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1. Title: Autonomy, interrupted: constitutional weakening of indigenous activism from civil war to civil society
Authors: Cheng Xu
Abstract: This study examines why democratization efforts in the Global South often fail to deliver meaningful self-determination for indigenous peoples. Focusing on the Cordillera region in the Philippines, where indigenous communities waged a successful insurgency against the Marcos dictatorship in the 1970s, I investigate why the post-conflict transition, despite constitutional and legal reforms, failed to realize the movement’s central demands. For development practitioners and scholars, this case offers critical insights into how even democratic institutional and legal frameworks may entrench, rather than resolve, historical injustices against indigenous communities. The central question explored is how do postwar constitutional frameworks shape the capacity of indigenous movements to secure autonomy? Why do legal reforms sometimes weaken, rather than empower, these movements? Using qualitative fieldwork and over 50 interviews with activists, civil society leaders, and government officials, I reveal some of the unintended consequences of the 1986 peace agreement between the indigenous rebellion and the Philippine state. I find that while the postwar democratic transition created new legal pathways for advocacy, it simultaneously entrenched neocolonial mechanisms, such as the Regalian Doctrine, that preserved state control over ancestral domains and shifted bargaining disadvantages onto the indigenous opposition. These findings challenge dominant assumptions that democratization and legal recognition automatically empower marginalized groups. Instead, I show how postwar frameworks can fragment movements, co-opt moderate factions, and repress dissenting ones, thereby reinforcing state dominance. This study reveals how states are better positioned during critical periods of democratization and can use peace negotiations to institutionalize control without meaningful concessions. Broadly, this research demonstrates how democratic constitutional orders can legitimize the deferral, and erosion, of indigenous self-determination in the Global South.
2. Title: Maternal migration patterns and child development from infancy to early adolescence: a longitudinal study in rural China
Authors: Lei Wang, Yiwei Qian, Shanshan Li, Scott Rozelle
Abstract: The massive flow of migrants from rural to urban areas in China over the past decades has sparked concerns about the development of left-behind children. Drawing on a six-round, longitudinal cohort survey in rural China from 2013 to 2023 that follows children from 6 months to 11 years of age, we analyse the effects of two maternal migration patterns – persistent migration (migration without return) and return migration (migration followed by return) – on the cognitive development and nutrition of left-behind children from infancy to early adolescence. The results show that persistent maternal migration has adverse effects on the cognitive development and increased the BMI of left-behind children. In contrast, maternal migration had no significant effect on either cognitive development or any indicator of nutrition when the mother later returned. Persistent maternal migration had a strong, long-term negative effect on the cognitive development of left-behind children especially when mothers migrate within one or one and a half years after childbirth; maternal migration also had a short-term, negative effect on cognitive development when mothers migrate when the child is between 2 and 3 years old. These effects are likely driven by the lower levels of stimulating parenting practices and dietary diversity provided by the stand-in primary caregivers of left-behind children.
3. Title: Understanding education policy preferences: Survey experiments with policymakers in 35 developing countries
Authors: Lee Crawfurd, Susannah Hares, Ana Minardi, Justin Sandefur
Abstract: Despite rapid increases in global access to primary school, average learning outcomes in many low and middle income countries remain low. International actors are increasingly focused on a policy agenda prioritizing foundational learning, measured by test scores in primary school. However, international actors have limited capacity to impose this agenda, which ultimately depends on national decision-makers. In this paper we present new evidence on the priorities and views of these national decision-makers. We report on a new survey of 931 senior government officials working on education in 35 low- and middle-income countries. We show with survey experiments that national policymakers place relatively low value on action to address foundational skills. We explain variation in preferences among policymakers as a function of three possible factors: different objectives for education (e.g., learning versus socialization), different beliefs about the state of the world (e.g., enrollment and learning levels), and different beliefs about the effectiveness of specific interventions. Misalignment with donor agendas is evident in all three dimensions. We also show experimentally that beliefs do respond to new evidence on the effectiveness of interventions.
4. Title: Expectations, authority and divergent market transitions
Authors: Susanne Wengle, Daniele Girardi, Roberto Veneziani
Abstract: Over 35 countries have embarked on transitions from planned to market economies over the last forty years, with widely divergent outcomes and momentous political, institutional, and economic consequences. We argue that social expectations played a critical but underappreciated role in shaping transition outcomes. We present a formal model of market transition as an assurance game with two possible self-enforcing equilibria, economic collapse or sustained growth. We then adduce evidence from available historical surveys that confirms that enterprise managers’ expectations differed widely and correlated with transition outcomes as predicted by the model. Our main point of departure from extant institutionalist scholarship on market transitions is our emphasis on expectations and their interaction with economic institutions. Instead of treating institutional strength as an exogenous factor that determines outcomes directly, we draw attention to the catalytic effect of expectations at the outset of transition, a moment of exceptional institutional fluidity and uncertainty.
5. Title: Natural Disasters and Land Use Dynamics: Evidence from Earthquake-Induced Deforestation
Authors: Youpei Yan, Jayash Paudel
Abstract: Understanding how seismic shocks influence land use dynamics has direct implications on climate change mitigation and adaptation. We exploit geo-spatial remote sensing data on changes in land conversion among 3,983 villages within different radii of the earthquake epicenter across several years before and after the incidence of the 2015 earthquake in Nepal. Our difference-in-differences (DiD) estimates show that earthquake-affected villages located within 30–120 kilometers (kms) of the epicenter saw a significant rise in land conversion from savannas and forests to croplands. These earthquake-induced changes in land conversion diminish with distance, with an average decrease in cropland conversion of 4 m2 per km of distance from the epicenter. Results illustrate that villages with larger agricultural investments converted more cropland from deforestation, implying that earthquake-affected households prioritized short-term agricultural gains over environmental considerations. Our findings suggest that while high-investment regions adapt by intensifying agricultural production, low-investment counterparts may require supplementary support to recover from natural disasters.
