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1. Title: Empathy in action: unravelling crowdfunding dynamics for female refugee entrepreneurs in Lebanon, Jordan, and Palestine
Authors: Ricardo Emanuel-Correia, Syahirah Abdul-Rahman, Doaa Althalathini
Abstract: Crowdfunding has become a vital tool for bridging funding gaps, particularly for marginalised groups such as women and refugee entrepreneurs. This study aims to investigate the impact of entrepreneur gender and sectorial dominance on crowdfunding outcomes for female and male refugees, using the lens of sector studies and Role Congruity Theory. To empirically test our hypotheses, we gathered data about refugee entrepreneurs who seek capital for their business ventures on the Kiva crowdfunded microfinance platform. Our research highlights the unique challenges faced by female refugee entrepreneurs, including discriminatory financing practices and lack of formal documentation. However, crowdfunding platforms like Kiva offer crucial financial access, outperforming traditional financial institutions. We found that female refugee entrepreneurs often outperform their male counterparts in crowdfunding, especially in male-dominated activities. Moreover, campaigns located in refugee camps show positive crowdfunding outcomes, emphasising the value of these settings for women-led initiatives. Overall, crowdfunding offers a promising alternative for female refugees, overcoming significant barriers to entrepreneurship in both refugee camps and broader contexts, as well as providing implications for enhancing financial inclusion and supporting gender equity in entrepreneurial spaces.
2. Title: Impact of climate change adaptation on welfare and child nutrition of farm households in rural Ethiopia: A panel data analysis
Authors: Taye T. Fisiha, John McPeak
Abstract: This study evaluates the potential impact of adopting climate change adaptation practices on the welfare and child nutrition of farm households in Ethiopia. The study uses a balanced panel of household-level data from the Ethiopian Socioeconomic Survey of rural households conducted in 2013/2014 and again in 2015/2016. For household welfare, measures of real consumption expenditure per adult equivalent and a food shortage indicator are used. For child nutrition outcomes, weights for height and body mass index are considered. The potential selection bias introduced by including adoption decisions of climate change adaptation strategies and evaluating how these strategies impact household and child outcomes is addressed by applying a panel data multinomial endogenous switching regression model. The climate change adaptation practice sets considered are categorized as soil and water conservation (SW), crop rotation (CR), and improved inputs (IM), at times alone and also in various combinations. We present findings on what household characteristics make it more or less likely that households will adopt a particular adaptation practice set strategy. The results demonstrate that in many cases, adoption of climate change adaptation practices set is positively associated with improved household welfare and child nutrition outcomes. In addition we find that larger positive impacts are observed when farmers combine multiple complementary practice sets. Our findings imply that policies should encourage smallholder farmers to adopt multiple climate change adaptation practice sets to improve the status of households’ welfare and children’s nutrition.
3. Title: Populism and global infrastructure investment
Authors: Lulu Pan, Eddie Chi-Man Hui, Jianfu Shen
Abstract: Populism has surged globally amid increasing globalization and political polarization. This study examines the divergent effects of left-wing and right-wing populist governments on infrastructure investment. Using panel data from 59 countries between 1990 and 2019, we find that left-wing populist governments significantly reduce infrastructure investment, while right-wing populist governments do not exhibit a similar impact. Mechanism analysis reveals that left-wing populist governments impair infrastructure investment by weakening legal institutions and deteriorating market governance institutions, whereas right-wing populist governments do not have such effects. Furthermore, the negative effects of left populism are particularly pronounced in three types of countries: those with multi-chamber parliamentary systems, those classified as low-income economies, and those with higher debt-to-GDP ratios. This research enriches the understanding of the economic consequences of populism and the lasting impacts of populist policies on infrastructure development, and contributes to the ongoing debate on the complex relationship between populism and economic outcomes.
4. Title: Conflicts and prosocial preferences
Authors: Dawoon Jung
Abstract: How economic agents’ preferences—such as individual time preferences, risk preferences, and prosocial preferences—are formed is a central question in economics, with important implications for understanding decision-making behavior. This study examines the nonlinear effect of conflict exposure on prosocial preferences, measured using “tax game” survey questions from the 2008 Aceh Reintegration and Livelihood Survey (ARLS). Leveraging variation in individual conflict exposure during one of the longest-lasting conflicts in recent history in Aceh, Indonesia, the analysis reveals a nonlinear relationship between conflict intensity and individuals’ willingness to contribute to public goods. Specifically, contributions decrease as conflict exposure intensifies up to a certain threshold, beyond which contributions increase. These findings are robust to alternative measures of conflict exposure and the inclusion of relevant control variables, providing consistent evidence of the nonlinear association.
