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1. Title: “Propaganda State 2.0” in China
Authors: Rongbin Han
Abstract: By observing China’s domestic media landscape and state policies during the COVID-19 pandemic, this paper proposes the concept of “propaganda state 2.0” as a framework for exploring autocratic state propaganda from a holistic perspective. It contends that state propaganda in China remains an agitprop apparatus deeply embedded in the totality of the authoritarian regime, which it both serves and is served by. This system performs both conventional persuasion and indoctrination functions, as well as fulfilling the now underestimated mission of agitation, which can enhance the credibility of propaganda messages. This framework emphasizes the legacies of China’s past “propaganda state” and effectively explains how the party-state transformed the pandemic into opportunities to win popular support, and how this resulted in a debacle. Theoretically, the article highlights how state propaganda in contemporary China can shape, if not dictate, state policy, while serving as a more organic framework that bridges the “hard” and “soft” propaganda literatures.
2. Title: Engagement without Resolution: How Downward Delegation Initiatives Could Undermine Everyday Contention Governance in China
Authors: Huan He
Abstract: The conventional literature suggests that the Chinese party-state has further strengthened social control and reinforced stability maintenance through expanded grassroots delegation. However, drawing on fieldwork interviews, government reports and media coverage, this article demonstrates that initiatives aimed at delegating power may actually weaken the government’s substantive responsiveness, thereby hindering the everyday management of disputes. The inherent tension of decentralization within a centralized political system leads to an uneven distribution of incentives and resources among agents at various levels. While more logistical powers (such as surveillance and mundane daily services) are allocated to grassroots governments, most decision-making and coercive powers (law enforcement and court rulings) remain in the hands of district-level functional departments. Grassroots officials are increasingly required to take broad responsibility for resolving citizen complaints, yet they face significant obstacles in mobilizing the relevant functional departments to address these issues. The reduced efficiency of problem-solving at the grassroots level not only increases the burden on grassroots bureaucrats to appease aggrieved citizens but also diminishes the effectiveness of initial efforts to contain routine grievances and prevent their escalation. This poses greater challenges for higher-level governments in balancing control and inclusivity, as well as in maintaining the legitimacy of state-sanctioned participatory institutions and the regime.
3. Title: The Affective Politics of Police Mediation: Renqing, Resistance and Governance in Grassroots China
Authors: Huibin Lin
Abstract: This article examines how “human affect” (renqing) – the interplay of affect, moral obligation and social legitimacy – operates as both a mechanism of governance and a site of contestation in police mediation in contemporary China. Drawing on six months of ethnographic fieldwork in two police stations in Zhejiang province, I conceptualize renqing as an affective grammar: a system of emotional expression and recognition that structures interaction across interpersonal and institutional settings. The party-state’s revival of the Fengqiao model has transformed renqing from a micro-political norm into an institutionalized instrument of affective governance. Mediation formalizes affect through contracts, scripted performances and service quotas, stratifying emotional legitimacy along lines of class, gender and migration. The article theorizes affective autonomy as participants’ resistance through silence, withdrawal or alternative alignments. It complicates portrayals of policing as purely coercive, highlighting the emotional labour and limits of grassroots governance.
4. Title: Policy Experimentation within Bureaucratic Power Networks: The “Police–Business Cooperation” Scheme in Urban China
Authors: Huirong Chen, Yangxin Bian
Abstract: How do local officials in China initiate and sustain policy experiments within a bureaucratic system that often obstructs innovation? This article examines local policy experimentation through the lens of bureaucratic power networks, identifying three key challenges: agenda-setting challenges related to superiors, coordination challenges involving peers and implementation challenges concerning subordinates. When formal power networks fail, entrepreneurial officials develop informal interpersonal networks, positioning themselves as “uninvited advisors” to superiors, “rhetorical allies” to peers and “supportive mentors” to subordinates. Using the case of “police–business cooperation” in Shanghai, the study reveals how the committee on comprehensive management of public security mobilized property management companies to maintain social stability. This article contributes to research on policy experimentation by situating experiments within bureaucratic power dynamics and highlighting the role of informal networks in overcoming institutional barriers. It also reveals the mechanisms by which the Party assigns social control tasks to commercial entities.