6. Title: Historical bombings, urban community, and prosociality: Application of the First internet lab-in-the-field experiment
Authors: Masataka Harada, Ryo Mikami, Natsumi Shimada
Abstract: This study examines how the endurance or destruction of urban communities shapes contemporary social preferences by utilizing an innovative Internet lab-in-the-field experiment (I-LFE). Traditional lab-in-the-field experiments (LFE), which investigate spatially distributed treatments on social behavior, often face logistical and geographical limitations. Our I-LFE effectively overcomes these constraints by conducting experiments entirely online, allowing flexible real-time subject matching. We leverage World War II bombings in Tokyo and Osaka, cities with diverse cultural contexts, where uniform neighborhood organizations (tonarigumi), established nationwide, experienced varying degrees of disruption due to air raid damage, providing an exogenous shock. We tested hypotheses regarding how neighborhood destruction, length of residence, and in-group distinctions affect contemporary prosocial behaviors. Using detailed prewar and postwar aerial imagery, we identified neighborhoods with similar prewar characteristics but significantly different levels of bombing damage. Residents from these neighborhoods participated in online economic games at scheduled times. Our key findings reveal that (1) long-term residents in heavily bombed neighborhoods exhibit heightened altruism specifically toward local in-group members, supporting the theory that collective trauma fosters conditional altruism; and (2) recent residents in less affected areas also demonstrate enhanced prosociality toward their local communities, indicating selective migration toward regions with established social networks. By pioneering the I-LFE methodology, this study significantly advances behavioral research capabilities in urban contexts. Additionally, our results highlight the enduring effects of collective memory and selective migration in shaping community-level prosocial outcomes decades after conflict. The findings enrich the literature on historical persistence, illuminating the complex mechanisms influencing prosocial behavior among long- and short-term residents in developed urban settings, where such research remains sparse.
7. Title: Polarization in the product space: Skill intensity and economic development
Authors: Joris Bücker, Penny Mealy
Abstract: A country’s capacity to diversify into more sophisticated products depends both on the skills it has and the skills those products require. Here we introduce Product Skill Intensity, a measure that captures the average educational level of occupations involved in producing exported goods. This skill-based view of product sophistication complements existing complexity metrics and sheds light on the role of education in structural transformation. We show that Product Skill Intensity reveals a polarized structure in the Product Space (a network where commonly co-exported products are linked together). Rather than forming a core–periphery pattern, high- and low-skill products are polarized on opposite sides of the network. This pattern underscores the challenges that countries concentrated in lower-skilled products may face in transitioning to higher-skilled products. Our country-level measure of skill intensity is positively correlated with income per capita and a strong, robust predictor of future growth. We also show that the ability of low- and middle-income countries to diversify into more skill intensive products is significantly constrained by both their education levels and the position of their existing exports in the Product Space. Our findings offer new explanations for persistent development traps and highlight the enabling role of education in supporting structural transformation towards more sophisticated production.
8. Title: Unpacking the penetration of agrochemicals in China: The commodification of agricultural inputs and the invisible dispossession of smallholders
Authors: Yiyuan Chen, Yunan Xu
Abstract: China has transitioned from a negligible user of agrochemicals to one of the world’s largest consumers, producers and exporters within just a few decades. The rapid increase in agrochemical use– often amounting to overuse – has raised significant concerns about food safety and environmental degradation. Despite its importance, the underlying dynamics driving the swift expansion of China’s agrochemical sector remain insufficiently studied. How have traditional farming practices of smallholders, sustained for millennia, shifted so quietly yet dramatically in recent decades? What are the implications of agrochemicals’ penetration into rural society in China? Drawing on field research conducted across sites from 2012 to 2023, this article addresses these questions. It demonstrates that agrochemicals were initially introduced in China under a planned economy, provided by the state as public goods rather than commodities, and were eagerly embraced by agricultural producers. Inputs were effectively distributed to producers through top-down networks. However, following market-oriented reforms and the commodification of these inputs, agrochemical companies leveraged and cultivated these networks into a ‘hierarchical exclusive distribution network’ targeting smallholders. Alongside these top-down networks, rural social networks were also mobilized in input distribution, facilitating smallholders’ acceptance of agrochemicals. Consequently, while smallholders retain their land, they are invisibly dispossessed as ‘producers’ and retained as ‘consumers’ for inputs.
9. Title: Attitudes and behaviors in a fragile state. A list experiment in Mali
Authors: Olivia Bertelli, Thomas Calvo, Emmanuelle Lavallée, Marion Mercier, Sandrine Mesplé-Somps
Abstract: Understanding individual behaviors and attitudes towards political regimes is key to explaining their persistence. However, scantily available micro-level indicators are likely to be biased, especially in non-democratic settings where people might refrain from answering sensitive questions truthfully. We study behaviors and attitudes in Mali, at a time of conflict and military rule, by running an experimental survey on a nationwide sample of individuals. We elicit the prevalence rates of two attitudes towards the military situation in Mali and three behaviors associated with the ongoing conflict (firearms possession, willingness to engage in violence and victimization). Results indicate that support for the military regime is overreported and trust in the foreign armed forces deployed in the country is underreported when elicited by means of direct questions as opposed to a list experiment. Behaviors are not significantly misreported on average, but they are misreported by certain population segments particularly vulnerable to violence. This impacts directly on the estimation of correlations between respondent characteristics and sensitive outcomes when measured by direct questions.
