World Development
Volume 199, Issue 3, March 2026
1. Title: Gendered laws and Women’s financial inclusion
Authors: Caroline Perrin, Marie Hyland
Abstract: This paper documents the relationship between legal gender equality and the use of financial services, using individual-level data from 148 developed and developing economies. The analysis, which combines data from the Global Findex and Women, Business and the Law databases, highlights the existence of a significant and positive correlation between gender equality in the law and women’s access to financial products. The results show that greater legal equality alleviates women’s involuntary financial exclusion. The findings also suggest that prevailing adverse social norms can nullify the beneficial effects of legal equality, and that better implementation of the law can facilitate a stronger relationship between legal frameworks and women’s financial inclusion.
2. Title: Balancing efficiency and equity in fiscal decentralization: theory and evidence from China
Authors: Yixin Chen, Bingyang Lyu, Mengqi Niu
Abstract: Fiscal decentralization is widely acknowledged as a pivotal contributor to China’s economic growth. However, there is a paucity of literature examining the underlying drivers of fiscal decentralization in China. This paper examines the drivers of intergovernmental fiscal relations in China: fostering economic development and mitigating regional disparities. After reviewing the evolution of the fiscal system since the Reform and Opening Up, we build a theoretical model to shed light on the objectives of fiscal decentralization and derive two theoretical propositions. By using panel data of prefecture-level cities from 2004 to 2016 and incorporating a newly developed fiscal decentralization indicator, we empirically test the theoretical propositions. The empirical analysis shows that the degree of fiscal decentralization decreases with an increase in GDP growth goals or larger fiscal disparities of subordinate county-level governments. This paper not only shows that balancing efficiency and equity in determining fiscal decentralization, but also offers insights for developing countries on how to build a more effective fiscal decentralization system.
3. Title: How green is China’s development finance? Power generation and air pollution in Africa
Authors: Leoni Mendler-Krakau, Michael Frenkel
Abstract: China has emerged as an internationally leading creditor of development finance and is now competing with traditional Western donors and lenders. Between 2000 and 2021, Chinese public sector institutions committed more than USD 1.3 trillion to low- and middle-income countries. The flagship Belt and Road Initiative, launched in 2013, has enabled unprecedented infrastructure investment in about 150 countries. Western criticism of a lack of transparency has prompted speculation about the environmental impact of Chinese lending abroad. We examine whether Chinese official finance to Africa between 2000 and 2021 is associated with “greener” electricity generation—which can serve as the backbone for a sustainable energy transition on the continent—and whether it has contributed to emission reduction. To mitigate endogeneity concerns, we employ an instrumental variable approach that relies on the exogenous variation in the availability of Chinese official finance over time. Our findings suggest that Chinese official finance has increased the adoption of renewable energy for electricity generation, although the impact differs between development-oriented and commercial finance and changes over time. Furthermore, while Chinese official finance has contributed to reducing emissions and improving electricity access, commercial projects appear to offset some of the emission reductions.
4. Title: Bringing contact interventions to the lab: Effects of brief bilateral discussions on interethnic trust in Senegal
Authors: Gwen-Jirō Clochard, Guillaume Hollard, Omar Sene
Abstract: The contact hypothesis posits that interaction with outgroup members can reduce prejudice and improve intergroup relations. While the overall effects of contact have been found to be positive, some studies have found null or even negative effects. We aim to contribute to the understanding of the scope conditions of contact interventions, by singling out the effects of a common component of all existing contact interventions, namely bilateral discussions. Our brief contact is found to be effective in increasing interethnic trust toward the individuals met during the intervention, in line with previous results from longer interventions. However, the results do not generalize to the collective level. Our heterogeneity analyses fail to find evidence of heterogeneity in the treatment effect.