5. Title: Catastrophe’s long reach: How historical natural disasters shape modern entrepreneurship?
Authors: Weihua Yu, Jinfei Niu, Xin Yao, Chenchen Deng
Abstract: The interaction between historical adversity and the evolution of culture traits can leave a long-lasting imprint on contemporary economic outcomes. This paper investigates the enduring impact of historical natural disasters during China’s Ming and Qing dynasties on modern entrepreneurship. We find that individuals originating from regions with higher density of historical natural disasters show a reduced inclination towards entrepreneurship, which could be attributed to the negative effects of historical disasters on the risk-taking attitude, cultivation of interpersonal trust, and human capital investment. These results remain consistent after utilizing both the regression discontinuity method and IV approach to address endogeneity concerns. Overall, these insights not only highlight the persistent historical legacy in shaping the spirit of modern entrepreneurial endeavors, but also shed light on the broader, long-term economic impacts of climate change.
6. Title: Genocide, women’s empowerment, and intergenerational transmission of violent attitudes
Authors: Daniel Kammer, Alina Greiner-Filsinger
Abstract: In this paper, we explore how mass violence shapes attitudes on violence against children, and we examine how these attitudes are transmitted across generations in the context of the Rwandan genocide. We exploit spatial variation in genocide intensity from the Gacaca records and temporal variation in women’s timing of socialization from three rounds of the Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS) in a difference-in-differences framework and find that younger women from regions more affected by genocide hold less violent attitudes compared to their peers from less-affected regions. Using an instrumental variable approach to estimate the transmission effect, we also show that descendants of these younger women from regions more affected by genocide are similarly less likely to develop violent attitudes. We provide evidence that genocide-induced women’s empowerment is the underlying mechanism. As such, our findings underscore previous evidence on the conflict–prosociality link by showing that mass violence can catalyze progressive norm change across generations, but also call for a more detailed investigation of the underlying adaptation mechanisms of the second generation.
7. Title: Does institutional design matter? Constitutional regime types and party system closure in Asia
Authors: Don S. Lee, Fernando Casal Bértoa
Abstract: Constitutional regime types matter for democratic consolidation. However, how these institutional factors shape party system development has been rarely studied. Applying Casal Bértoa and Enyedi (2016, 2021) conceptualization and operationalization of party system institutionalization (PSI) – party system closure – as consequences, and using a mixed-methods approach, we provide the mechanisms of why institutional characteristics denoting presidential regimes have a detrimental impact on PSI. Our analysis of an original dataset of all Asian party systems, which spans more than 70 years from the aftermath of the World War II to the end of 2020, shows that (1) direct presidential elections, compared to regimes with no such elections, (2) presidentialism vis-à-vis parliamentary and semi-presidential regimes, and (3) a cabinet’s collective responsibility to the president, as opposed to such responsibility solely to the legislature, all have statistically significant and negative effects on PSI. Our case-study of Indonesia, which changed from parliamentarism to presidentialism in 2004, confirms all these three points. Given the greater chance of the rise of populist outsiders in presidential and president-parliamentary semi-presidential regimes, our findings that party systems are more inchoate and parties may become weaker in properly playing a gatekeeping role in these regimes are particularly concerning.
8. Title: Power and its discontents: The long road to systemic change in the aid sector
Authors: Nicola Banks, Badru Bukenya, Willem Elbers, Innocent Kamya, ... Thomas Yeboah
Abstract: Power inequalities between Northern and Southern NGOs have historically plagued development cooperation. A growing momentum towards localisation, locally-led development, and shift the power is indicative of widespread efforts to respond to these inequalities. Drawing upon new survey data, we explore the nature of specific actions taken by a sample of NNGOs and SNGOs to address these power inequalities and analyse the extent to which these equalize power. We find that organisations in our sample are taking important steps toward reconfiguring traditional power dynamics and fostering more collaborative and accountable relationships between Northern and Southern actors. Yet a deeper analysis of these raises questions around whether actions are deep enough to rebalance or upturn unequal relationships and contribute to broader systems change. We find that innovations within the aid system are making incremental improvements without fundamentally shifting where decision-making power and financial power lie. Significant to scholars and practitioners alike, these findings underscore the need for more substantive and systemic changes to achieve genuine equity in development cooperation.