10. Title: International climate and biodiversity funding: does allocation follow need in Global South countries?
Authors: Charissa Bosma, Lars Hein, Daniel C. Miller
Abstract: Tackling the interconnected climate and biodiversity crises requires major flows of financial resources directed to areas of greatest need. Funding is required not only to mitigate climate change but also to adapt to it while stemming biodiversity decline. Acute need, scarce financial resources, and legacies of injustice in countries of the Global South mean international funding must be a key source of support for climate adaptation and biodiversity conservation. Yet knowledge of international funding for these two objectives remains fragmented, with little systematic analysis across them over time. We address this gap by analyzing international development funding for climate adaptation and biodiversity investments over the past decade from both traditional grants and financial return-based instruments, an increasingly prominent approach. Using two-stage Cragg regression models, we first assess whether funding is prioritized to countries with the greatest need and then compare funder use of grant versus return-based instruments. Funding need is defined based on theoretically informed indicators and analyzed using publicly available datasets. We find that funders using grants are more likely to provide funding to countries more vulnerable to climate change and where biodiversity is under greater threat. By contrast, we find opposite or non-significant relationships for return-based funding, indicating that such instruments often do not flow to where they are needed most. Our joint assessment of the increasingly blurred climate and biodiversity finance landscapes advances scholarship by bringing these two domains together within the same analytical framework to provide new insights on international development finance allocation. Our results highlight the importance of harnessing synergies between climate adaptation and biodiversity to enhance co-benefits. Study results also underscore the continued value of grant funding, especially for countries with the greatest funding need where return-based investments are less likely, and the need to explore ways return-based instruments might succeed in high-need countries.
11. Title: Does small-scale irrigation affect women’s time allocation? Insights from Ethiopia
Authors: Yeyoung Lee, Elizabeth Bryan, Nicole M. Mason, Ibrahim Worku Hassen, ... Claudia Ringler
Abstract: Small-scale irrigation (SSI) interventions have received increasing attention as a potential pathway for women’s empowerment in sub-Saharan Africa. One key aspect of women’s empowerment that SSI can influence is women’s time burden. Hypothesized benefits of SSI for women are less energy exertion and reduced labor in agriculture. Yet, these hypotheses have not been tested empirically. We explore how household adoption of different SSI technologies affects the time allocation of women in the household, using two rounds of intrahousehold panel survey data from Ethiopia. Two different approaches are used to address potential endogeneity issues related to time-constant and time-varying factors that may be correlated with both SSI and time use: an instrumental variables-correlated random effects approach and a fractional multinomial logit-correlated random effects with control function approach. The results suggest that household use of SSI in general is associated with an increase in women’s leisure time. The results further suggest that household use of motor pumps is associated with an increase in women’s leisure time and reductions in the time they spend on farming and personal care. Given that women often provide the labor for irrigation using manual, labor-intensive methods, such as watering cans, buckets, or hand- or foot-powered treadle pumps, the results suggest that SSI using motorized methods has the potential to free up women’s time in farming and enable more leisure time. These findings have broad implications for women’s empowerment and labor allocation. Future research using new and more comprehensive data could explore the mechanisms for the findings in this study and determine if SSI enables women to improve their ability to allocate their time to activities they prefer.
12. Title: Secularity and migration aspirations in the Arab world
Authors: Hajare El Hadri, Réda Marakbi
Abstract: This study develops a new theoretical framework to explain how secularity influences migration aspirations in the Arab world. We argue that secular individuals incur significant psychological costs when living in highly religious societies. This value incongruence pushes them to seek out more secular environments, whereas strongly religious individuals face higher cultural costs of moving and thus prefer to stay. We derive testable hypotheses on how individual secularity and socio-political secularity act as push - pull factors for different communities and migration destinations. We then test these hypotheses using 2018-2019 Arab Barometer data from eleven MENA countries. We construct original indices for individual secularity and socio-political secularity via multiple correspondence analysis. Consistent with our theory, probit and instrumental-variable probit estimates show that secular individuals are significantly more likely to express intentions to emigrate - particularly to highly secular Western countries. Among Muslim majority populations, both individual and socio-political secularity increase the desire to migrate, whereas among Christian minorities only individual secularity has this effect. Moreover, secularity drives regular migration aspirations, with no measurable impact on irregular migration except in the case of religiously unaffiliated “nones,” who exhibit a heightened willingness to migrate by any means. These findings contribute to the migration literature by emphasizing the substantial, yet previously underexplored, influence of secular beliefs and practices on migratory behavior in the Arab context.
13. Title: Missing SDG gender indicators
Authors: Kathleen Beegle, Umar Serajuddin, Brian Stacy, Divyanshi Wadhwa
Abstract: The Sustainable Development Goal agenda lays out an ambitious set of 231 indicators to track global progress. Countries continue to fall short in terms of reporting on the indicators in general, and this is particularly the case for the subset of 50 SDG gender indicators, where on average countries reported on 38 percent of these indicators in at least one year from 2016 to 2020. A closer look at this low coverage reveals four salient findings. First, this is not just a problem of missing data; lack of reporting on existing data is detected to be a problem. For example, of the 32 SDG gender indicators that are sex disaggregated, if countries that had a population estimate also had a sex-disaggregated estimate (which is almost always feasible), the SDG gender indicator coverage rate would increase to 47 percent. Second, better statistical systems are a part of the solution, as statistical system strength is correlated with greater coverage. Third, poorer countries are doing no worse in reporting on SDG gender indicators than high-income countries, despite weaker statistical systems. Lastly, sizable over (and under) performance in reporting, conditional on statistical strength, suggests that country-level advocacy and focus can yield wins in terms of improving reporting on SDG gender targets.