5. Title: “A snake with no teeth”: Urbanization shifts perceptions of men who support women’s empowerment in Northwestern Tanzania
Authors: Joseph A Kilgallen, Alexander M Ishungisa, Pius Charles, Theresia Marco Chizi, ... David W Lawson
Abstract: Achieving gender equality requires the support of all genders, but efforts to engage men in women’s empowerment initiatives have been fraught with resistance. Existing research demonstrates that men often anticipate negative consequences for opposing patriarchal norms but has less frequently addressed variability in such perceptions within communities and their modification by socioecological change. Here, we examine the ramifications men face when deemed supportive of women’s empowerment with regard to their social status and prospects for marriage and reproduction, and how these ramifications are shifting with urbanization. Data come from a Tanzanian community, selected because it combines patriarchal norms, with shifting gender roles accompanying urbanization, offering a relevant case for understanding gender norm change in similar low and middle-income settings. Focus groups and in-depth interviews with community members (young men, young women, and elders) confirm severe social costs for men who support women’s empowerment, primarily in the form of reputational damage and social ostracism. Both men and women also frequently question the sexuality, desirability, and reproductive prospects of men engaging in gender atypical behaviors that support women. However, these costs are giving way to emerging incentives for a subset of supportive men who gain social prestige, at least among relatively well-educated peers, via their association with ‘modern’ values, attractiveness to women, access to novel employment opportunities, and adaptability to urban life. Through identifying entrenched costs for supportive men and emerging incentives accompanying urbanization, this study contributes to a deeper understanding of the barriers and pathways to effectively engaging men in women’s empowerment.
6. Title: Gender, race and their interplay with economic status: intersectionality and asymmetric jeopardies in Brazilian education
Authors: Sunil Mitra Kumar, Lucio Esposito, Adrián Villaseñor, Sandra Macedo
Abstract: A large body of research has illustrated how inequalities in educational achievements globally are rooted in a range of demographic and socioeconomic characteristics. However, the sources of educational disadvantages are too often considered in isolation, without addressing how they interplay with one another. Building upon the intersectionality and multiple jeopardy frameworks, in this paper we employ a sequential mixed-methods approach to analyse the role played by economic status, gender and race in shaping education attainment in Brazilian high-stakes secondary education exams. Our specific focus is on how economic status, conceptualised as comprising an absolute and a relative facet, interplays with gender and race. Our quantitative analysis reveals that the two components of economic status interplay symmetrically with gender but asymmetrically with race. Gender attainment gaps shrink with higher absolute and relative status. Race attainment gaps also shrink with higher absolute status, but they expand with higher relative status. We use the insights obtained from the literature as well as from our qualitative interviews to situate and explain these findings. Our work improves the understanding of the multifaceted disadvantage experienced by students from underprivileged households in Brazil, highlighting how economic inequality and discrimination hinder educational attainment and jeopardise social mobility.
7. Title: Does land tenure security reduce deforestation? Evidence from the Brazilian Amazon
Authors: Joao Paulo Santos Mastrangelo, Alexandre Gori Maia, Stella Zucchetti Schons
Abstract: Increasing land tenure security has been advocated as a critical policy to reduce deforestation and promote sustainable development in the developing world. We evaluate the extent to which rural properties with secure land tenure are less prone to deforestation and more likely to comply with environmental rules in the Brazilian Amazon. We use a unique dataset with property-level information for the entire population of private rural properties registered in the state of Acre, Brazil. Our proxy for land tenure security is the absence of overlapping claims to property rights when a landowner registers their land in the federal Environmental Rural Registry. We evaluate the impacts of secure land rights on (i) the property’s share of the deforested area, and (ii) the likelihood that farmers comply with the Brazilian Forest Code, which defines a limit of 20% of deforested area in each property. The non-randomness between the treatment (land tenure security) and control (land tenure insecurity) groups is controlled by using various empirical strategies, including within-landholder fixed effects and matching strategies. Our results demonstrate that land tenure security significantly reduces deforestation and increases compliance with the Forest Code. We also show that even legally titled properties exhibit higher deforestation rates when land tenure rights are not effectively supported by land governance mechanisms.
8. Title: The impact of foreign media on political mobilization during the Arab Spring
Authors: Laura Angelini, Luisito Bertinelli, Rana Cömertpay, Jean-François Maystadt
Abstract: We investigate how foreign media influenced political mobilization during the Arab Spring in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region. Focusing on two prominent transnational networks, Al Jazeera and Al Arabiya, we use Arab Barometer survey data to track political mobilization and media use indicators in Jordan, Lebanon, and the Palestinian Territories. To address potential endogeneity, we use the frequency of lightning strikes and submarine cable seaquake shocks as instrumental variables, which help isolate exogenous variation in access to foreign media. Our results show that access to foreign media has a positive and statistically significant effect on political mobilization. A one-standard-deviation increase corresponds to a rise in the likelihood of participating in protests of approximately 6.5 percentage points, a gain of approximately 39% at the sample mean. We argue that this effect is primarily driven by the informational dimension of foreign media, rather than its ideological content.