9. Title: Humor for health: a randomized controlled trial of clown visits in Palestinian hospitals
Authors: Melanie Gräser, Christine Grimm, Roman Hoffmann
Abstract: Hospitalization can be a highly stressful experience for children, potentially affecting their well-being and recovery. This study evaluates the impact of hospital clown visits on pediatric patients in Palestine. The health system of the country is severely challenged by the ongoing conflict and sociopolitical tensions which have major implications for the physical and mental health of children and obstruct patients’ access to healthcare services. We conducted a randomized controlled trial (RCT) to estimate the effects of clown visits on caregiver-rated health outcomes: children’s well-being during hospitalization, subjective recovery, and perceptions of hospital quality. We find that clown visits had a statistically significant positive effect on children’s well-being with levels of well-being in the treatment group being 0.25 standard deviations higher than in the control group. The effect was stronger among children from higher socio-economic backgrounds and those with a favorable predisposition towards clowns. We found no significant effects on caregiver-rated subjective recovery or perceptions of hospital quality. Our findings suggest that low-cost, non-medical interventions can play a meaningful role in improving the hospital experience for children, particularly in fragile and conflict-affected settings.
10. Title: The long shadow of natural disasters: educational impacts of the 1991 cyclone in Bangladesh
Authors: Chowdhury Abdullah-Al-Baki, Ali Ahmed
Abstract: Using the 1991 cyclone in Bangladesh as a natural experiment, this paper examines the long-term educational impacts of early-life disaster exposure. We employ a differences-in-differences approach with data from the 2019 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey to compare educational outcomes between disaster-affected and unaffected districts across birth cohorts with varying exposure timing. The results reveal substantial and persistent negative effects of early-life cyclone exposure on educational attainment. Children exposed during critical early developmental periods (ages 0–3) experience approximately one year reduction in completed schooling, with secondary completion falling by 12–19 percentage points and higher secondary completion by 10–17 percentage points. Mechanism analysis reveals economic hardship as the primary transmission channel, operating through household budget constraints that force reductions in educational investment. Infrastructure damage creates additional barriers through reduced access, while maternal psychological stress extends impacts to post-disaster birth cohorts. Disaster impacts exacerbate existing inequalities: girls experience roughly double the educational losses of boys, while rural populations face consistently larger impacts. The concentration of effects at secondary and higher secondary education levels suggests that disasters may perpetuate intergenerational poverty by blocking access to the formal labor market, where secondary education is often the minimum requirement. Robustness checks, including threats to identification and placebo tests, confirmed that these results reflected a genuine impact of the cyclone rather than coincidental patterns. These findings are urgent given projected increases in extreme weather frequency under climate change, providing strong justification for integrating disaster resilience into human capital development strategies in vulnerable developing countries.
11. Title: Poor performance of west Sumatran governments in resolving palm oil conflicts: a procedural justice perspective
Authors: Afrizal, Eka Vydia Putra, Linda Elida
Abstract: Expanding palm oil cultivation in Indonesia has led to significant conflicts between local communities and palm oil companies. Research indicates that these communities often rely on local governments to resolve the disputes. However, there is currently a lack of studies exploring the effectiveness of local governments in this context. This research gap highlights the importance of the present study, which aims to investigate this pressing issue by employing conflict analysis, procedural justice frameworks, and mixed methods. This article addresses how effectively local governments resolve conflicts between local communities and palm oil companies, focusing on district governments in West Sumatera, Indonesia. The findings suggest that the performance of local governments in resolving these conflicts is inadequate due to their relative inaccessibility and weak process. To achieve sustainable outcomes, there is a pressing need for fair and equitable approaches that prioritize community rights.
12. Title: Government data accessibility and firm dynamics: Encouraging entrepreneurship or accelerating exit?
Authors: Desheng Wu, Yu Xie
Abstract: Data monopolies erode a firm’s competitive vitality and threaten the sustainable growth of developing economies. Open government data (OGD) provides a crucial supplementary channel for firms to fairly access data resources. However, past work knows little about how OGD reshapes firm dynamics (firm entry and firm exit). To investigate this, we employ a difference-in-differences model on a comprehensive dataset of high-precision firm registry and OGD launch data. This method leverages the staggered adoption of OGD platforms across Chinese cities, allowing us to isolate the causal effect on firm dynamics. Our findings evidence that while OGD accelerates firm entry, it also triggers risks of firm exit and declining survival rates. Improving the public data support level, especially the quantity and scope of datasets, will effectively mitigate the adverse effects. In terms of data utilization, we emphasize that insufficient algorithmic reserve capacity will accelerate firm exit, while, conversely, entrepreneurship benefits from high reserves in algorithms and computing power. Moreover, we evidence that OGD’s impact on firm dynamics is related to firm scale, industry, and operational models. Grounded in dynamic capability theory, we reveal that digital talent reserves, productivity, and information friction costs are the underlying mechanisms of OGD’s impact on firm dynamics. Nevertheless, we demonstrate that OGD has promoted the allocation of digital talent in non-digital sectors, increased average wages, but at the cost of greater labor displacement. Our findings provide new insights for emerging economies to enhance market competitive vitality through developing public data, while also highlighting the risks of OGD in accelerating the exit of vulnerable firms and unemployment.