5. Title: The Subject Position and Network Entrepreneurship of Parent Organizations in China
Authors: Shixin Huang, Yonghai Chen, Lingang Zhou
Abstract: Since the 1990s, Chinese parents of people with intellectual and developmental disabilities (PWIDD) have been founding rehabilitation service non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to fill the social welfare gaps in disability services in their local areas. More recently, however, a new form of mutual aid organization – the parent organization, which focuses on family empowerment and advocacy – has emerged and diffused trans-locally, along with two national networks’ organizational incubation initiatives. Following an institutional approach to organizational studies and drawing on ethnographic fieldwork conducted between 2019 to 2023, this study traces the trans-local expansion of this novel organizational form in the emerging field of Chinese NGOs. We argue that parent organizations strategically orchestrate a form of institutional work – network entrepreneurship – characterized by three organizational processes: vertical connections between national networks and local member organizations, horizontal interactions among senior and new parent organizers, and the creative translation and adaptation of local parent organizations. Together, these three processes facilitate the trans-local diffusion of organizational resources, identity, ideas and practices. The findings make theoretical contributions by highlighting the institutional implications of peer organization networks, especially through the emerging subject position of “parent of PWIDD,” in the incubation and diffusion of a novel organizational form trans-locally.
6. Title: Government Supervision and Control Mechanisms for the Carbon Market in China: A Principal-Agent Perspective
Authors: Xin Xu, Jinsong Deng, Geoffrey C. Chen
Abstract: Drawing on semi-structured interviews with 36 policymakers, experts and scholars, this paper employs a principal-agent framework to analyse China’s carbon market governance. The findings reveal that institutional misalignment between central and local priorities undermines market efficacy. While mechanisms like the Target Responsibility System (TRS) and environmental inspections aim to enforce compliance, fragmented incentives and passive central supervision exacerbate policy incoherence. Owing to competing mandates, local governments prioritize short-term GDP growth over the development of the carbon market, thereby relegating emissions trading to a peripheral status. State-owned enterprises (SOEs) dominate market participation, fulfilling compliance through political alignment but distorting price signals and marginalizing private actors. China’s hybrid governance model, which combines top-down controls with decentralized experimentation, generates systemic contradictions where weak enforcement, ritualistic compliance and data opacity persist as the dominance of SOEs colludes with local developmentalism to weaken carbon pricing. Overall, carbon market governance mechanisms have paradoxically incentivized regulated entities to prioritize developmental goals over improving carbon market infrastructure.
7. Title: Minimum Compliance in Local Policy Implementation in Contemporary China: The Case of Municipal Solid Waste Management
Authors: Victoria S. Zhou, Gunter Schubert
Abstract: Environmental governance, often characterized as a tug-of-war between central ambitions and local reluctance, provides a valuable lens for examining the dynamics of China’s central–local relations and their impact on policy processes, enhancing our understanding of both the changes and continuities of the Xi Jinping era. By analysing the eco-transformation of waste management through the framework of political steering theory, this article presents a nuanced avoidance strategy used by local governments, which we term minimum compliance. This strategy allows local authorities to cope with and sidestep centrally mandated policies while avoiding the consequences of policy failure. This study enriches the discourse on China’s central–local relations by exploring why top-level design has not reduced policy implementation deviations. It also highlights how local governments in the Xi era evade policy responsibilities in their daily operations and hedge against political pressure.
8. Title: Fractured Extraction: Mining Firms, Provinces and Municipalities in the Decentralized Politics of China’s Rare Earth Production
Authors: Jessica DiCarlo, Cory Combs, Raphael Deberdt
Abstract: Amid intensifying geopolitical competition and accelerating climate commitments, China’s rare earth elements (REE) sector has emerged as a strategic asset and a site of political contestation. While existing accounts emphasize China’s dominance through central control, this article develops the concept of “fractured extraction” to show how REE governance is mediated by uneven, multi-scalar negotiations among central authorities, provincial governments, municipal actors and firms. Drawing on historical analysis and provincial case studies from Inner Mongolia, Jiangxi and Sichuan, we argue that China’s REE governance is marked by cycles of alignment and divergence, where central mandates around environmental reform, industrial upgrading and resource consolidation are selectively implemented, reinterpreted or resisted by subnational actors pursuing local development goals. This dynamic reflects not fragmentation or coherence but fracture: a provisional, relational mode of governance that persists across China’s evolving extractive landscape. We identify four interrelated processes – innovation, upgrading, financialization and formalization – through which fractured extraction materializes to develop a framework for understanding the politics of green industrialization and strategic resource governance that foregrounds subnational actors and the contested nature of China’s low-carbon transition.