14. Title: A regression discontinuity assessment of the differential impacts of China’s natural forest protection program across forestland property right regimes
Authors: Qi Liu, Shilei Liu, Zhaoyang Liu, Xiangzheng Deng, ... Andreas Kontoleon
Abstract: In 2000 China launched the Natural Forest Protection Program (NFPP) as its flagship initiative for forest conservation and restoration, targeting both state-owned forestland managed by state-owned forest enterprises (SOFEs) and large areas of forestland held by village households. This study evaluates the overall impact of the NFPP on forest cover and examines the program’s heterogeneous effects across property right regimes and provinces using a spatial regression discontinuity design. Our analysis reveals that forest cover within NFPP boundaries is, on average, about 6 % higher than in adjacent areas. Notably, collective forestland experiences an 82 % greater treatment effect compared to state-owned forests – even though collective areas receive less direct financial support – underscoring the role of institutional and local governance factors. Furthermore, our findings highlight significant regional variations in program outcomes. Overall, the NFPP exemplifies a proactive approach to reversing deforestation amidst rapid economic development, and our results offer valuable insights for refining policy measures and ensuring equitable funding strategies across diverse forest management regimes.
15. Title: Child nutrition: The effect of micro and macro fertility levels at birth
Authors: Florence Arestoff, Elodie Djemaï, Estelle Koussoubé
Abstract: We evaluate the human capital effects of fertility-induced resource constraints at both the country and household levels in developing countries. Using data from 140 Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS) covering 60 developing countries in Asia, Africa and Latin America since 1999, we explore the impact of changes in fertility at the time of a child’s birth on their nutrition. We match micro-level data on approximately 1,050,000 DHS children under the age of five to time-series data on demographic factors in each sample country. Household-level fertility at birth is measured by the number of older siblings still alive at the time of the child’s birth while country-level fertility corresponds to the total fertility rate observed in the country. Our country and mother fixed effects models suggest that higher fertility, both at the country-level and at the household-level, worsens child nutrition, suggesting that greater pressure on resources outweighs the positive effect derived from enhanced childrearing experiences when the child has more older siblings. Regional heterogeneity tests show that in most cases, both country- and household-level fertility have larger negative effects on nutrition in Asia as compared to Africa and Latin America.
16. Title: Seeing disparity: Marketization and perceived inequality in North Korea
Authors: Yongshin Cho, Taekbin Kim
Abstract: This study explores how market participation is associated with perceptions of economic inequality in North Korea, a tightly controlled authoritarian state. Since the near-collapse of the Public Distribution System in the late 1990 s, informal markets have emerged as a primary source of income for many North Koreans, operating alongside the state-controlled economy. Drawing on survey data from 1,241 North Korean defectors, this research examines the relationship between market participation, perceived inequality, and perceptions of leadership accountability. The findings suggest that individuals engaged in market activities are more likely to perceive economic inequality, possibly because markets provide alternative channels of information through social comparison. Additionally, those who recognize greater inequality tend to attribute economic hardship to the Supreme Leader. These results indicate that marketization, beyond its economic role, may contribute to heightened social awareness and perceptions that challenge the regime’s ideological control. This study contributes to broader discussions on authoritarian resilience, showing that even limited forms of economic liberalization may be associated with declining ideological conformity and increasing demands for accountability.
17. Title: Crime and human capital in India
Authors: Smriti Sharma, Naveen Sunder
Abstract: Violent crime profoundly affects several socioeconomic outcomes. But does day-to-day crime also shape human capital accumulation? We answer this question in the Indian context by combining multiple years of district-level crime data with a representative survey on learning achievement of school-aged children. Our empirical strategy leverages the district-year variation in crime to estimate the crime-learning gradient. We find that an increase in violent crime is associated with lower achievement in reading and math, while non-violent crimes have no discernible correlation with learning outcomes. These associations hold similarly for boys and girls. Further, children from socioeconomically disadvantaged households show stronger negative associations. We document evidence that both household-level factors (reduced child mobility, lower adult engagement in work, and poorer mental health) and school-level factors (lower availability of teachers) are possible mechanisms underpinning these findings.
18. Title: Between emancipatory potential and hierarchical reproduction: social movement aspirations and class in a South Indian NGO
Authors: Liz Mount
Abstract: As development initiatives by NGOs remain subject to criticism, some NGO staff react by aligning their organizations with social movements, implicitly positioning staff as activists. In urban India, activism is associated with middle-class identities. NGOs aligning themselves with social movements are often staffed and run by middle-class people, yet there are cases where social conditions enabled mixed-class NGOs to emerge. This ethnographic study examines the case of a single mixed-class NGO in India to ask: how does social class differently orient NGO staff members to social movements and activism? Through an analysis of 18 months of fieldwork (including over 75 interviews) with a large sexual rights NGO in Bangalore that I call Dosti, I show that this emphasis on social movements and activism reveals the class relationships at Dosti that ultimately reproduce class hierarchies. I find that the degree to which staff identify as activists prior to coming to Dosti is a product of class background. For middle-class staff, formal education introduced them to social movements and enabled them to identify as activists, motivating them to work at Dosti. By contrast, working-class staff, whose access to formal education was limited, came to Dosti knowing little about social movements and not previously identifying as activists. This class dynamic pushes middle-class staff to attempt to inculcate in working-class staff a social movement and activist orientation through on-the-job “trainings.” Though such trainings are intended to be equalizers, they reflect and thereby reinforce class differences and hierarchies. In practice, the trainings reveal class relationships as they reproduce amongst Dosti’s own staff the same inequalities and power hierarchies the organization advocates against. These findings suggest the value of incorporating a class analysis in research on the internal dynamics of NGOs.
19. Title: Ethnic diversity and voting behavior at scale: Evidence from Uganda
Authors: Samuel S. Bird, Aleksandr Michuda
Abstract: This study constructs a novel dataset on the ethnicity of individuals in an ethnically diverse country in sub-Saharan Africa. We measure ethnicity using a machine learning algorithm that exploits variation in surnames across ethnolinguistic groups. We apply this approach to voter registration data from Uganda’s 2016 general election. The resulting data capture local variation in ethnicity over a wide geographic scale. We pair these data with election outcomes from polling stations throughout Uganda to estimate the relationship between ethnicity and voting behavior. Our regression analyses both control for location and include interactions between ethnic groups within the same polling station. Local variation in ethnicity is associated with voting behavior at the level of the polling station, and these relationships vary with the presence of other ethnic groups at the polling station. The results suggest the importance of studying ethnic voting using local variation in ethnicity at scale.