13. Title: Trade agreements and sustainable fisheries
Authors: Basak Bayramoglu, Estelle Gozlan, Clément Nedoncelle, Thibaut Tarabbia
Abstract: This study examines the impact of trade agreements and their specific provisions on the sustainability of marine fisheries resources. Using global data on the Mean Trophic Level (MTL) between 1950 and 2018 and a comprehensive dataset of environmental provisions from trade agreements signed between 1947 and 2018, we estimate the impact on the MTL of signing (i) a free trade agreement and (ii) a free trade agreement including fishery-related provisions. To address potential endogeneity problems associated with fisheries-related provisions, we use a difference-in-differences (DID) propensity score matching method. Our results show that while trade agreements tend to negatively impact the MTL, including fisheries-related provisions offsets this negative impact among signatory countries. By examining the potential mechanisms underlying this result, we are able to temper the optimistic findings in the existing literature on the beneficial environmental outcomes of environmental provisions. Our findings suggest that these provisions do not foster the adoption of more effective resource management practices. Instead, they appear to reduce trade opportunities, which is contrary to the objective of trade creation in trade agreements.
14. Title: Clientelist politics in Nigeria: Core voters, control and compliance
Authors: Diane Zovighian
Abstract: Clientelism is a defining feature of electoral politics in Nigeria, where political parties prioritize clientelist transfers to core supporters over transfers to swing voters or public goods appeals. What sustains these clientelist partisan pacts? Why are core voters more intensively targeted by clientelist transfers? Drawing on original survey data and key informant interviews, this article shows that core voters possess attributes that make them especially attractive to clientelist parties seeking to reduce defection risks. First, they are more deeply embedded in social networks on which parties can rely to gather information on their preferences and electoral behavior. Second, they are more likely to rely on their networks for voting advice or information. Third, they are more likely to perceive that the party can monitor their votes. And finally, they are more likely to comply with the clientelist bargain. This makes them in effect a safer bet for clientelist investments. In that context, clientelist targeting leads parties to sustain a core-support group of reliable votes delivery, rather than expand distributive promises to non-core voters. The findings highlight the impotance of voter-level attributes – particularly social network embeddedness – in shaping clientelist targeting and sustaining clientelist partisan pacts.
15. Title: Does free maternity care improve uptake and save lives? Quasi-experimental evidence from Kenya
Authors: Roxanne Kovacs
Abstract: Many assume that user-fees deter healthcare-seeking in low- and middle-income countries and are therefore partially responsible for high mortality rates. This paper estimates the causal effect of a national user-fee removal programme in Kenya on healthcare seeking and mortality, using a difference-in-differences design exploiting variation in treatment intensity across local communities. Results indicate a small increase in the uptake of antenatal care but no average effects on facility delivery, mortality or the quality of healthcare. Several potential mechanisms are examined and findings suggest heterogeneous treatment effects based on the physical accessibility of care as well as community-level preferences regarding household decision-making.
16. Title: Citizen science, mobile technology, and environmental justice in Africa: rights-based legal pathways for community empowerment
Authors: Philippa Osim Inyang
Abstract: This paper critically examines the legal potential of citizen science, enhanced by mobile technology, as a tool for advancing environmental justice and enforcing the right to a healthy environment in Africa. In light of widespread environmental degradation and weak regulatory capacity, it explores how citizen-generated environmental data can bridge accountability gaps in both formal governance systems and judicial processes. Drawing on African communitarian traditions, international environmental law, and comparative jurisprudence, including landmark cases from the US and Europe, it interrogates the evidentiary and procedural barriers that currently undermine the admissibility of citizen data in legal forums. The paper argues for comprehensive legal reform encompassing constitutional interpretation, legislative innovation, regulatory clarity and judicial openness to non-traditional evidence. By integrating citizen science into the legal architecture of environmental governance, African states can democratise environmental monitoring, empower marginalised communities and strengthen compliance with environmental obligations. The study contributes to emerging interdisciplinary discourse at the intersection of environmental law, human rights and digital technology in the Global South.
