessive concentration risks lock-in. Science–industry alignment enhances growth in advanced economies with strong absorptive capacity but penalises weaker systems. Industrial diversification often dilutes resources, whereas scientific diversification consistently promotes growth by broadening the knowledge base for recombination. Finally, integration into global value chains is growth-enhancing in developing economies, while advanced economies can sustain higher domestic value added without significant penalties.
4. Title: Innovation under dual policies: The impact of R&D subsidies and emissions trading on green patenting in Sweden
Authors: Jessica Coria, Jūratė Jaraitė
Abstract: This paper examines whether the EU Emissions Trading Scheme (EU ETS) and innovation subsidies interact to enhance green innovation at the firm level. Using staggered difference-in-differences and matched samples, we find no evidence of synergetic effects: firms subject to both the EU ETS and innovation subsidies do not outperform those subject only to subsidies in terms of green patenting outcomes. By contrast, subsidies alone have a clear positive impact on green innovation. Firms receiving subsidies generate more green patents, receive more citations, and develop technologies with greater technical scope, especially when subsidy amounts are large. These findings imply that, while environmental policies like the EU ETS might create demand for green innovation, substantial subsidy support is essential to overcome market failures and promote the development and patenting of green technologies.
5. Title: Do synthesis programs facilitate interdisciplinary research? Evidence from the NSFC’s Major Research Plan
Authors: Qianqian Jin, Hongshu Chen, Xuefeng Wang, Jia Liu
Abstract: Synthesis programs, designed to address critical scientific challenges through interdisciplinary solutions, have garnered substantial attention from funding agencies. This study quantitatively evaluates the detailed impact of synthesis programs on promoting these interdisciplinary solutions, using data drawn from the Major Research Plan (MRP) instituted by the National Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC). We measure and compare the interdisciplinarity in knowledge absorption and integration of articles funded by the MRP with that of articles published in the same journal and year without synthesis intervention, as well as those supported by the NSFC’s General Program. Key dimensions of interdisciplinarity, encompassing variety, balance, and disparity, along with their aggregation, are measured using article references and, more importantly, the main content of these articles. Findings indicate that synthesis programs have fostered interdisciplinary research, but their effects on bolstering knowledge absorption and integration differ. These initiatives motivate researchers to absorb more disparate knowledge from a wider range of disciplines and pave the way for a more balanced integration of dissimilar knowledge. Our findings support the implementation of synthesis programs as a catalyst to accelerate the integration of knowledge across disciplines and domains, and offer insights for funding agencies, expert groups, and researchers engaged in the design, execution, and assessment of such programs.
6. Title: Harvesting or nurturing? Corporate venture capital and startup green innovation
Authors: David Wunder, Markku Maula
Abstract: Corporate venture capital (CVC) investors now regularly back startups engaged in green innovation, yet their motivations and the causal impact of their investments on startups' green innovation remain unclear. We examine heterogeneous CVC selection and treatment effects on venture green innovation, conditional on corporate parents' green complementary resources. We draw on institutional logics to theorize CVCs as a group, and resource complementarity arguments to explain differences among CVC investors. Utilizing unique matched investment and patenting data (2000–2021) for ventures from 27 European countries funded by VCs during 2004–2019, we employ difference-in-differences models to separate treatment from selection effects and to test the heterogeneity of the treatment effects. We find that CVC investors preferentially select ventures exhibiting higher pre-investment green innovation, an effect driven by those whose parent corporations actively engage in green innovation themselves, indicating substantive rather than symbolic motives behind these investments. Critically, post-investment nurturing of green innovation depends on investor heterogeneity: only CVC investors whose parent corporations possess complementary green innovation resources significantly increase their portfolio ventures' subsequent green innovation.