9. Title: Citizenization and urban–rural income inequality: Evidence from the reform of hukou system in China
Authors: Anbang Wang, Junqiao Ma, Ke He
Abstract: Amid global income inequality, identity liberalization presents a viable solution. Overcoming traditional data acquisition limitations, this study integrated geographic information systems and gridded satellite dataset, utilizing 1 km-resolution nighttime light intensity, population and township-level administrative data. Theil index quantifies county-level urban–rural income inequality, while the generalized difference-in-differences method, using China’s reform of hukou system as a quasi-experiment, demonstrates that citizenization significantly mitigates urban–rural income inequality, especially under institutional discrimination. The underlying mechanisms operate through two channels: First, dismantling identity barriers enhances rural residents’ access to health security and social mobility, fostering their market integration capacity; Second, eliminating regional constraints optimizes regional market absorption capacity by facilitating the farmland marketization, technology diffusion, and job opportunities. As a complement to informal institutions, regions with deep-rooted Confucian and clan cultures exhibit stronger reform synergy, whereas pronounced dialect barriers hinder effectiveness. Over time, citizenization mitigates urban–rural income inequality exacerbated during early urbanization, accelerates income convergence, and advances the inflection point of urban–rural disparity, fostering societal income equalization.
10. Title: Social gaps, perceived inequality and protests
Authors: Olivier Bargain, H. Xavier Jara, David Rivera
Abstract: Latent feelings of economic vulnerability and social stagnation may have catalyzed the unprecedented uprisings that shook Latin America and other parts of the world in 2018–2019. We document this process in the context of Chile, leveraging survey data on protest participation and its potential determinants. Specifically, we construct a “social gap” index, measuring the disconnect between objective and perceived social status. Our findings suggest that this status misperception predicts protest involvement beyond factors such as perceived living costs, the subjective value of public services, peer influence, redistributive views and political demands. Notably, the social gap operates independently of broader feelings of unfairness and anger toward inequalities in explaining protests.
11. Title: Economic convergence, intragenerational economic mobility, and inequality in a native Amazonian small-scale society of Indigenous People in Bolivia
Authors: Ricardo Godoy, Jonathan Bauchet, Victoria Reyes-García, Eduardo A. Undurraga
Abstract: Adult intragenerational mobility reflects society’s ability to reward effort and tame society-wide inequality. In developed economies, mobility is modest and correlates negatively with economic inequality. Little is known quantitatively from direct observations about long-term intragenerational mobility in small-scale societies of the Global South. To assess the external validity of findings about patterns of intragenerational mobility from developed economies, we use a yearly survey panel dataset (2002–2010) of adults from a society of native Amazonians (Tsimane’) in Bolivia practicing farming, fishing, hunting, and plant gathering. We estimate (a) convergence rates (or the speed of catch up) of adults in the bottom quintile to the rest of the population sample, (b) mobility defined as the change in quintile rank in economic outcomes between 2002 and 2010, and (c) the associations of economic mobility in rank between 2002 and 2010 with society-wide economic inequality in 2010, measured with the Gini coefficient. Outcomes included flows (income, barter) and wealth measured with the value of livestock, locally produced goods, and commercial goods. We found unambiguous evidence of convergence (those at the bottom were fast approaching the rest) and considerable evidence of both upward and downward mobility among women and men across all outcomes. Mobility and economic inequality correlated negatively. We did not observe the modest economic mobility typical of developed economies, but we found pockets of immobility at the top and an inverse relation between upward mobility and inequality.
12. Title: Wealth inequality and economic growth: Evidence from the World Inequality Database
Authors: Rachel Steenbrink, Ahmed Skali
Abstract: Although it is often argued that wealth inequality matters more for economic growth than income inequality, this relationship has rarely been studied empirically, with a few exceptions covering a very restricted country sample or short timeframe. Leveraging hitherto unexploited wealth inequality data from the World Inequality Database, covering a panel of 165 countries between 1995 and 2019, we document a negative and statistically significant relationship between wealth inequality and economic growth. A one standard deviation increase in the wealth Gini coefficient within countries is associated with a 0.34 percentage points decline in growth rates. Instrumental variables support a causal interpretation of the results. The results survive a large battery of robustness checks, and we find no evidence to suggest a heterogeneous relationship.
