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1. Title: Building back better through urban blue and green space? A critical review of post-pandemic urban planning and climate governance
Authors: Creighton Connolly, Andrew Kythreotis
Abstract: The implications of COVID-19 for urban planning and governance are wide ranging and have triggered a rethinking of how policies related to housing, transportation, sustainability, climate change and governance might be redeveloped to be better suited for post-pandemic cities. Over the past five years, both academic and popular accounts have highlighted commonalities between adaptations that cities are making to become more resilient to infectious disease outbreaks like COVID-19, while also addressing sustainable development and climate change indicators and goals. Much of this literature has suggested that a shift towards greater implementation of urban blue and green space – along with other interventions, such as encouraging compact city design, reducing sprawl and encouraging active transit modes – can contribute to healthier and socio-environmentally friendly cities, while also reducing carbon emissions and achieving urban climate goals. However, this article argues that there have been significant barriers faced in doing so that have hampered their effectiveness and implementation. These include the entrenched ideologies favouring ‘grey’ over ‘green’ infrastructure; political-economic and financial constraints; reactive forms of urban and climate governance; and what we call the temporal politics of urban climate governance vis-à-vis infectious disease responses. We suggest how these barriers can be potentially overcome through more engaged forms of grassroots planning and governance in cities which can implement more rapid and place-specific responses. Our review is largely based on scholarship that has emerged in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic in the fields of urban and environmental studies.
2. Title: Understanding drinking-and-eating-together-spaces distribution in Madrid: A socio-spatial approach
Authors: Francisco Javier Rueda-Córdoba
Abstract: This paper explores the unequal distribution of ‘Drinking-and-Eating-Together-Spaces’ (DETS) such as bars and cafeterias across Madrid, Spain. These spaces are analysed as essential social infrastructures, influencing social interaction, gentrification and the urban paradigm of proximity. Despite their socio-cultural importance, DETS in Spain have been overlooked in sociological research. Through a socio-spatial lens, the study examines how DETS serve as neighbourhood hubs, fostering community identity and cohesion. A regression analysis is applied to determine the correlation between DETS density and factors like population density, gentrification and household composition. The findings highlight the significant role DETS play in shaping urban spaces, not only as sites of socialisation but also as indicators of broader economic and social transformations.
3. Title: The hybridity of inclusive resilience: Organisational levels, tensions and fixes in Rotterdam
Authors: Camilo Andres Benítez Ávila, Sofia Gil-Clavel, Samantha Copeland
Abstract: Urban resilience strategies foster hybrid spaces across bottom-up and top-down urban governance processes for urban planning to include new ways of thinking. However, hybridity, on a more practical level, entails tensions between ways of doing things that do not conventionally operate together but are merged in the implementation of programmes, projects, and initiatives. We illustrate ‘governance’ and ‘implementation’ as different levels of urban organisational hybridity in our case study of Rotterdam, The Netherlands, empirically contrasting urban planning resilience representations against representations emerging during the implementation of its social resilience programme. We find that planning representations at the governance level imagined social resilience to be a result of organisational innovations that would form the basis of the so-called ‘Next Economy’, driven by decentralised renewable energy linked to entrepreneurial communitarian forms of organisation in partnership with public and private sectors. However, implementation reveals frustration due to institutional unfitness and the absence of business cases for attracting private investors to the table. Organisational fixes in response valorise networks of enthusiastic (but discrete and precarious) communitarian initiatives with little connection to large-scale (but centralised and only public–private) gas-free investments. By acknowledging that hybridity works differently at governance and implementation levels, we can avoid urban resilience imaginaries that pose, in practice, the burden of aligning with bureaucratic and profit-oriented logic as a new barrier to enacting inclusive citizenship.