17. Title: The dual role of small-scale fisheries on food security and poverty eradication in Vietnam: A latent profile analysis
Authors: Quach Thi Khanh Ngoc, Bui Bich Xuan, Pham Khanh Nam
Abstract: Small-scale fisheries are crucial for supporting the welfare of coastal communities. Nonetheless, in Vietnam prolonged overexploitation and inadequate management have led small-scale fisheries into an uncertain future, leaving fishing households vulnerable to poverty and food insecurity. This study examines the role of small-scale fisheries in Vietnam in promoting food security and alleviating poverty within fishing households. Utilizing latent profile analysis, we categorize fishing households based on dimensions of poverty and food insecurity as well as explore the potential of fisheries management measures in eradicating poverty and improving food security. Our findings reveal that, small-scale fisheries in Vietnam have significantly contributed to the well-being of fishing households, enhancing both income and food security. However, we identify two distinct groups of fishers. One group, representing 65 percent of households in our sample, is characterized by higher incomes and greater food security, is denoted in the study as “protected households”. The second group, comprising 35 percent of our sample, faces challenges in both dimensions, and is denoted as “vulnerable households”. Protected households are more likely to be located in areas where access limitations are enforced, often accompanied by livelihood enhancement opportunities. These results suggest that future policies for small-scale fisheries could benefit from developing synergies among various interventions targeting the conservation of fisheries resources, poverty alleviation, and food security.
18. Title: Unemployment impact of network sectors and employment protection legislation reforms: Evidence from selected african countries
Authors: Kwamivi Mawuli Gomado, Isaac Amedanou
Abstract: This paper examines the dynamic effects of Employment Protection Legislation (EPL) reforms and Network Sector reforms on unemployment in selected African countries from 1990 to 2014. Reforms refer to changes in the EPL or Network Sector institutions index. Using local projections combined with augmented inverse probability weighting (LP–AIPW) and Entropy Balancing techniques to address endogeneity concerns, our findings show that EPL reforms reduce unemployment from the first year after their implementation, while Network Sector reforms also lower unemployment, with significant effects emerging from the second year onward. Robustness checks confirm that these results are consistent across alternative specifications, different definitions of reform episodes, and alternative labor-market outcomes such as employment and labor force participation. The heterogeneity analysis shows that both types of reforms reduce unemployment among men and young workers aged 15–24, while significant effects for women are concentrated among young female workers. Finally, we identify key transmission channels through which the reforms operate, including reductions in informality, increases in domestic investment and foreign direct investment, and short-run improvements in total factor productivity.
19. Title: Resilience of what and for whom? Climate change mitigation and adaptation in the global, Ethiopian, and Tanzanian coffee sectors
Authors: Janina Grabs, Gezahegn Berecha Yadessa, Marc Castellón Durán, Adugna Eneyew Bekele, ... Kristjan Jespersen
Abstract: Rapid climate change is making climate resilience a key concern in the agricultural sector. Yet, in practice, efforts to support resilience are often vague about ultimate goals, as well as which systems and perturbations need to be considered to achieve key objectives. This article presents a multi-scalar climate resilience framework that distinguishes between resilience at the sectoral, country, community, and household scale involved in coffee production. We then apply the framework by comparing the ambitions of climate resilience approaches pursued by companies and global development agencies with strategies driven by producing country institutions and coffee farming communities. We triangulate evidence from a novel dataset documenting climate-resilience interventions in the global coffee sector with original survey, interview, and focus group discussion data from fieldwork in Tanzania and Ethiopia. We find that interventions originating in importing countries primarily focus on ensuring continued coffee production in service of sectoral resilience, and rarely foreground alternative livelihood strategies that would benefit household-level resilience. Activities led by origin countries focus on productivity and quality improvements, but rarely center on climate resilience. Farmers themselves, while strongly valuing coffee as a livelihood strategy, highlight the need for diversification and pragmatic adjustments in the face of growing climate threats. We conclude that there is a need for more farmer-centric climate change interventions that strengthen not only absorptive and adaptive, but also transformative capacities.
20. Title: The defanging effect of education and autocratic survival
Authors: Raouf Boucekkine, Rodolphe Desbordes, Paolo Melindi-Ghidi
Abstract: The modernisation theory of regime change is often perceived to be a murky paradigm, lacking theoretical or empirical foundations. In response, we clarify the links between education and regime change. More specifically, we propose that education contributes indirectly to the collapse of autocratic regimes because educated people engage in non-violent (civil) resistance that reduces the effectiveness of the security apparatus. We empirically test the validity of this ‘defanging effect’ of education. We indeed find that the combination of high autocracy and high education levels tends to trigger non-violent campaigns, which in turn increases the likelihood of a regime change, likely to be associated with political liberalisation.