13. Title: “I have already died in this PLACE:” livelihood impact pathways of conservation and land use change among highland Indigenous groups in northern Thailand
Authors: Marco J Haenssgen, Prasit Leepreecha, Mukdawan Sakboon, Ta-Wei Chu
Abstract: International conservation frameworks and targets have increasingly recognised the central role of Indigenous peoples in managing and preserving natural resources. However, a clearer understanding of the land use and conservation policy experiences, and the resulting livelihood impacts, of Indigenous peoples is essential to devise conservation policies that are not only more inclusive but also potentially more effective. This article argues that livelihood impact pathways analysis, operationalised through the activity space framework, can help unravel overlapping, counter-acting, and often invisible pathways of multi-dimensional livelihood that tend to remain fragmented or disconnected in prevailing livelihood research. We employed this approach in four Indigenous communities in northern Thailand, drawing on participatory qualitative research conducted from 07/2019 to 06/2021. The analysis identified five distinct yet interconnected pathways through which land use change and conservation policies interact with the relational systems linking communities, state actors, and local ecosystems. Spanning multi-dimensional livelihood impacts on inter- and intra-community relationships, meaning making, forest degradation, and state-community conflicts, these pathways were also shaped by contextual forces such as rural development processes and international legal developments. We recommend that consultative processes with stakeholders from affected communities and the sectors of policy, development, civil society, and academia employ the activity space framework as a systems mapping tool to identify and prioritise behavioural intervention options along direct and indirect impact pathways on livelihoods and related outcomes of forest health.
14. Title: Friends or foes? The insurgent’s dilemma of seeking legitimacy while keeping secrets
Authors: Enrique Escalante
Abstract: Why do some rebel groups seek legitimacy more than others? This article develops a theory to explain that the variation among insurgencies will depend on a trade-off insurgents confront between the interest to obtain legitimacy and the exposure to vulnerability. Inclusive insurgencies disclose information to seek legitimacy, allowing rebels to gain popular support, secure resources, and broader collaboration with non-combatants, thereby enhancing operational efficiency. In contrast, exclusive insurgencies, often emerging from radical factions, emphasize secrecy to protect the insurgency from existential threats, as their leaders are more easily targeted, leaks are relatively costlier, and disclosure increases the risk of detection. Faced with this trade-off and constrained by the likelihood of splintering, insurgencies unleash violent and non-violent actions. The theory is supported by an analysis of Peru’s 1980–2000 insurgencies: the Shining Path and the Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement.
15. Title: Gendering the safety net: Social protection policy and the limits to Decent Work in Cambodia’s garment sector
Authors: Sabina Lawreniuk, Katherine Brickell, Theavy Chhom, Lauren McCarthy, ... Hengvotey So
Abstract: The adoption of the Social Protection Floors Recommendation (SPFR) by the International Labour Conference in 2012 is widely recognised as an “historic” (Deacon 2013) and “radical” (Cichon 2013) reorientation of social protection, promising a new “universal and comprehensive” approach. Despite the SPFR’s bold ambitions, however, the implementation of social protection floors at global- and national-level has proven uneven. In practice, the social protection floors initiative has generally been “subordinate” (Seekings, 2019) to the Decent Work agenda. Particularly in many lower-income settings in the global South, for instance, vertical expansion of benefits to waged workers through social insurance has taken precedence over the SPFR’s more radical promise to horizontally expand the frontiers of social assistance. In Cambodia, for example, entrenched norms of fiscal and social conservativism have focused policy attention on expanding benefits provided to the 700,000 workers in the country’s largest formal industry – the garment sector – rather than expanding the scope of social protection to include the yet more numerous informal or agricultural sector workforce. In this paper, we examine the consequences of this lopsided social protection strategy for its apparent beneficiaries: women working within the garment industry. We argue that the focus on extending support for formal workers, at the exclusion of informal workers is, in fact, detrimental to both groups. To illustrate these arguments, we draw on original data from the GCRF-funded ReFashion project, a longitudinal study tracing the impacts of the Covid-19 pandemic on a cohort of 200 garment workers in Cambodia over 24 months. We use this rich and grounded data to develop an emic perspective on social protection programming that shows how, in the absence of a robust social protection floor, gendered norms in Cambodia compel women to fill the gaps in social protection programming by the state. Women workers in the garment sector effectively fund a social safety net for family members through remittance transfers. However, garment sector salaries alone are insufficient for this task, leading to a “debtfare” (Soederberg 2014) model, in which workers finance these costs through increasing resort to personal debt. The result is a crisis of over-indebtedness among workers in the garment industry that undermines the achievement of Decent Work in the sector. We suggest that Covid-19 offers a moment for reflection, like that which followed the Global Financial Crisis of 2008 and inspired the SPRF itself, to learn from the vulnerabilities exposed by the pandemic and recentre a radical vision of social protection that delivers for all.