4. Title: Tranquillity amidst the bustle: Positive solitude and public open space design in high-density urban contexts
Authors: Xia Bi, Yishui Fang, Caterina Villani, Izzy Yi Jian, Ka Yan Leung, Kin Wai Michael Siu
Abstract: The prevailing paradigm in urban public open space (POS) design emphasises fostering social interaction; it overlooks the equally critical need for urban solitude, secrecy and privacy. In this study, we aim to address this gap by contextualising positive solitude (PS) in POSs within high-density urban environments and examining the spatial conditions that shape these experiences, using Hong Kong as a case study. Empirical research methods, including behavioural mapping and on-site participant observation, are used to investigate four POSs in Sham Shui Po, Kowloon City and Kwai Tsing. Through a comprehensive analysis of the role, function and utilisation of POSs, this research elucidates residents’ perceptions and practices of solitary space use, revealing that a significant proportion of Hong Kong POS users actively visit and utilise these spaces alone. Our analysis of how the physical and social characteristics of these spaces support PS experiences sheds light on the complex interplay between urban design elements and the fulfilment of residents’ solitude needs. This research provides an in-depth understanding of PS in a crowded urban setting, advocating for developing evidence-based POS design guidelines that consider appropriate support for PS behaviours and activities. Ultimately, this study contributes to the broader goal of creating more liveable and psychologically supportive urban environments, particularly in the context of high-density cities.
5. Title: Speculative urban infrastructure in the context of Chinese engagement in Africa
Authors: Ding Fei
Abstract: Focusing on speculative urban infrastructure within the context of China–Africa cooperation, the paper investigates the nexus of state-driven infrastructural ambitions, the inherent complexities of project implementation and the varied ways social actors engage with and influence these processes. Through a comparative tracing of three public urban projects in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, it examines how Chinese diplomatic, financial and economic expansion has fuelled the Ethiopian government’s urban development aspirations, creating pathways for governments, companies and citizens from both countries to engage in diverse speculative ventures. These projects reveal the entanglements of competing interests, tensions and power dynamics across the stages of envisioning, delivering and the everyday experience of urban infrastructure. Findings suggest that in rapidly urbanising cities like Addis Ababa – where resources are limited – prioritising speculative projects often diverts attention from essential and immediate urban needs. The inherent fragility of such projects – marked by high debt burdens, displacement and uncertain economic returns – amplifies the risk of infrastructural failure, raising critical questions about whose interests should guide urban development and how speculative visions align with local demands. This paper argues that transnaitonal engagements through urban speculative infrastructure act both as catalysts for and sources of contestation in urban transformation, which necessitates critical rethinking of government programmes and urban planning approaches to better accommodate multiple aspirations and promote more equitable outcomes.
6. Title: Residential vertical urbanisation: The intertwining of law and financialisation
Authors: Susan Bright, Sarah Blandy, Fabiana Bettini
Abstract: ‘Vertical urbanisation’, a new form of housing densification, has accelerated in the 21st century and now dominates the skylines of many global cities. Tall residential buildings are more complex than lower-rise multi-occupied buildings due to their sophisticated infrastructures and technologies, co-dependent spatial relationships, mixed uses and density of occupation. They are also more legally complex, especially when individual units are sold using legal forms such as condominium, strata title or leasehold (multi-owned properties) rather than remaining in single ownership with apartments being rented out. This means that property rights in residential towers are distributed among multiple parties, forming an intricate web of legal relationships of different and often conflicting interests. This article demonstrates that an understanding of the various ways in which law operates at all stages of high-rise development and management can make an important contribution to urban theory. However, there has been little theoretical or empirical research into the roles of law(s) in shaping these physical and social spaces. Using primarily English developments for illustration, we show how different laws (in this case, the laws of England and Wales) interact with housing financialisation at various scales, from the global to the home, to shape the production, materialisation, safety and maintenance of residential towers and their surrounding neighbourhoods, as well as the lived experiences of residents and their neighbours. Our grounded analytical approach provides a framework for future empirical research investigating residential towers, in England and elsewhere, that will contribute new understandings to urban development and theory.
7. Title: Cultural and institutional determinants in city-branding practices: Evidence from three Saudi cities
Authors: Abdulrhman Alsayel, Martin de Jong, Jan FransenJan Fran
Abstract: Place-branding strategies are increasingly used in cities and territories to improve reputation, attract investors, realise urban transformation and reach economic development goals. Most scholars advocate for a participatory approach, with the national government playing a limited role. However, multi-level governance models are used in culturally and administratively centralised countries like Saudi Arabia, where the central government also significantly influences local brand performance. This article provides new insights by examining how cultural and institutional determinants, particularly high-power distance and hierarchical governance, affect the effectiveness of place branding in such contexts. Twenty-four in-depth interviews were held with stakeholders and experts in Saudi cities – Riyadh, Madinah and Al-Baha – each with their own characteristics, size and multi-level governance models, to measure their preferences. The findings were analysed to come to a better understanding of how cultural dimensions affect place-branding practices. The central government is crucial in guiding the process. High-level national leadership involvement in Riyadh leads to high satisfaction and direction, while Madinah and Al-Baha have low-level central representation, resulting in more local infighting and poor quality of place-branding strategies. This study expands place-branding research beyond Western models by emphasising the impact of institutional and cultural factors in centralised systems.