20. Title: How robust are machine learning approaches for improving food security amid crises? - Evidence from COVID-19 in Uganda
Authors: Gewei Cao, Lukas Kornher, Clara Brandi
Abstract: Amidst different global food insecurity challenges, like the COVID-19 pandemic and economic turmoil, this article investigates the potential of machine learning (ML) to enhance food insecurity forecasting. So far, only few existing studies have used pre-shock training data to predict food insecurity and if they did, they have neither done this at the household-level nor systematically tested the performance and robustness of ML algorithms during the shock phase. To address this research gap, we use pre-COVID trained models to predict household-level food insecurity during the COVID-19 pandemic in Uganda and propose a new approach to evaluate the performance and robustness of ML models. The objective of this study is therefore to find high-performance and robust ML algorithms during a shock period, which is both methodologically innovative and practically relevant for food insecurity research. First, we find that ML can work well in a shock context when only pre-shock food security data are available. We can identify 80% of food-insecure households during the COVID-19 pandemic based on pre-shock trained models at the cost of falsely classifying around 40% of food-secure households as food insecure. Second, we show that the extreme gradient boosting algorithm, trained by balanced weighting, works best in terms of prediction quality. We also identify the most important predictors and find that demographic and asset features play a crucial role in predicting food insecurity. Last but not least, we also make a contribution by showing how different ML models should be evaluated in terms of their area under curve (AUC) value, the ability of the model to correctly classify positive and negative cases, and in terms of the change in AUC in different situations.
21. Title: Are nationalist countries more protectionist?
Authors: Costas Hadjiyiannis, Doruk İriş, Chrysostomos Tabakis, Gi Khan Ten
Abstract: We investigate the implications of consumer nationalism for multilateral trade cooperation. Perhaps surprisingly, we show that countries with relatively more nationalist consumers can sustain relatively more liberal trade policies in a repeated-game setting. Moreover, the most cooperative equilibrium tariff of a sufficiently impatient (patient) country is decreasing (increasing) in the level of its consumers’ nationalism. Thus, asymmetric consumer nationalism across countries has a less pronounced anti-cooperation effect, if at all, on the incentives of countries with relatively more nationalist consumers, rather than vice versa. We take these predictions to an antidumping–nationalism dataset consisting of 18 antidumping users and find empirical evidence in their support.
22. Title: Coping (more or less) with health shocks: A longitudinal perspective on financial protection from Nepal
Authors: Vishnu Prasad Sapkota, Owen O’Donnell
Abstract: Catastrophic and impoverishing health spending – two indicators of financial protection used to monitor Universal Health Coverage – are usually estimated from cross-sectional data. Using a three-year (2016–2018) panel of households in non-metropolitan Nepal, we add to scant evidence on the dynamics of these indicators and test whether non-medical consumption falls when the indicators rise in response to health shocks. We find that catastrophic and impoverishing health spending are mostly transitory: at least 80% of episodes in one year do not continue into the next. A health shock is estimated to raise the likelihood of catastrophic and impoverishing health spending by 36.7 and 7.5 percentage points, respectively. Income falls by an estimated 11.7% if the shock is to a working head of household. Despite these effects, non-medical consumption does not fall. Consumption is smoothed mainly through use of savings and other coping that need not overly compromise long-run consumption potential. While this is somewhat reassuring given catastrophic health spending is mostly transitory, a sizeable minority has recurrent catastrophic spending, some households rely on more pernicious coping strategies, and others make no recourse to coping, in which case, a health shock is estimated to reduce consumption by 14.3%.
23. Title: Urban shrinkage and its drivers: time-series clustering and a panel model of Chinese cities
Authors: Fengdi Ma, Heeyeun Yoon
Abstract: Understanding and characterizing urban shrinkage is essential for informing sustainable development policies. However, accurately tracking its dynamics over time through concurrent analysis of population and economic metrics remains challenging. To address this, we apply time-series machine learning—specifically Dynamic Time Warping (DTW) clustering—to 285 Chinese cities (2004–2022), revealing non-linear, continuous yearly trajectories of both population and economic indicators. This approach groups cities by similar shrinkage/growth patterns. We then employ panel regression to identify drivers of these trajectories. Four distinct groups emerge: (1) 40 cities experiencing simultaneous declines in both population and economy, primarily driven by resource depletion and manufacturing recession; (2) 40 cities with economic decline but population growth, where shifts in industrial structures were the main influencing factors; (3) 42 Cities with economic growth but declining populations, predominantly affected by population migration; and (4) 163 cities exhibiting continuous growth in both population and economy. By mapping unique shrinkage trajectories to group-specific drivers, our framework enhances the precision of urban decline diagnosis. These insights enable policymakers to design regionally tailored strategies that mitigate shrinkage and foster sustainable urban futures.