21. Title: Contested forests: how transnational networks mitigate and reproduce conflict
Authors: Shawkat Alam, Jona Razzaque
Abstract: This article examines how transnational networks, through their interactions with legal and societal structures, both mitigate and exacerbate forest conflicts, which often stem from competing interests over forest use, unclear property rights, deforestation, and state policy. Foregrounding the central thesis that strengthening legal frameworks and empowerment mechanisms can significantly enhance the conflict-resolution potential of transnational networks, the paper adopts a reframed socio-legal analytical approach that investigates the interplay between societal norms, power asymmetries, and institutional arrangements. We first examine the structural drivers and embedded nature of forest conflict, before exploring the dual role played by transnational networks in both aggravating and resolving tensions. The paper then assesses how power imbalances, environmental safeguards, and participatory mechanisms affect network efficacy. By critically examining case examples such as REDD+, FSC, and IPLC advocacy alliances, we show that while transnational networks hold promise in democratizing forest governance, their potential is contingent upon inclusive structures, balanced power dynamics, and enforceable safeguards. This article contributes to forest governance literature by offering a nuanced understanding of how legal empowerment and network-based governance intersect in conflict-prone settings.
22. Title: Has land finance driven China’s economic growth? Evidence from a quantitative counterfactual analysis
Authors: Yongmin Luo, Shenqi Ding, Xi Luo, Lujun Wang
Abstract: The Chinese government’s reliance on land finance to mobilize resources for economic development has attracted significant attention from other developing countries. Given the critical role of rural migrant workers in China’s economic growth, we construct a quantitative dynamic multi-sector model that captures the distinctive features of China’s urban–rural dual economic structure. Our findings demonstrate that land finance in China effectively stimulated economic growth; However, it did so at the expense of reduced consumption of urban residents. Land finance drove China’s economic growth through two main channels: increasing investment in urban and rural infrastructure and promoting the employment of rural migrant workers, and the ratio of the contribution of these two channels was about 5:4. Moreover, although the new land finance policy aims to allocate more land finance revenue to rural residents, such redistribution can only promote economic growth if accompanied by appropriate policy measures.
23. Title: Immigration, hukou system and crime: Evidence from China
Authors: Huan Liu, Taotao Shen
Abstract: This paper investigates the causal effect of the hukou (household registration) system on urban crime. During the hukou reform in 2016, the central government of China removed the migration barriers for some cities and rural migrant population, allowing us to adopt a difference-in-differences method. We evaluate this natural experiment with reform information linked to crime from city-level Prosecutor’s Office. The results show that the hukou reform suppresses criminal activities, leading to a significant decrease in urban crime. Further, we provide two possible mechanisms for the negative effect: promoting equalization of public services and changing skill structure of the inflowing population. In addition, we find that increasing registered population does not adversely affect service provisions for the originally registered individuals. Overall, our analysis sheds new light on the social effects of migration control policies and public services in developing countries.
24. Title: Labor law and workplace injuries
Authors: Rafael Piñeiro Rodríguez, Fernando Rosenblatt, Emiliano Tealde
Abstract: This paper studies the effect of the Law of Employer Criminal Liability in Uruguay, which criminalizes workplace safety violations. Using detailed data on reported workplace injuries, we employ a Regression Discontinuity in Time design to identify the causal effect of the law. Following the adoption of the law, Uruguay experienced a significant 23 % reduction in reported workplace injuries, with the most pronounced reduction occurring in the industrial and primary sectors. We attribute these results to the law’s deterrent effect rather than to increased prosecutions, as only two employers were convicted under the new legislation. Our findings demonstrate the potential of punitive approaches to enhance workplace safety even in contexts where proactive enforcement is challenging or costly. In addition, they show that laws establishing greater employer liability can significantly reduce injuries without imposing additional administrative burdens.
25. Title: Barriers or catalysts? Traditional institutions and social mobility in rural India
Authors: Vegard Iversen, Anustup Kundu, Rahul Lahoti, Kunal Sen
Abstract: We examine how village-level social group dominance affects the educational and occupational mobility of minority and other social groups in rural India across multiple generations. Theoretically, we distinguish between upper caste and own group dominance and examine the mechanisms underpinning inequality in mobility outcomes. We find inequality in upward educational mobility to have significantly narrowed over time. Scheduled Castes (SCs) have higher educational mobility in upper caste and own dominated villages, while Scheduled Tribes (STs) and Muslims perform worse in own dominated villages. In contrast, for occupational mobility, we find that Muslims used to be on par with upper castes but have experienced setbacks in the recent generation. There is no evidence of other minority groups catching up with upper castes while SCs and STs are particularly disadvantaged. SCs, once more, perform better in their own dominated villages. Exploring mechanisms that explain the relationships between land dominance regimes and intergenerational mobility, we find notable inequalities in the provision of a wide range of public goods with Muslim and ST dominated villages being particularly disadvantaged. We find location in unfavorable agroecological zones, village infrastructure, and social cohesion to be pathways through which upper caste and own group dominance affect the educational and occupational mobility of minority groups. Our findings suggest that traditional institutions can be both a barrier to or catalyst for social mobility, depending on the social identity of the dominant group in the village.