9. Title: Beyond the Workplace: Extractive Governmentality at Home in China’s Coal Mining Areas
Authors: Judith Audin
Abstract: In China’s resource-based cities, work and everyday life have historically been shaped by extractive industries. Amid the ongoing restructuring of the coal industry, examining social dynamics beyond labour – particularly those linked to housing, displacement and resettlement – reveals critical mechanisms of power. Based on fieldwork conducted in Datong, Shanxi province, this article introduces the concept of “extractive governmentality at home” to analyse territorialization as a governing technique that shapes miners’ practices and subjectivities. The relocation of miners from unsafe, self-built dwellings to a new urban neighbourhood, built and managed by their coal state-owned enterprise (SOE), reveals a form of corporate power. While resettlement has improved living conditions for most insiders, it has reinforced SOE dependency and highlighted the social marginality of less- or unaffiliated local residents. More recently, the gradual separation of SOEs from their social responsibilities has increased the administrative burdens on local governments, while resettled populations continue to face territorial stigmatization. This article contributes to scholarly debates on China’s “just transition” by underlining the socio-political complexities of housing provision and management in extractive contexts. Beyond the workplace, housing represents an overlooked yet important domain of power in China’s “independent industrial mining areas,” emphasizing inhabiting practices and territorial subjectivities as key elements for understanding the broader transformations induced by coal industry restructuring.
10. Title: The Evolution of Grassroots Governance in China: Home Visits by Work Teams in Xinjiang
Authors: Stefanie Kam
Abstract: This article analyses the fanghuiju 访惠聚 campaign as a core component of grassroots governance in Xinjiang. It traces its evolution from Mao-era mobilization practices to a systematized mechanism of authoritarian control in the Xi Jinping era. Moving beyond institutional and security-centric frameworks, the study situates fanghuiju as a regionally initiated, localized adaptation by the Xinjiang government and grassroots cadres that blends revolutionary traditions in China with contemporary innovations in surveillance, personalized datafication and ideological governance. Drawing on state media, policy documents and extensive analysis of work team literature, this paper argues that fanghuiju work teams represent a localized fusion of Maoist mobilization and Xi-era high-tech governance. They function as tools for grassroots surveillance, political indoctrination and socio-economic restructuring, marking a shift from episodic campaigns to permanent, embedded governance that blends top-down control with bottom-up engagement.
11. Title: Legislative Politics under “One Country, Two Systems”: Evidence from Macau, 2013–2021
Authors: Daina Chiba, Meng U Ieong, Jiying Jiang
Abstract: This paper investigates the dynamics of legislative politics within the unique political context of the Macau Special Administrative Region (SAR) of China. Drawing on recently collected data from roll-call votes and committee deliberations taken during the fifth and sixth legislative assemblies, this study shifts the focus from electoral processes and resolution proposals to an analysis of bill proposals with the potential to become law. The findings reveal a structural dichotomy between a large, cohesive pro-establishment faction and a smaller, more fragmented opposition, which contrasts with the findings of previous research that suggest a more balanced opposition. Further analysis of committee deliberations indicates that this stable dichotomy allows regime loyalists to voice dissent without appearing rebellious, enabling ruling elites to gauge and respond to constituents’ preferences on non-sensitive issues. This dynamic highlights the distinct legislative practices of Macau SAR under the “one country, two systems” framework.