7. Title: Robots and the regionalization of global value chains
Authors: Roberto Antonietti, Chiara Burlina, Chiara Franco
Abstract: In this paper, we study whether and to what extent exposure to industrial robots leads to the regionalization of global value chains (GVC) for a group of seven European countries and ten manufacturing sectors. We use country-industry-year data on GVC participation for the period 1995-2018 from the OECD-ICIO database and we merge it with industrial robot data from the IFR. To assess the non-spurious long-run relationship between robots and GVC dynamics, we adopt a panel cointegration approach and dynamic OLS regressions, while we assess the direction of causality using a panel vector error correction approach. Our results suggest that, on average, higher exposure to robotization Granger causes a higher GVC regionalization, which is more pronounced when the source of foreign value-added moves from Asian economies to Eastern Europe. We also find that sectoral heterogeneity matters, since a stronger robot-induced regionalization of GVCs tends to occur in more upstream sectors and with high labour intensity.
8. Title: External search for specialized knowledge and green new product development speed: A dual mediation mechanism and moderating role of absorptive capacity
Authors: Hoàng Thu Thảo, Huy-Cuong Vo-Thai, Trong Tuan Luu
Abstract: Considering that an open innovation approach is crucial for green innovation, this study aims to explore the different roles of external search for specialized knowledge sources, specifically market sources and institutional sources, in fostering green new product development (NPD) speed through the dual mediation mechanism and moderating role of absorptive capacity. The data set for testing the relationships among these variables was garnered from 505 managers who worked in Vietnamese manufacturing firms. The results revealed that external search from the two sources of knowledge, namely market sources and institutional sources, exhibits a significant positive association with green NPD speed. Further, the two mediators, including green process innovation and green product innovation, mediate the positive relationship between external search and green NPD speed. The findings also proved the effects of external search from market sources on green process innovation and green product innovation are positively moderated by absorptive capacity (AC). However, AC does not demonstrate a moderating effect when it comes to knowledge obtained from institutional sources in relation to green process innovation and green product innovation. The study contributes to the existing literature on open innovation, green innovation, AC and suggests ideas for future research.
9. Title: Journal ratings changes: Implications for author diversity and research characteristics
Authors: Yang Su, Chris Brooks, Brian Lucey, Andrew Urquhart
Abstract: Concerns have been raised in the business and management literature regarding the role of journal rating lists. Rather than simply reflecting journal performance, these lists may influence the nature of scholarly work produced and published. This study investigates the impact of upgrades and downgrades and inclusions and removals, respectively, to two widely used journal rating sources – the Academic Journal Guide and the Financial Times List – on author and paper characteristics. We analyse a large sample of articles, spanning all sub-fields in business and management, published over a 12-year period. Our analysis indicates that female authors publish significantly more in journals that experience downgrades or removal from these lists compared to journals that maintain or improve their ratings. We also observe that authors affiliated with African universities are less represented in journals that have newly entered or been upgraded on these lists. However, our findings do not show a significant effect of journal list recompositions on the most commonly employed research methods. We observe that list entry and rating upgrades are associated with significantly improved article readability. Overall, our results contribute to the ongoing discussion regarding the effects of journal lists on publication outcomes, particularly for groups that are already underrepresented in academic publishing.
10. Title: Slaying the undead: How long does it take to kill zombie papers?
Authors: Marc Joëts, Valérie Mignon
Abstract: This article investigates the persistent impact of zombie papers, i.e., flawed publications—either already retracted or likely to be retracted—that continue to circulate within the academic system despite their discredited or discreditable status. Drawing on a large sample of 25,480 retracted research articles published between 1923 and 2023, we identify the factors that prolong the presence of flawed research in the scientific record before formal retraction. We show that articles retracted for serious misconduct, such as data fabrication, tend to experience longer retraction delays, particularly in contexts where detection mechanisms are weak and editorial or institutional responses are slow. Our findings also reveal significant disparities across geographic regions and disciplines, with under-resourced institutions exhibiting longer retraction delays. Journal practices — such as open-access versus subscription-based models — influence retraction dynamics as well, with subscription-based journals being more effective in implementing timely retractions. In contrast to the existing literature that has mostly documented aggregate citation trends, our study offers a dynamic, multivariate framework for understanding zombie paper survival. Our findings contribute to the growing literature on scientific integrity by revealing how systemic weaknesses in editorial governance and scientific transparency can delay the timely correction of the scientific record. Based on these results, we propose several policy recommendations to reduce zombie paper persistence—emphasizing the need for stronger data transparency requirements, investment in detection tools, and global editorial standards aimed at safeguarding the reliability of scientific knowledge by minimizing the epistemic risks posed by zombie papers.