16. Title: Do corruption experiences promote emigration? Observational and experimental evidence from Sub-Saharan Africa
Authors: John Maara, Barry Maydom
Abstract: How does corruption influence emigration decisions? Previous research has focused on the relationship between individuals’ perceptions of corruption and their desire to emigrate internationally. In this paper, we argue that personal experiences of corruption influence the desire to emigrate even more strongly than perceptions in order to escape from extortion and demands for bribes. To explore the relationship between corruption experiences and emigration, we analyse survey data from Afrobarometer alongside an original survey experiment. We use Afrobarometer to model the relationship between different types of corruption experiences on both intentions and specific plans to emigrate. We conduct a vignette experiment in Kenya in which respondents rate the desirability of emigration for a hypothetical countryman with varying experiences of corruption. We find that personal experiences of corruption are a strong push factor for migration, and that this relationship does not vary with education levels. Our study extends the literature by focussing on how personal experiences of corruption shape migration.
17. Title: Effect of women’s inclusion on conservation and management practices of Water User Associations
Authors: Ariana Montoya-Lozano, Tara Grillos
Abstract: Water scarcity remains a pressing challenge in rural areas of developing countries, making it essential to adopt more effective water governance. This study explores whether women’s inclusion in the executive committees of Water User Associations (WUAs) may enhance both management and conservation activities meant to improve rural water governance. Focusing on rural areas in Colombia, Honduras, Nicaragua and Bolivia, we analyze over 4,000 survey observations from the Rural Water and Sanitation Information System (SIASAR). We use cardinality matching to compare activities by WUAs with more women on the executive committee to statistically comparable WUAs with fewer women on the committee. Our study finds that the presence of women on WUA boards is significantly associated with increased conservation activities, such as protection of water sources, and recommended management practices, such as the formal legalization of the association. These improvements help strengthen both ecological and social systems against environmental degradation. Our findings suggest that promoting women’s inclusion in water governance could improve the effectiveness and sustainability of water management in rural Latin America. These results contribute to the ongoing discourse on gender, water governance, and environmental protection.
18. Title: Who on earth is using Generative AI?
Authors: Yan Liu, He Wang
Abstract: This paper offers the first comprehensive, global analysis of generative AI adoption by individuals, using novel data sources including website traffic and Google Trends. The paper also examines country-level factors driving the uptake and early impacts of generative artificial intelligence on online activities. As of March 2024, the top 40 generative artificial intelligence tools attract nearly 3 billion visits per month from hundreds of millions of users. ChatGPT alone commands over 80 percent of the traffic, yet its reach remains less than two percent of Google’s. Generative artificial intelligence users skew young, highly educated, and male, particularly for video generation tools, with usage patterns strongly indicating productivity-related activities. Generative artificial intelligence has achieved unprecedentedly rapid global diffusion, reaching almost all economies worldwide within 16 months of ChatGPT’s release. Strikingly, middle-income economies account for over half of global generative AI traffic, a disproportionately high share relative to their economic size, while low-income economies contribute less than 1 percent. Country level adoption intensity is strongly correlated with the share of youth population, digital infrastructure, English fluency, foreign direct investment inflows, services’ share of GDP, and human capital. Finally, the paper also documents disruptions in online traffic patterns and emphasizes the need for targeted investments in digital infrastructure and skills development to fully realize the potential of artificial intelligence.