24. Title: Membership in farmers’ organizations and intention to innovate: A mixed random utility and behavioral approach
Authors: Luca Mulazzani, Simone Piras, Claudia Giordano, Atsede Ghidey Alemayehu, ... Marco Setti
Abstract: Despite a growing body of literature on the adoption of agricultural innovations, their uptake by smallholder farmers in developing countries is often slow. The processes underpinning farmers’ decision-making in these countries are yet to be fully understood, and the existing literature remains contradictory regarding the factors explaining adoption. Conflicting conclusions emerge from studies on different countries, which may result from specific social, cultural, and institutional environments. We develop a theoretical model that combines random utility and behavioral approaches to assess how membership in farmers’ organizations affects the intention to innovate. Using a two-step framework, we assume that membership in such organizations acts as a mediator variable between background factors and the intention to innovate. Three distal behavioral factors – openness to new ways of production, attitude toward risk, and trust in organizations promoting innovations – are considered additional intermediate drivers. We test our framework using primary survey data from five African countries, covering a total of 4,529 farmers and more than twenty farmers’ organizations. We find that generic organizational membership has limited mediating power and a marginally positive impact on the intention to innovate, which becomes non-significant when accounting for the behavioral attitudes of individual farmers. These attitudes do work as mediator variables between the background factors classically included in random utility models (i.e., farm, household, and farmer’s characteristics) and the intention to innovate. In turn, membership in some specific organizations proves to be a significant predictor of the intention to innovate, although the direction is not univocal. A specific institutional approach is thus needed to evaluate which characteristics of a farmers’ organization impact its members’ intention to innovate. We provide some hypotheses based on local knowledge.
25. Title: Security fosters generosity: Social security protection and charitable giving
Authors: Lin Lin, Min He, Wenkai Sun
Abstract: Charitable giving in low- and middle-income countries significantly lags behind that of advanced economies. However, little is known about how an individual’s risk exposure may affect his or her charitable giving. To study this question, this paper examines whether and how social security protection against economic risk influences beneficiaries’ charitable giving behavior. Using China’s expansion of public long-term care insurance (LTCI) targeting the elderly as a quasi-experiment and leveraging representative individual-level panel data, our triple differences estimation shows that LTCI coverage significantly increases charitable giving: the likelihood of donation rises by 8 percentage points (a 80% increase), and the donation amount increases by 51% (equivalent to 18 yuan). Up to 2018, social security protection from the LTCI expansion managed to reduce the China-US gap in donation participation by 14.3 percent. The charitable effects of enhanced social security protection against economic risks are driven by decreased precautionary savings and improved subjective wellbeing among those protected senior beneficiaries: these effects are more pronounced among beneficiaries with greater pre-reform risk exposure (e.g., worse health, and poorer family and social support), and larger improvement in subjective wellbeing post-reform. Additionally, the security provided by the LTCI induces more charitable donations from religious beneficiaries.
26. Title: Taxing the wealthy in Haiti: Evidence from a conjoint experiment on property tax preferences
Authors: Ana Isabel López García, Sarah Berens
Abstract: How can we build support for taxation among the wealthy in fragile conflict-afflicted countries? Haiti, one of the poorest and most unequal societies in the Americas, is highly aid-reliant and lacks tax revenue. From a narrow self-interest perspective, the affluent should become more supportive of property taxation when the tax returns serve their own interest. However, in fragile states that struggle to provide adequate returns and where public goods can also be provided by non-state actors, we also expect broader utility-maximizing motives such as social recognition and the identity of the tax authority to critically define the affluents’ tax support. Support should increase when they receive social recognition, a non-material benefit, for their tax payment and taxes are collected and administered by entities they trust. We test our argument with a conjoint experiment of property tax-related reform proposals in an online survey collected in winter 2023/24 in Haiti, when there was an unexpected gang insurrection. Institutional failure, represented by the gang uprising, erodes the wealthy’s tax support when municipalities are the tax authority. Support for the property tax reform decreases when NGOs are involved. Importantly, the wealthy prefer tax proposals when they receive public recognition from their peer group, a low-cost instrument, and when they know the revenue will benefit the general population, rather than specific groups.
27. Title: The effects of civil war and forced migration on intimate partner violence among Syrian refugee women in Jordan
Authors: Merve Betül Gökçe, Murat Güray Kırdar
Abstract: This study investigates the impact of the Syrian civil war and refugee status on the risk of physical intimate partner violence (IPV) among Syrian women in Jordan, the country with the second highest refugee-to-native ratio worldwide. We analyze data from the 2017–18 Jordan Population and Family Health Survey, which includes a nationally representative sample of Syrian refugees. Using the information on the timing of first violence after marriage within a discrete-time duration analysis, we examine the hazard rates of IPV exposure across different periods: prewar Syria, postwar Syria, and refugee status. Our findings demonstrate that war and refugee status increase the risk of IPV, and these findings persist for women who were married before the civil war. Additionally, the rise in IPV after the refugees’ arrival in Jordan diminishes over time. The study identifies the economic strain resulting from lower household wealth and refugee husbands’ employment losses as a driver of the rise in IPV. Moreover, our innovative approach utilizing GPS locations of refugee households to calculate refugee density reveals that greater social isolation, indicated by reduced proximity to other refugees, significantly exacerbates the risk of IPV among these women. In addition, we explore whether the civil war and refugee status alter marriage patterns, which could contribute to the observed effects on IPV. Both the civil war and forced migration lower the marriage age and increase the incidence of non-cousin marriages at the expense of cousin marriages—both of which are associated with a higher risk of IPV.
28. Title: The new era of contested hydropower development: A systematic review from 2000 to 2022
Authors: Megan Mills-Novoa, Sophia Borgias
Abstract: Since 2000, there has been a surge in hydropower development globally. This contemporary hydropower boom is distinguished from earlier periods by four key dynamics: 1) an increase in small-scale, run-of-river, and other alternative forms of hydropower, 2) the growing urgency for decarbonization, 3) a rise in bilateral and public–private finance, and 4) the existence of international standards for minimizing the socio-environmental impacts of hydropower development. Despite these shifts, hydropower development continues to spark fierce social resistance. We conducted a systematic review of 116 peer-reviewed articles and 180 Environmental Justice Atlas profiles to better understand the nature of contested hydropower development and the dynamics of social resistance to it.