26. Title: Using spatial data to identify food accessibility in large African cities
Authors: Jordan Blekking, Kurt Waldman, Lisa-Marie Hemerijckx, Mboyonga Kaputula
Abstract: Current food security metrics are poorly suited to evaluate urban food security in Africa because they do not capture important spatial dimensions of food accessibility. The spatial dimensions of food accessibility are related to the interaction between changes in individual entitlements, or the ability to acquire food, and the availability of and accessibility to different forms of food-related infrastructure. The unavailability or periodicity of food security data, and high cost of collecting on-the-ground data, further complicates our ability to measure urban food security in rapidly growing urban areas. Leveraging and integrating spatial data on food retailer distribution, public transportation and road networks, population density, and access to electricity (nighttime lights) can provide sub-residential area scale insights into urban food accessibility and food environments − the areas where individuals acquire and consume food. We integrate a food access measure with a poverty index derived from remotely sensed data to empirically demonstrate spatial food access variability across food environments in Lusaka, Zambia. This novel spatial approach identifies areas of low food access and high poverty at a sub-residential area scale, highlighting areas that are most vulnerable to food insecurity. This method can be applied to other urban contexts to improve intervention targeting by policymakers and development practitioners. We demonstrate that highlighting the role of the spatial dimensions of food accessibility emphasizes the interaction between city planning and infrastructure, which contributes to the food environment, while also providing a means of understanding the spatial and systemic conditions that contribute to or hinder urban food security.
27. Title: On social inequality, financial inclusion, and poverty at the bottom of the pyramid: Is financial equity enough?
Authors: Charles B. Herron, Rahul Nilakantan, Deepak Iyengar, Robert Glenn Richey, Shashank Rao
Abstract: Researchers worldwide are looking for ways to positively impact those afflicted by poverty at the socioeconomic bottom of the pyramid (BOP). It has been suggested that one of the critical pathways to poverty alleviation is through initiatives that encourage financial inclusion. Such inclusion is often seen as “leveling the playing field” by encouraging savings, entrepreneurship, and creating other related avenues for production and consumption. Yet, many programs targeting the BOP demonstrate limited utilization among the intended beneficiaries. In the current study, we discuss this issue with a specific focus on entrenched social stratification – the view that some communities are inherently superior or inferior based on birth. The current study examines whether social disadvantage – being on the low end of the social stratification continuum – influences the impact that financial inclusion has on access to sanitation, clean energy, and clean fuel. We ask: if one is considered “unequal” or “inferior” to start with, does this lead to subsequent challenges even after one achieves economic equity? Based on a field study, we identify limitations on how effectively financial inclusion and equity can address the challenges faced by the BOP. We conclude that existing social inequality may be at least partially disconnected from the effects of financial inclusion on poverty. Consequently, financial inclusion by itself cannot ensure poverty alleviation, as it may fail to address the deeply rooted social stratification prevalent at the BOP.
28. Title: Policies for aspirations. And opportunities
Authors: Noël Muller, Anna Fruttero, Óscar Calvo-González, Jacobus de Hoop
Abstract: Policy interventions designed to enhance aspirations, using strategies such as exposure to role models, are increasingly implemented to help students, women, microentrepreneurs, farmers, and poor individuals access untapped opportunities. Many of these interventions were successful, but various others failed to generate meaningful changes or even worsened beneficiaries’ situation. This paper argues that policies aimed at raising aspirations cannot be designed or assessed in isolation from the opportunities individuals face. We propose a simple framework that jointly considers aspirations (people’s life goals for education, work, social status, and more) and opportunities (the resources, markets, and support that make those goals attainable). The framework highlights four scenarios — alignment, poverty traps, aspirations traps, and frustration — and clarifies how misalignment between aspirations and opportunities can lead to underinvestment and welfare losses. We then conduct a narrative review of policy interventions that target aspirations, opportunities, or both. Interventions that deliberately combine aspiration and opportunity-enhancing components, or that target one dimension in settings where the other is credibly sufficient, are more likely to generate sustained gains in outcomes. By contrast, aspiration-only or opportunity-only interventions often show mixed or null effects and can, in some cases, increase frustration. We discuss practical lessons for policy in light of these conclusions.