12. Title: Indexing China’s Regime Politicization: A Content Analysis of the People’s Daily, 1949–2023
Authors: Yixue Zhang, Lingfeng He, Yanjie Bian
Abstract: Politicization is one of the most fundamental characteristics of Chinese society, manifested in the direct and comprehensive control of society by the Chinese Communist Party (CCP). Methods include soft control through ideology and coercive control through campaigns. Based on the varying degrees of the CCP’s social control, the trajectory of China’s regime politicization can be divided into four periods: (1) the politicized regime of 1949–1965, (2) the hyper-politicized regime of 1966–1978, (3) the de-politicized regime of 1979–2012, and (4) the re-politicized regime of 2013–2023. We established an annual politicization index for the years 1949 to 2023 through a content analysis of two million articles in the People’s Daily, validating the trajectory of politicization changes in China. We use a model analysis of CCP membership attainment to demonstrate the applicability of the index in assessing how regime dynamics affect Party membership across the four periods.
13. Title: Identifying China’s Long 1980s
Authors: Letian Lei
Abstract: This paper provides a historiographical periodization of China’s Long 1980s (1978–1992) by conceptualizing its political and intellectual contexts and illustrating the reformism–conservatism dichotomy across key events throughout this period. The identification of China’s Long 1980s not only illuminates China’s policy trajectories and ideological landscape back then and ever since but also enriches the global scholarship of modernity, Marxism and 20th-century communist experiences.
以下是书评：
14. Title: Governing Urban Development in China: Critical Urban Studies Fulong Wu and Fangzhu Zhang. London and New York: Routledge, 2025. 222 pp. £35.99 (pbk, also available Open Access). ISBN 9781032408965
Authors: Beibei Tang
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Governing Urban Development in China: Critical Urban Studies” by Fulong Wu and Fangzhu Zhang.
15. Title: China’s Belt and Road Power Transition: Preparations and Blowbacks Chien-peng Chung. Albany, NY: SUNY Press, 2025. 227 pp. $120.00 (hbk). ISBN 9798855800920
Authors: Dawn C. Murphy
Abstract: The article reviews the book “China’s Belt and Road Power Transition: Preparations and Blowbacks” by Chien-peng Chung.
16. Title: Seeing China’s Belt and Road Edited by Edward Schatz and Rachel Silvey. Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press, 2024. 272 pp. £18.99 (pbk). ISBN 9780197789278
Authors: Dragan Pavlićević
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Seeing China’s Belt and Road” by Edward Schatz and Rachel Silvey.
17. Title: China’s State-Owned Enterprises: Leadership, Reform, and Internationalization Wendy Leutert. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2024. 230 pp. £29.99 (pbk). ISBN 9781009486545
Authors: Kjeld Erik Brødsgaard
Abstract: The article reviews the book “China’s State-Owned Enterprises: Leadership, Reform, and Internationalization” by Wendy Leutert.
18. Title: On Xi Jinping: How Xi’s Marxist Nationalism is Shaping China and the World Kevin Rudd. Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press, 2024. 624 pp. US$39.99; £26.30 (hbk). ISBN 9780197766033
Authors: Alfred L. Chan
Abstract: The article reviews the book “On Xi Jinping: How Xi’s Marxist Nationalism is Shaping China and the World” by Kevin Rudd.
19. Title: Wolf Warrior Diplomacy and China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs: From Policy to Podium Yaoyao Dai and Lu Wei Rose Luqiu. Lanham, MD: Lexington Books, 2024. 160 pp. $105.00; £81.00 (hbk). ISBN 9781666914054
Authors: Dylan M. H. Loh
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Wolf Warrior Diplomacy and China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs: From Policy to Podium Yaoyao Dai and Lu Wei” by Rose Luqiu.
20. Title: Beyond Informality: How Chinese Migrants Transformed a Border Economy Douglas de Toledo Piza. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2025. 234 pp. $28.00 (pbk). ISBN 9781503643314
Authors: Carol Chan
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Beyond Informality: How Chinese Migrants Transformed a Border Economy” by Douglas de Toledo Piza.
21. Title: Contesting Inequalities: Mediated Labor Activism and Rural Migrant Workers in China Siyuan Yin. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2025. 257 pp. $30.00 (pbk). ISBN 9781503642560
Authors: Manfred Elfstrom
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Contesting Inequalities: Mediated Labor Activism and Rural Migrant Workers in China” by Siyuan Yin.