From this dataset, we gathered information about 265 unique hydropower projects that have sparked conflicts. We found that there was relatively little overlap among the cases featured in the peer-reviewed and EJ Atlas datasets, suggesting opportunities for further exchange between scholarly and social movement actors. Both datasets included projects of all types and sizes, demonstrating that many small and alternative forms of hydropower remain contentious. We found very few cases that discussed social movement actors engaging directly with the shifting global dynamics of hydropower development. We found only 12 cases of anti-dam activists evoking climate justice discourse or engaging with climate justice movements. In most cases, contested projects were backed by multiple types of funders, with a notable shift toward public–private and bilateral finance. The sensitivity of these emerging funders to local opposition remains unclear. We found few cases in which international standards had been used or invoked to hold hydropower developers accountable for social and environmental impacts. Ultimately, there remains a disconnect between local struggles and the shifting global dynamics shaping hydropower development, highlighting potentially fruitful future directions for both scholars and social movement actors.
29. Title: The sex and gender dimensions of hunger in peace and conflict: a review
Authors: Caitriona Dowd, Liezelle Kumalo, Naledi Joyi
Abstract: Sex and gender profoundly shape exposure to, experiences of, and impacts from both violent conflict and food crises alike. While both phenomena are deeply gendered in themselves, our understanding of their intersections – specifically, how sex and gender influence food insecurity in conflict – remains limited. This paper presents an overview of current scholarship and available evidence on the sex and gender dimensions of hunger in conflict to synthesise the state of the art in this field. As this paper shows, there are relatively few studies on the topic, revealing a relative gender-blindness in studies of conflict-driven food insecurity overall compared to other areas of gender and conflict research. Furthermore, notwithstanding disciplinary differences, we note significant concentrations in the literature, seemingly shaped by access to data and cohorts primarily in historical European contexts, with implications for the relevance of existing scholarship to contemporary food crises. Relatedly, existing research tends to privilege biological sex over more sociological considerations of gender, and within this, is largely concerned with nutrition and food security outcomes among women. While we note some of the physiological factors – including unique nutritional needs of pregnant and lactating women – that inform this focus, we also identify socially constructed gender roles – such as the association of female household members’ with wider household members’ nutrition – that appear to shape this emphasis. The corollary of these trends is a series of notable gaps that may further limit the applicability of existing research findings in contemporary food crises. We conclude with reflections on how future research on the conflict-hunger nexus would benefit from incorporating a gender lens more explicitly, and from further considering different gendered experiences, distinct dimensions of food security, and diverse types of insecurity to expand and deepen understanding.
30. Title: Contraception to women’s economic empowerment: A narrative review
Authors: Jocelyn E. Finlay, Mariam Gulaid, Chiseche Mibenge, Nyovani Madise, ... Marita Zimmermann
Abstract: The pathway linking contraceptive access and use to women’s economic empowerment is explored in this narrative review. Contraception can have a direct effect on women’s economic empowerment through supporting bodily autonomy, but the main way in which the pathway links is through fertility. Contraception impacts the timing, spacing, and number of births, and these elements of fertility each impact the process of women’s economic empowerment. These pathways are explored with a focus on sub-Saharan Africa. With access to contraception, girls and women can plan their reproductive lives and this enables them to plan their education and economic lives. With access to contraception, girls are more likely to complete school and go on to higher-paying jobs and livelihoods. Contraception enables women to plan their birth intervals and manage the joint roles of childrearing and labor force participation. Contraception enables women to realize their desired number of children and make their own choice regarding their time use in work and child-rearing. Investing in adolescents brings the highest long-term gains to women’s economic empowerment. Policies that dismantle gender-discriminating social norms will bolster the positive effects of contraception on women’s economic empowerment. While the context of the evidence reviewed here shaped the interpretation of results and how these successes are adapted to other environs, this narrative review contributes to a growing compendium of evidence that suggests that investing in programs that support women in their access and use of contraception is an effective way to support women in their economic empowerment process.
31. Title: Which countries does the OECD Development Assistance Committee (DAC) talk about when it talks about international development?
Authors: Simone Dietrich, Alice Iannantuoni, Matthew S. Winters
Abstract: Since 1961, the Development Assistance Committee (DAC) of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) has been charged with setting standards for effective development cooperation and safeguarding the integrity of official development assistance (ODA). Donor countries come together in the forum to discuss (1) what development is, (2) how “less-developed” countries should go about achieving development, and (3) how “developed” countries should go about helping those countries achieve development. The reports produced under the organization’s peer review system give us insight into trends and changing priorities in development thinking. Looking at 60 years of OECD DAC peer reviews, we explore the question of “what do we talk about when we talk about development” by studying which aid-receiving countries the OECD DAC focuses on when it talks about international development assistance. Which countries have been held up as models of development, and how do those examples reflect other trends in the international development industry? Which countries are over- and underrepresented in the OECD DAC peer reviews? We show evidence that a few countries have been historically overrepresented in the peer reviews, while countries receiving foreign assistance for strategic reasons and that have relied more heavily on state-led development models are typically underrepresented.
32. Title: When aid misses the target: competing objectives, new classifications, and smarter delivery
Authors: Axel Dreher
Abstract: Western donors allocate over US$ 200 billion annually to official development assistance (ODA), yet much of this funding serves goals other than sustained recipient‑country development. In this paper, I argue that competing objectives and uses—including in‑donor refugee costs, geopolitical interests, and commercial ties—and inflated aid budgets undermine ODA’s credibility. I then argue for a narrow, development‑focused definition of ODA that excludes humanitarian relief and global public goods and suggest that concentrating development aid on infrastructure, education, and health—linked to a small number of ex ante conditions and delivering it primarily through budget support in democracies—would improve alignment with recipient priorities, bolster government accountability, and maximize developmental impact.