11. Title: Knowledge dependence in global value chains
Authors: Lingling Qin, Sunny Li Sun
Abstract: How can suppliers leverage global value chains (GVCs) to enhance innovation impact and capture value? We conceptualize GVCs as distributed innovation systems (DIS) that facilitate the dispersion and flow of knowledge among diverse actors within the chain. This dynamic fosters knowledge dependence among GVC actors, reshaping the innovation process and influencing both innovation outcomes and value capture. By examining suppliers' knowledge dependence on a lead firm such as Apple, and on other suppliers, we identify a positive relationship between knowledge dependence and suppliers' innovation impact. Additionally, we introduce the moderating role of the ease of knowledge combination, demonstrating how it interacts with knowledge dependence to influence innovation outcomes. Our findings reveal that focal suppliers achieve greater innovation impact when they develop knowledge dependence on a lead firm or other GVC suppliers. We uncover an inverted U-shaped relationship between knowledge dependence on a lead firm and focal suppliers' value capture, indicating that optimal outcomes occur when suppliers maintain a balanced level of dependence. However, we find no evidence of a positive relationship between focal suppliers' value capture and their knowledge dependence on other suppliers. These findings advance understanding of knowledge dependence, distributed innovation, and value appropriation within GVCs.
12. Title: The survival effects of non-R&D induced innovation during crisis
Authors: Jun Hou
Abstract: Using firm-level data from 41 countries, this study investigates how resource-constrained firms can strengthen their resilience to resist the COVID-19 crisis through non-R&D induced innovation. The empirical results show that firms in Middle- and Low-income countries, where access to government aid is often constrained, can enhance their survival prospects by internally upgrading their learning and adaptive capabilities. Specifically, non-R&D induced innovation can effectively substitute for insufficient government financial support by enabling firms to adjust operations and maintain competitiveness during the Covid-19 pandemic. The findings emphasise the importance of jointly considering government support and innovation in firm survival analyses, as omitting either factor may introduce potential omitted variable bias. To address this, supervised learning approaches are employed to predict whether firms that exited had received government support prior to closure. In addition, this study advances the literature by uncovering the complementary roles of innovation and government financial interventions, and highlights context-specific strategies that policymakers should adopt to improve firm resilience amid external shocks.
13. Title: Neighborhood clusters and citywide technological diversification
Authors: Ziyu Chen, Xiaohu Zhang, Frank van der Wouden
Abstract: The clustering of economic activities is widely considered to be a key driver of economic competitiveness. However, little is known how technological activities are clustered within cities and how such neighborhood concentration is associated with citywide technological diversification, as the existing literature tends to treat cities as homogenous units, neglecting their neighborhood dynamics and heterogeneity. To fill this gap, we develop a novel measurement framework to identify neighborhood-level technology clusters within 260 Chinese cities, using 16 million geo-coded patents from 2003 to 2018. We then link this neighborhood-level clustering measure with the rate, direction, and complexity of citywide diversification in patenting activities. We measure technological diversification as the entry of a new revealed comparative advantage in a city's patenting portfolio and find that neighborhood-level clusters (1) contribute to an increasing rate of diversification at the city level; (2) channel diversification toward technologies related to existing specializations; (3) are associated with more complex diversification. Our results suggest that zooming in on the micro-dynamics of tech clusters provides a more nuanced view of their advantages than is typically assumed.
14. Title: Impact of digital transformation technology adoption on worker wages
Authors: Seungil Lee, Jungsoo Park
Abstract: This study examines the impact of digital transformation technology (DTT) adoption on individual worker wages using Korean worker panel data from 2017 to 2022. Using industry-level DTT adoption rates, we investigate how DTT adoption affects wages across various task types and industries. Our findings reveal a statistically significant wage reduction effect of DTT adoption in both the manufacturing and non-manufacturing sectors. We observe nuanced effects across different task types, with cognitive tasks experiencing more significant wage reductions than manual tasks. Furthermore, older and less educated workers face greater wage reductions. Our study contributes to the understanding of the labor market implications of technological advancements.