19. Title: Can corporate good deeds reduce environmental injustice? Evidence from China
Authors: Chunxiao Wang, Yu Hao
Abstract: This study explores the role of corporate social responsibility (CSR) in enhancing environmental justice. We argue that CSR helps mitigate environmental injustice, a responsibility stemming from ethical considerations faced by corporations. Furthermore, building on previous studies that identify income disparity as the key factor contributing to environmental injustice, we find that regional economic growth, poverty alleviation among the rural poor, and the enhancement of political power are the primary channels through which CSR influences environmental justice. An analysis of Chinese listed companies provides evidence supporting our view, revealing a more pronounced mitigating effect of CSR on environmental injustice in non-state-owned, environmentally friendly, and large-scale firms. Notably, this contribution of CSR to environmental justice is more evident in the economically developed eastern region of China, which boasts a high level of marketization and a favorable business environment. This highlights the substantive role of CSR in environmental justice. By incorporating CSR into environmental justice studies, our research makes a meaningful theoretical advancement in understanding corporate ethical responsibilities and offers practical implications.
20. Title: Estimating dynamic macroeconomic effects of exogenous remittances
Authors: Markus Brueckner, Sudyumna Dahal, Haiyan Lin
Abstract: We use a local projection instrumental variable approach to estimate dynamic macroeconomic effects of temporary, exogenous remittance shocks. We identify exogenous remittance shocks by instrumenting remittances with the migrant-share-weighted GDP per capita of migrants’ destination countries. Impulse response functions show that the identified remittance shock is temporary and that it has a significant positive effect on remittance-recipient countries’ real GDP per capita on impact, and cumulatively over the medium term, e.g. over periods of 5 and 10 years. Household consumption and investment significantly increase while the ratio of net exports over GDP decreases. We also find that the increase in exogenous remittances causes a significant increase in external debt and a significant decrease, on impact, in the external debt servicing cost as a fraction of GNI. Our empirical results are consistent with the predictions of the model by Bahadir et al. (2018) for the case in which an exogenous, temporary remittance inflow accrues to credit-constrained entrepreneurs.
21. Title: Identification of earnings dynamics using rotating samples over short periods: the case of Chile
Authors: Carlos Madeira
Abstract: Due to high informality and sparse longitudinal data, empirical studies often ignore labor income dynamics in developing economies, where earnings inequality is highest and social insurance is weakest. I propose a dynamic earnings process with two distinct shocks: unemployment spells and the wages of workers who stay employed. This income process can be estimated from employment surveys with a rotating sample design, which are available for several countries. Applying this procedure to Chilean data, I show that wage volatility and unemployment rates are highly heterogeneous across workers. Unemployment spells are the most important source of earnings risk for workers.
22. Title: Urbanization and decentralization in the Congo: Examining governance in rural towns
Authors: Soeren J. Henn, Aimable Lameke, Mastaki Mugaruka, Vincent Tanutama
Abstract: How are rural towns governed in a context of fragility? This paper provides descriptive evidence to describe and quantify urbanization and the local organization of the state in 67 rural towns in four provinces of the Democratic Republic and the Congo. We present rich data on urbanization, state and local governance, taxation, public good provision, and citizens’ perceptions of governance. Three stories emerge. First, rural towns are growing, boosting high levels of ethnic diversity, and local trust, but are still largely agrarian and with unclear property rights. Second, a recent decentralization reform has been poorly implemented ten years on. Less than half the towns have a state administrators, no local elections took place, and revenue sharing is limited. Third, the governance goals of the reform remain largely unfulfilled. We observe a lack of democratic accountability, high levels of corruption, and an acute gap in financing. Finally, we find that these governance challenges are not correlated with levels of urbanization, implementation of the reforms, or levels of state capacity.
23. Title: Fabricated justice: How due process reform enables evidence manipulation
Authors: Beatriz Magaloni, Esteban Salmón
Abstract: This paper examines how due process reforms enable evidence manipulation. During the past two decades, most Latin American countries have radically reformed their criminal justice systems, with the aim of strengthening rights protections and curbing abuses. Focusing on Mexico, we uncover a paradox of these institutional reforms: confronted with social pressures to punish crimes, police officers and prosecutors with limited investigation capacities fabricate criminal cases that pretend to conform with stricter judicial standards. Using difference-in-differences designs with a representative prison survey and ethnographic fieldwork among criminal prosecutors, we document a decline in torture and a parallel rise in convictions grounded in fabricated evidence, most commonly planted drugs and weapons. This shift toward what we call “fabricated justice” has fueled an increase in drug trafficking convictions. This recent increase in planted evidence suggests that when rule of law reforms are implemented without corresponding investments in state capacity, they can generate new and unexpected forms of abuse.