22. Title: Authoritarian Absorption: The Transnational Remaking of Epidemic Politics in China Yan Long. Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press, 2024. xiii + 388 pp. £22.50 (hbk). ISBN 9780190900199
Authors: Yida Zhai
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Authoritarian Absorption: The Transnational Remaking of Epidemic Politics in China” by Yan Long.
23. Title: In Search of Green China Ma Tianjie. Cambridge, UK and Hoboken, NJ: Polity Press, 2025. xii + 257 pp. $24.95; £17.99 (pbk). ISBN 9781509557226
Authors: Stevan Harrell
Abstract: The article reviews the book “In Search of Green China” by Ma Tianjie.
24. Title: The Judicial System of China Xin He. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2024. 269 pp. $30.00 (pbk). ISBN 9780198927778
Authors: Thomas E. Kellogg
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Judicial System of China” by Xin He.
25. Title: Counterfeited in China: The Operations of Illicit Businesses Ko-lin Chin. Philadelphia, PA: Temple University Press, 2025. 304 pp. $37.95 (pbk) ISBN 9781439926987
Authors: Daniel C.K. Chow
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Counterfeited in China: The Operations of Illicit Businesses” by Ko-lin Chin.
26. Title: Social Media and Ordinary Life: Affect, Ethics, and Aspiration in Contemporary China Cara Wallis. New York: New York University Press, 2025. 285 pp. $89.00 (hbk). ISBN 9781479825035
Authors: Hao Wang
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Social Media and Ordinary Life: Affect, Ethics, and Aspiration in Contemporary China” by Cara Wallis.
27. Title: Global Hong Kong: Post-2019 Migration and the New Hong Kong Diaspora Edited by Yuk Wah Chan and Yvette To. London and New York: Routledge, 2025. 212 pp. £145.00 (hbk). ISBN 9781032896892
Authors: Man-yee Kan
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Global Hong Kong: Post-2019 Migration and the New Hong Kong Diaspora” by Yuk Wah Chan and Yvette To.
28. Title: Pro-Democracy Contention in Hong Kong: Relational Dynamics between the Umbrella Movement and the Anti-Extradition Protests Francis L.F. Lee. Albany, NY: SUNY Press, 2025. 323 pp. $37.95 (pbk). ISBN 9798855801095
Authors: Eli Friedman
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Pro-Democracy Contention in Hong Kong: Relational Dynamics between the Umbrella Movement and the Anti-Extradition Protests” by Francis L.F. Lee.
29. Title: Unruly Comparison: Queerness, Hong Kong, and the Sinophone Alvin K. Wong. Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2025. 177 pp. $25.95 (pbk). ISBN 9781478060888
Authors: Victor Fan
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Unruly Comparison: Queerness, Hong Kong, and the Sinophone” by Alvin K. Wong.
30. Title: Taiwan Lives: A Social and Political History Niki J. P. Alsford. Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2024. 302 pp. $35.00 (pbk). ISBN 9780295752167
Authors: Mitchell Gallagher
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Taiwan Lives: A Social and Political History” by Niki J. P. Alsford.
31. Title: The Geography of Injustice: East Asia’s Battle Between Memory and History Barak Kushner. Ithaca and London: Cornell University Press, 2024. 360 pp. $59.95 (hbk). ISBN 9781501774010
Authors: Daqing Yang
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Geography of Injustice: East Asia’s Battle Between Memory and History” by Barak Kushner.
32. Title: Gendered Memories: An Imaginary Museum for Ding Ling and Chinese Female Revolutionary Martyrs Xian Wang. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2025. 287 pp. $29.95 (pbk). ISBN 9780472057191
Authors: Emily Graf
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Gendered Memories: An Imaginary Museum for Ding Ling and Chinese Female Revolutionary Martyrs” by Xian Wang.
33. Title: Water Lords: Beijing’s Drinking Water and Its Carriers, 1644–1937 Lei Zhang. Leiden: Brill, 2025. 182 pp. €116.00 (hbk). ISBN 9789004693241
Authors: Joshua Goldstein
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Water Lords: Beijing’s Drinking Water and Its Carriers, 1644–1937” by Lei Zhang.