15. Title: The effect of publicly co-funded industry-science collaboration on scientific production
Authors: Paul Hünermund, Cindy Lopes-Bento, Maikel Pellens
Abstract: Competitive industry-science collaboration programs encourage academic scientists to co-develop innovation projects with firms. These programs combine attributes of competitive research funding and science commercialization policies. Because they demand more time and effort than traditional science funding, and may push applicants toward projects with higher commercial potential, the question arises whether they come at the expense of scientific productivity or alter the direction of research. Using data from a large-scale, cross-country R&D policy, we find no evidence of negative impacts on science. On the contrary, our analysis shows an increase in joint scientific publications with industrial partners, while the overall direction of research remains unchanged.
16. Title: Navigating sustainability paradoxes: Unveiling the dynamics of transformative change in the food industry
Authors: Nhat Strøm-Andersen, Julia Szulecka, Markus M. Bugge, Ellen-Marie Forsberg
Abstract: The sustainability transitions literature suggests that individual firms struggle to move toward sustainability unless the broader socio-economic system also evolves. Despite firms' willingness to change, existing systemic challenges often impede their progress. This paper employs paradox theory to address this struggle and examines how firms balance economic and societal concerns in their transition from business thinking to sustainability thinking. Based on a qualitative case study of the food industry's collaboration initiatives on food waste reduction and prevention in Norway, the study identifies the systemic challenges and sustainability paradoxes that the industry faces. We find that the firms' efforts to reduce food waste collide with established food industry agreements, standards, business strategies, regulations, and agricultural policies, impeding a systemic and structural transformation of the industry. The paper discusses how the food industry may navigate these challenges collectively and draws implications for the sustainability transitions literature. Primarily, the conclusions signal a need for governance and incentive structures at the system level beyond the action space of individual firms, and secondarily, illustrate how such governance approaches to sustainability transitions are sector-specific and geographically embedded.
17. Title: Retrovation typology: Exploiting and exploring past knowledge for nostalgic and sustainable innovation
Authors: I. De Noni, S. Blasi, E. Sabbadin
Abstract: Retrovation, also known as retro-innovation, is an underexplored innovation process that has recently garnered increasing attention from researchers and companies. However, the literature is scarce and ambiguous, lacking a clear definition of the concept. Drawing on past knowledge, it is possible to give new life to updated products and technologies which can be re-diffused within specific cultural and market niches to originally develop nostalgic and sustainable solutions.

In this paper, based on a qualitative inductive study of different business projects applying past knowledge and adopting an entrepreneurial market-driven perspective, we propose an original typology of retrovation based on the market motivations behind the retrieval of the past knowledge (nostalgia versus sustainability) and the past knowledge reconfiguration process (exploitation versus exploration). While the market motivation can range from the most traditional driver of nostalgia to the emerging driver of sustainability, the reconfiguration process examines the extent to which companies must adapt past knowledge to make it suitable for modern markets. Through this framework, we contribute to the literature by identifying four distinct types of retrovation: revivification, reappropriation, revisitation, and regeneration. Finally, we suggest managerial implications to enable companies to better leverage the different types of retrovation.
18. Title: Rethinking the Third Mission: Organizing dissonance in transformative universities
Authors: Gesa Pflitsch, Max-Peter Menzel
Abstract: Universities increasingly engage in sustainability transitions through Third Mission (TM) activities that confront “wicked” problems and conflicting value systems. In this paper, we develop a conceptual framework that explains how TM contributes to transformative change by placing value collisions at its analytical core. Drawing on Convention Theory, we distinguish two knowledge processes: equivalence-oriented processes that seek efficiency and alignment, and dissonance-oriented processes that deliberately engage divergent values. Crucially, we conceptualize dissonance not as a barrier but as a generative driver of transformation, making its organization a core task of transformative TM. Using this perspective, we assess which organizational forms and governance arrangements enable transformation by sustaining dissonance, identifying heterarchy and an intermediate space between academia and society as central. This delineation sets transformative universities apart from other models and yields far-reaching implications for TM-related policy mixes and impact assessment.