33. Title: Fragmenting deliberation: Green hydrogen and the conditions for public participation
Authors: Lucrecia Wagner, Malayna Raftopoulos, Mattias Borg Rasmussen
Abstract: Green hydrogen has emerged as one of the key technologies for the energy transition, both in the Global North and the Global South. However, hydrogen production is located on spatially bounded facilities, and current configurations of hydrogen are riddled with uncertainties. This article analyses how the production of green hydrogen is enrolled in the energy transition and inquire into the specific democratic challenges that this assemblage technology produces. Comparing the conditions of three energy transition in Denmark, Spain and Argentina, it examines how green hydrogen is enabled through different laws and practices that (in)directly facilitate its implementation, how it is legitimized through various kinds of visual and discursive representations as well as the implications are for the conditions of participation. The article argues that although the projects are not very concrete in material terms, the constellations of market and state have shaped the participatory spaces of civil society, generating important effects in the territories, but few democratic openings in local societies.
34. Title: Inclusive reforms as levers for social exclusion: The paradoxical consequences of quotas for women in rural India
Authors: Simon Chauchard, Rachel E. Brulé, Alyssa R. Heinze
Abstract: Why do radical institutional changes to democratize who accesses power fail to change who realizes power in practice? We argue that disjunctures between formal changes in representation and actual shifts in decision-making power do not squarely fit into narratives of unintended consequences, path dependency, or elite capture. Instead, we posit that the paradoxically inegalitarian effects of egalitarian reforms can occur when reform-writing elites design policy to be radical by the numbers, while maintaining their hold on power through less publicized features of these reforms. We illustrate this argument about incongruous policy-making with the case of one numerically spectacular gender egalitarian reform: electoral gender quotas in Indian village councils. Leveraging micro-level survey data, historical analysis, and interview data, we present two main findings. First, we document what we term the gender quota paradox: the fact that quotas brought in globally unprecedented numbers of women to power formally, while granting them limited power in practice, and more broadly delegitimizing women’s political leadership on a societal scale with common acceptance of the ”proxy” narrative. Second, we study the sequence and nature of the reform, and identify how the paradoxical effects we document stem from the complex and at times contradictory incentives of policy-makers.
35. Title: Electing governors: complexities of institutional design in Latin America’s unitary countries
Authors: Kent Eaton
Abstract: Unitary countries are experimenting with reforms that strengthen subnational regions, a level of government usually associated with federalism. This paper examines the decision to introduce gubernatorial elections in four Latin American countries: Colombia in 1992, Peru in 2002, Bolivia in 2005, and Chile in 2016. Despite the appearance of institutional convergence – four neighboring countries one after another adopting the same electoral institution ostensibly for the same democratizing reasons – I show that the decision to elect governors had very different effects because of the way this discrete decision was paired with reforms in other institutional dimensions. In a highly complex fashion, these other dimensions (e.g. fiscal transfers, departmental autonomy, amalgamation, and deconcentration) were just as important as the decision to elect governors in shaping how this common decision played out. The main finding is that gubernatorial elections had the effect of profoundly decentralizing the political system in Bolivia and Colombia, while in Chile and Peru it failed to alter the inter-governmental balance of power due to high levels of instrumental mismatch. In the first pair of countries, where reformers’ private goals aligned with their stated goals, decentralization was designed to succeed, but in the second pair of countries it was designed to fail due to the divergence between private and stated goals.
36. Title: The sound of silence: the politics of virtual water policies
Authors: Dik Roth, Jeroen Warner
Abstract: Tony Allan’s claim that virtual water (VW) is an economically invisible and politically silent solution to water scarcity has made the concept attractive to the policy sphere. Allan developed it primarily with reference to the MENA (Middle East and North Africa) region, where water scarcity is endemic and the availability and prices of staple foods important for political stability. Thus, VW emerged as a promising solution to political tensions in an unstable region. While reactions to such claims have been mixed, VW has become part of the “sanctioned discourse” in the water and development literature. While its proponents have high expectations, part of the scientific world was more critical. More recently the debate seems to have died down, or perhaps changed course. What has become of the concept? In this contribution to the Special Issue in memory of Tony Allan we discuss how VW thinking has developed in the literature and continues influencing the scientific and policy worlds. Particularly interesting are the ways it has been taken up in China as a highly depoliticized basis for technocratic forms of water governance, also as part of the country’s Belt & Road Initiative. Finally, this perspective paper looks into the political dimensions of importing countries’ dependence on VW trade; a debate that has gained new urgency against the background of the Russia-Ukraine war.
37. Title: Unsustainable global freshwater consumption driven by economic growth
Authors: Vito Frontuto, Tommaso Felici, Silvana Dalmazzone, Benedetta Falsetti, ... Marco Maria Bagliani
Abstract: Freshwater, a vital resource for ecosystems and societies, faces increasing threats from anthropic uses and climate change, exacerbating water stress for two-thirds of the global population. The paper examines whether economic growth can alleviate or contribute to the impending water crisis. We examine the interplay between per capita GDP and water demand for food production and consumption across 121 countries over 24 years. Using the CWASI database, a unique global longitudinal dataset on water footprint, our analysis reveals a consistently monotonic increase in the water footprint of consumption at the global scale, as economies grow. The rising pressure is mainly driven by the increasing volume of water embedded in food consumed within each country, even as the water footprint of local food production tends to decline slightly once countries reach a sufficiently high level of per capita income. Our findings suggest that the anticipated improvements in water use efficiency associated with technological and institutional development appear insufficient to counter the global rise in freshwater demand. Instead, the slightly virtuous evolution in the water footprint of production observed in wealthier countries is largely sustained through virtual water imports from less developed regions. Notably, the turning point in water footprint of production for richer countries occurs at per capita levels exceeding the renewable freshwater endowment available in many parts of the world. These findings build on and extend previous evidence of spatial displacement of water use, raising critical concerns about the sustainability of future global water supply, development trajectories, and food security.