29. Title: 50 Years of World Development
Authors: Eduardo Araral, Serik Orazgaliyev
Abstract: Since its launch in 1973, World Development (WD) has both reflected and challenged prevailing development paradigms. We provide the first longitudinal, replicable portrait of WD’s intellectual landscape and its influence on global development discourse. Leveraging correlated topic modelling (CTM) and bibliometrics, this study maps the journal’s full research archive (8,711 articles) from 1973 to 2022. We identify five major thematic waves—from basic–needs economics to climate–resilient sustainability—trace their co–evolution with the World Development Report (WDR), and spotlight how WD scholarship often anticipates WDR agendas by two to five years. Region–specific analyses reveal distinctive research trajectories for China, India, Africa and Latin America, while authorship data show a six–fold rise in women’s representation. We conclude with a research agenda for the next decade emphasizing the importance of keeping WD’s core intellectual history in development economics even as it diversifies into development studies.
30. Title: Settlements as dispossession: Forest conservation and frontiers’ violence in Mau Forest, Kenya
Authors: Marie Müller-Koné, Kennedy Mkutu
Abstract: State-run forest conservation in the postcolony often comes with various forms of violence and dispossession of local populations. In this article we investigate how conservation policies and practices relate to intercommunal conflict among forest residents. We look at the case of evictions of forest residents and intercommunal clashes in the Mau Forest area, Kenya, in the years following 2018, in conjunction with a long-durée perspective on land conflicts in the region. While political ecology literature on “green grabbing” and “slow violence” of conservation has so far hardly addressed ‘second-order’ impacts of forest evictions on group conflicts, we find political ecology fruitful as a theoretical framework to understand the links between state evictions and intercommunal conflicts. Using archival research and qualitative interviews conducted between 2018 and 2023, combined with ACLED conflict data (1997–2022), the authors show how colonial and postcolonial land policies, including attempts to conserve or rehabilitate Mau Forest, fostered dispossession, contributing to today’s violence. Past research tends to attribute intercommunal violence in Kenya to elections or resource competition, but this article explores deeper mechanisms tied to land reforms and settlement schemes that fuel identity-based conflicts. In areas like East Mau (Nakuru) and Maasai Mau (Narok), socioecological shifts—such as agricultural expansion—, coupled with population growth and unclear forest boundaries, intensified tensions. These transformations have commodified landscapes, producing new frontiers of conflict and exclusion. The results are significant for forest conservation and climate finance projects because they show how the impacts of contemporary conservation enforcement practices combine with long-durée impacts of both “brute” and “slow” violence to fuel intercommunal conflicts.
31. Title: Development as Equality: A Gender Lens On Progress and Its Hidden Barriers
Authors: Bina Agarwal
Abstract: Progress towards gender equality − economically, socially and politically − is a key measure of development, as well as a means of achieving it. This essay traces both the advances made (theoretical, empirical and in policy) in reducing gender inequality since the mid-1970s, when it was recognised internationally in development discourse, and the limits to that progress, given the persistence of gender inequality in most forms today. It is argued here that underlying visible measures of inequality, such as in women’s property ownership, labour market outcomes, and the governance of public institutions are hidden inequalities, embedded in biased social norms, social perceptions, and the social legitimacy of claims. Tackling these hidden barriers and their visible outcomes will require charting unconventional pathways, in particular shifting away from the dominant individualistic approaches to development to group approaches and collective action as necessary components for change.
32. Title: What will it mean to end poverty?
Authors: Joshua D. Merfeld, Jonathan Morduch
Abstract: How we think about development hinges in large part on how we think about poverty. The world community has embraced the goal to end global extreme poverty as a cornerstone of development policy, but we show how success will hinge on how “poverty” is understood. We argue that global poverty will not be eliminated even if the global headcount of poverty is brought to zero. This is because much poverty is experienced within the year by people who are not typically designated as “poor”. Their deprivations may be substantial, but they systematically go uncounted through the process of annualizing data. We consider poverty as experienced during the year and describe the steps needed to truly achieve the goal of ending poverty.
33. Title: Restricting mothers’ international migration and human capital investment
Authors: Takuya Hasebe, Yuma Noritomo, Bilesha Weeraratne
Abstract: International migration offers significant economic opportunities for developing countries, but it can also separate parents from their children, potentially harming child development. This paper examines the effects of restricting mothers’ international migration on left-behind children, leveraging a unique Sri Lankan policy that restricted mothers with children under age five from migrating abroad for employment. Using a difference-in-differences approach, the results reveal the following: First, the policy reduces international migration, increasing mothers’ presence at home. Second, policy exposure leads to better healthcare outcomes, including a significant reduction in inpatient stays, particularly treatment for illnesses. This improvement appears to result from increased childcare and monitoring by mothers. Although the policy decreases remittances from abroad, this reduction is offset by an increase in domestic remittances. Furthermore, we find evidence of positive spillovers on non-targeted children with younger, policy-targeted siblings, as indicated by reduced grade retention. These findings highlight the trade-offs between a mother’s presence and the economic opportunities associated with international migration in shaping human capital development.