19. Title: Sex, science, and society
Authors: Renée B. Adams, Jing Xu
Abstract: We show that culture affects individuals’ participation in science. Using Scopus data on 3.7 million scientists worldwide, we document that women’s representation in science varies across fields and across countries, even within a field. Women’s representation in both STEM and Non-STEM fields is higher in more gender-equal countries and countries with greater academic freedom. Women’s representation is higher in fields with more inclusive cultures. We provide evidence for two channels through which culture affects representation: migration and productivity. For example, female scientists’ location choices appear to be more sensitive to country culture than those of male scientists. Our results highlight that individuals’ careers in science depend on social factors. Thus, a country’s capacity to engage in scientific research — critical for innovation and economic growth — also hinges on social factors.
20. Title: Growing up but staying home: Patient equity investors and firm scale-up
Authors: Erez Maggor, Erez Aharon Marantz
Abstract: Sustained and inclusive economic development is the product of mature firms, commonly referred to as scale-ups. While some studies suggest equity investors enable firm growth, others argue equity-backed startups are more likely to be acquired or relocate to more developed regions. To address this ambiguity, we examine the Israeli high-tech sector, where a growing number of startups are scaling up locally. Building on existing literature and exploratory interviews with industry members, we focus on how investors' business strategies and founders' characteristics shape startups' ability to scale up locally. We argue that local scale-up is most likely in cases where equity funds act as patient capital and invest in startups founded by experienced entrepreneurs or founders who are highly embedded within the local eco-system. Exponential competing risk models of the growth outcomes of 5689 Israeli high-tech firms established between 2005 and 2020 largely confirm our claims. We discuss how our results inform understanding of equity investors' impact on scale-up and public policies that can support more inclusive innovation ecosystems.
21. Title: Who uses AI in research, and for what? Large-scale survey evidence from Germany
Authors: Marina Chugunova, Dietmar Harhoff, Katharina Hölzle, Verena Kaschub, ... Robert Rose
Abstract: The integration of AI into scientific work holds significant potential to accelerate innovation. We surveyed researchers in two leading German research organizations to examine AI adoption, barriers, and perceived impact on research. Researchers are widely using AI tools – often for primary and creative tasks – and many expect the technology to be transformative for research. Effective use appears linked to both hands-on experience and engagement with learning resources. A persistent gender gap in AI use is closely associated with differences in familiarity, suggesting a potential focus for organizational efforts. Legal uncertainty and privacy concerns also emerge as major barriers, with researchers calling for clear, high-level regulatory guidance. Overall, our findings suggest directions where institutional actions might be explored to promote more equitable and effective AI adoption.
22. Title: Managing multi-stakeholder co-creation to address grand challenges: The role of paradox management capabilities
Authors: Muthu De Silva, Federica Rossi, Caroline Paunov
Abstract: Addressing Grand Challenges such as disruptive sustainability require transformative innovations and policy frameworks that enable coordinated, systemic, multi-stakeholder co-creation. Yet, we have limited understanding of the capabilities needed to manage the paradoxical tensions that arise in multi-stakeholder co-creation networks. We make an original contribution by using an evidence base composed of 30 co-creation initiatives from 21 countries and 3 transnational initiatives, developed to address challenges relating to the COVID-19 pandemic, a Grand Challenge characterized, exactly like disruptive sustainability, by large scale, complexity, and uncertainty. Our findings advance paradox theory by articulating six higher-order paradox-management capabilities needed to manage paradoxes relating to two levels of transformative innovation, project co-creation and programme co-creation. For each of these higher-order capabilities, we identify more specific routine capabilities that allow partners to manage these paradoxes to achieve swift and successful co-creation for disruptive sustainability. We provide implications for policy and practice.
23. Title: European regions transitioning to green markets: the role of related capabilities and public procurement policies
Authors: Carolina Castaldi, Milad Abbasiharofteh, Sergio Petralia
Abstract: The sustainability transition remains high on the European policy agenda, with an emerging understanding that focusing on green technologies is not enough to achieve disruptive sustainability. An overall green transformation of current systems of production and consumption also requires market formation processes whereby green markets become viable economic opportunities for regions to specialize in. In this study, we draw on insights from evolutionary economic geography and geography of transitions to understand how regions develop green market specializations.