8. Title: Resisting desperation for development: The power of community-based disruption in rewriting the culture of public–private redevelopment
Authors: Meghan Z Gough, Kathryn Howell
Abstract: Similar to other US cities, publicly funded highways and urban renewal projects destroyed many thriving Black neighbourhoods in Richmond, Virginia (USA), including the Navy Hill neighbourhood. In 2017, invoking the name of the former neighbourhood as a branding tactic and framing the redevelopment project as critical to the city’s success, a public–private redevelopment proposal sparked debate around the goals and processes of planning and ignited community resistance. This article analyses interviews and contemporary and archival documents to gain insight into the case and to develop the historical context important for understanding Navy Hill. Building on scholarship that considers the nature of justice in urban development decisions and the role of community resistance in shaping the process and outcomes of these projects, we use Marcuse’s framework for social change and theories on power, process and place in decision making to examine the Navy Hill process. Results highlight the power of community-based disruption to resist growth-orientated development rhetoric, successfully politicise the problems of the redevelopment proposal and rewrite the culture of public–private redevelopment processes.
9. Title: On commonist urbanisation: Autonomy and centrality within and beyond the city
Authors: Álvaro Sevilla-Buitrago
Abstract: Urban commons are widely regarded as key sites of resistance to capitalism. Yet their ‘urban’ status is often framed as a self-evident locative attribute with limited explanatory power rather than a more substantive socio-geographical condition inviting critical analysis. Is this urban condition essential to prefigure a communal, postcapitalist alternative? Can commoning and urbanisation work as a dialectic of interconnected, multiscalar processes? The article addresses these questions by considering a virtual concept, commonist urbanisation – an expansive force oriented towards the reproduction of communes rather than the reproduction of capital, based on commoning rather than commodification. It examines how spatial structures mediate the evolution of commons and the role urbanisation plays in the process. Three aspects of this problem are discussed, confronting forms of composition, metabolism and articulation in capitalist and communal contexts, then using the latter to speculate on the potential generalisation of commoning principles in an expanding commonist totality. Shifting the focus of analysis from settlement and commune typologies to the question of centrality formation, the article uses a (neo)Lefebvrian lens to reconsider how we frame the urban in debates about the commons and in critical scholarship more generally. Urbanisation remains a crucial element in this new perspective, but not as an a priori or uniquely privileged source of commons. Instead, its significance stems from the dialectical unfolding of communal logics within capitalism, where the urban condition constitutes a major, inescapable driving factor rearticulating centrality regimes across multiple scales.
10. Title: Making the invisible visible in city spaces: The hidden labour practices of market traders
Authors: Sophie Watson, Emil van Eck
Abstract: Research on traditional street markets has demonstrated how markets facilitate the development of diverse social interactions among visitors and provide livelihood-building opportunities for market traders, especially for immigrant newcomers. In this article, we suggest that the literature has, thus far, tended to pay less attention to the everyday work practices of traders that are central to both their livelihood-building opportunities and the creation of street markets as important public spaces of social interactions. Through a case study of the Walthamstow market in East London, we study the labour practices of traders and the spaces they inhabit as workers, both inside the market and outside, to reveal the relatively hidden and underexplored work and skills that bring street markets into being. The ethnographic research findings show that the everyday practices conducted by traders involve night work, long working days and physically strenuous work activities. At the same time, traders are able to negotiate these precarious working conditions through their social relationships and processes of enskillment. We conclude that it is only by making the invisible visible that the labour and skills of those who make our urban spaces work can be recognised, (re-)valued and legitimised. This is not only important in providing ammunition for strategies to improve the generally precarious working conditions of traders, but it can also be used as leverage in coalition-building strategies to resist the additional threat of displacement that so many traders around the world face as the result of neoliberal redevelopment processes.
以下是书评：
11. Title: Book review forum Reimagining the More-Than-Human City: Stories from

Singapore
Authors: Michele Acuto, Maxime Decaudin, Adam Searle, Si Jie Ivin Yeo and Jamie Wang
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Reimagining the More-Than-Human City: Stories from Singapore, Urban and Industrial Environments Series” by Jamie Wang.