24. Title: Grievances, greed or tactics? The political ecology of jihadist expansion in West Africa’s WAP complex
Authors: Luca Raineri
Abstract: The role of natural parks and protected areas in fostering peace or exacerbating conflict has gained increasing attention. While early scholarship emphasized their potential in post-conflict peacebuilding, political ecology has highlighted how the securitization of environmental concerns may clash with local resource management, fuelling hidden resistance or overt violence. Specific outcomes arguably depend on contextual features and eschew generalised answers, yet French-speaking West Africa remains underexplored in this debate. This article addresses that gap by focusing on the W-Arly-Pendjari (WAP) transboundary park complex across Burkina Faso, Niger, and Benin. Noting the expansion of jihadist groups in this area, this case selection further helps bridge the divide between conflict studies and political ecology literatures, including conservation amidst counterinsurgency. The article explores three hypotheses to understand why jihadist groups have expanded in the WAP area: (H1) leveraging local grievances over environmental governance and restricted resource access to mobilize local populations against the states; (H2) exploitation of conflict economies like trafficking, poaching, and gold mining for greed and economic gain; and (H3) capitalize on the military potential of forested areas to provide safe havens. Qualitative evidence – including interviews and surveys with local stakeholders and park rangers – is mobilized to assess the purchase of these hypotheses. Findings suggest that, contrary to earlier claims, the politicization of environmental grievances plays a limited role. Instead, jihadist presence in the WAP complex is more convincingly explained by economic motivations linked to illicit activities and, most critically, by military considerations, with protected forest areas offering strategic advantages.
25. Title: Armed conflict, community-based cash transfers, and social cohesion: Evidence from a randomized intervention in Ethiopia
Authors: Halefom Yigzaw Nigus, Kibrom A. Abay, Martin Paul Jr. Tabe-Ojong
Abstract: Amid a surge in armed conflicts in Africa, the impact of armed conflicts on social cohesion and potential avenues to rebuild social cohesion in conflict-affected settings remain active areas of inquiry. Most importantly, identifying instruments and interventions that can effectively strengthen social cohesion in conflict-affected settings can inform and facilitate peace-building efforts. We examine whether community-based cash transfer and social protection programs can strengthen social cohesion in settings grappling with the adverse effects of armed conflict. We answer this question using the 2020 civil war in Ethiopia and combining this with a randomized community-based cash transfer program rolled out after the conflict. Exploiting temporal variation in the spread of large-scale armed conflicts (battles) across a two-wave panel survey, we show that battles are associated with a deterioration in social cohesion. Reassuringly, we demonstrate that a modestly sized community-based cash transfer can rebuild and restore social cohesion in communities grappling with armed conflict and deterioration in social cohesion. Heterogeneity analysis shows that households who belong to a minority ethnic group in each community reported a higher loss in social capital associated with their exposure to armed conflict and that the community-based cash transfer appears to be more effective in rebuilding social cohesion among these households.
26. Title: Development as multidimensional environmental impoverishment
Authors: Joan Martínez-Alier, Beatriz Rodríguez-Labajos
Abstract: Poverty is multidimensional. Economic growth often implies environmental impoverishment and hence diminished options to choose valuable lives. People who are deprived of access to land, clean water and air because of extractive industries or as victims of waste disposal, often complain accordingly. They have lost freedom of choice regardless possible income increases, if they get them at all. We illustrate this with examples of ecological distribution conflicts collected in the EJAtlas. If you get some extra money but lose access to land, water and clean air because extractive industries grab your place and pollute your family, you are poorer in some dimensions than before, and poverty estimates need to take this into account.
27. Title: Why embracing uncertainty means rethinking development
Authors: Ian Scoones
Abstract: Uncertainty – where we don’t know what the future will hold – dominates our world. Climate change, natural disasters, pandemics and financial systems are characterised by deep uncertainties, even ignorance. Yet development efforts try to control, manage, plan and order the world in ways that often backfire. In an age of uncertainty, we need to ask whether development should be a project of control, often drawing on formal expertise and creating order through top-down intervention, or one of flexible, responsive, adaptive caring This Insights essay will explore the implications of taking uncertainty seriously, examining the implications for how we approach perhaps the biggest development challenge of all: adapting to climate change.