To do so, we investigate two key sets of factors. First, we consider the evolutionary capability development process whereby new specializations emerge from existing related regional capabilities, in a path-dependent way. Second, we account for green public procurement initiatives to capture path-creation efforts in the form of deliberate regional policy directed towards green market formation.
Our empirical analysis focuses on European regions in the period 2000–2020. We employ original trademark-based metrics to capture regional specializations in green markets and combine them with patent data to construct relatedness linkages between technologies and markets. Our results reveal that only a few regions were able to develop specializations in green markets. We find that both prior capabilities in related technological domains and markets were positively associated with the emergence of these regional specializations. In addition, we also find that green public procurement was positively associated with the emergence of regional green market specializations. Our findings bear relevance for policy and research alike.
24. Title: Nourishing sustainability innovation: Scientific trajectories in industrial protein research
Authors: Marco S. Giarratana, Martina Pasquini, Markus Simeth
Abstract: This paper investigates how distinct scientific trajectories inform sustainability-oriented innovation in the protein production sector. Focusing on USPTO patents in subclass A23J (1990–2015), we apply a two-step text analysis that links topic modeling of academic publications to the classification of patent texts. This method identifies four trajectories and evaluates their influence on follow-on innovation, with particular attention to citations from sustainability-related patents. The results reveal substantial heterogeneity: some trajectories, such as those centered on cellular and bioprocessing mechanisms, consistently generate sustainability spillovers, while others, such as protein chemistry, exhibit limited diffusion. These findings contribute to a view of science as a cognitive map that structures industrial research by making more explicit the underlying causal mechanisms that govern each trajectory, thereby shaping which domains are more likely to yield impactful and sustainability-aligned innovations.
25. Title: Network centrality and creativity in the board game industry: Crowdfunding as a contingency
Authors: Lukas Vogelgsang, Markus Baer, Martin Hoegl
Abstract: Positions of intermediate network centrality have been found to be advantageous for creativity. Extending this line of work, we suggest that the potential benefits of positions of varying degrees of network centrality depend on the underlying approach to innovation. Using qualitative data from the board game industry, we first contrast the properties of two innovation approaches, a traditional, firm-internal approach versus a crowdfunding approach. Adopting an opportunity realization logic, we advance the idea that positions of intermediate network centrality enhance creativity when accompanied by a more traditional approach to innovation, but that positions at either the core or the periphery of the network aid creativity when creators employ a crowdfunding approach to innovation. We test our arguments in a sample of 6863 board games that were developed and realized either in the traditional way or using crowdfunding. Our results confirm that the value of network positions hinges upon the underlying innovation approach and highlight the implications of crowdfunding for creativity.
26. Title: Connecting creativity and innovation research: Building bridges to cross divides
Authors: Bernard Nijstad, Goran Calic, Pedro de Faria, Christoph Grimpe, Olli-Pekka Kauppila
Abstract: Creativity and innovation, while closely related, are concepts often studied within separate academic traditions. Creativity, rooted in psychology, focuses on micro-level processes, whereas innovation, grounded in economics, management science, and organization theory emphasizes macro-level dynamics. This separation has resulted in limited cross-disciplinary dialogue and a fragmented understanding of their interdependencies. In this paper, we advocate for building metaphorical bridges between creativity and innovation research to foster a more integrated understanding of the production of “the novel and useful” knowledge in organizations. We begin by providing a historical overview of both fields, highlighting their origins, key insights, and methodological approaches. Using a framework that maps four research domains in a two (creativity-innovation) by two (micro-macro) table, we identify existing connections and propose pathways for a more integrated theoretical perspective. We underscore the importance of sustaining these bridges, arguing that such integration is crucial for the continued evolution of both fields. By promoting the integration of separate research streams, we aim to enhance conceptual clarity and address complex challenges that require a holistic approach. This paper introduces the special issue “Connecting Creativity and Innovation Research”, outlining future research directions and showcasing contributions that exemplify and advance this integrative effort.
