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1. Title: Between suburb and city: Conceptualising interplaces
Authors: Wander Demuynck, Ben Derudder, Evert Meijers, Michiel van Meeteren
Abstract: A conceptual blind spot in prevailing models of metropolitan regions is how to understand urbanisation in secondary localities that evolve to be neither an ideal-typical suburb nor a city. This article foregrounds Nick Phelps’ notion of ‘interplaces’ to provide this missing link in our understanding of metropolisation. Interplaces are defined as localities which are situated in between the conventional conceptual and geographical boundaries of the city and the suburb that significantly shape the patterns of economic, political and cultural activity across the metropolitan region. Whereas existing research on interplaces has isolated categories such as post-suburbs and shadowed cities, we argue for a more structured and granular vocabulary that captures their full diversity and, in the process, reveal intermediary types such as the ‘metrotown’. Our novel framework categorises the variety of interplaces according to their different roles resulting from their partial and uneven spatial-functional, political-institutional and cultural-symbolic integration in the metropolitan region. The framework is illustrated by studying three interplaces in the metropolitan area of Brussels, Belgium. The analysis shows that while interplaces may defy easy categorisation, their hybrid, rapidly evolving and sometimes contradictory nature makes them central to understanding the materialisation of metropolitan regions at a larger spatial scale. In so doing, we lay the foundation for more context-sensitive urban theory and governance approaches that better reflect contemporary (sub)urban realities.
2. Title: Spatial planning for a popular circular economy
Authors: Louise Guibrunet, Emilio Bunge González, Moisés Hiram Martínez Ruiz, [...]
Abstract: This article argues that a popular circular economy already exists in many world cities, and that this economy can be enhanced through spatial planning. We use Mexico City as a case study, and analyse its popular circular economy, defined as the family micro-businesses which contribute to enhancing the circularity of everyday objects by enabling their reuse, repair, refurbishment or recycling. We first present a panorama of this economy using the Mexican economic census. We complement this analysis by presenting two ethnographic vignettes of practices that also form part of the popular circular economy, beyond what can be observed in the census: the first one illustrates practices of public market workers to avoid food waste, and the second pictures an e-waste informal street market. Taken together, these scales of analysis provide a rich account of the multiple activities that compose Mexico City’s popular circular economy. We then compare this phenomenon with the orientation and main strategies of the city’s circular economy programme, noting a discrepancy between the two with regards to the scope of action. We conclude that spatial planning tools can foster the already existing popular circular economy, by allocating space for family businesses in all neighbourhoods, and by enhancing social cohesion through the design of quality public spaces and infrastructures.
3. Title: Dynamics of (dis)integration: The impact of migration mobility on neighbourhood cohesion
Authors: Jakob Hartl, Ina Mayer
Abstract: Social cohesion – encompassing trust, mutual support and a sense of shared belonging – is foundational to the stability and inclusiveness of democratic societies. Yet, how this cohesion is affected by increasing population mobility remains contested and often under-theorized. Existing research frequently relies on static models of diversity, focusing predominantly on immigration and neglecting the broader dynamics of intra-city and internal migration. This article addresses these gaps by combining insights from the ‘new mobility paradigm’ with multilevel empirical analysis to explore how migration experiences – both individual and contextual – affect perceptions of neighbourhood cohesion. Drawing on geo-referenced survey data from the FGZ-RISC Regionalpanel (2021) and administrative statistics from 91 neighbourhood districts in the German cities of Hanover and Magdeburg, we investigate the role of migration trajectories, district-level turnover and demographic context in shaping residents’ perceived cohesion. Our findings reveal a tale of two cities in which individual and collective experiences of migration mobility yield quite different effects on social cohesion: in Magdeburg, newcomers experience significantly lower cohesion regardless of neighbourhood context, while in Hanover, high district-level turnover rather than individual mobility affects cohesion. These results challenge universal claims about migration’s impact on cohesion and instead highlight the role of urban infrastructure, history and the rhythms of settlement.
4. Title: Compensative memory making amidst conflict: Spatial memory and gentrification in Jaffa
Authors: Yoav Kapshuk, Hila Zaban
Abstract: This article examines spatial memory making in Jaffa, a contested city shaped by both Palestinian and Jewish histories. Using the Yaffa Streets Project as a case study, it explores symbolic efforts by gentrifiers to address historical injustices through compensative memory making aimed at restoring erased Palestinian legacies. While the project resonated with ethically motivated Jewish residents grappling with their role in gentrification, it struggled to engage the local Palestinian community. Through a blend of ethnographic research and interviews, the findings reveal how memory initiatives in contested spaces often reproduce power asymmetries, fail to align with local epistemologies, and are perceived as external impositions. By situating Jaffa’s transformation within the context of the Israeli–Palestinian conflict and ongoing gentrification, the study highlights the challenges of heritage and memory activism in contested spaces, where such efforts often compete with the immediate survival needs of affected communities.
5. Title: Growth and flexibility at the margins? The voluntary sector and civil society in post-welfare Portland
Authors: Antonin Margier, Geoffrey DeVerteuil
Abstract: In this article, we shed light on the growth and flexibility of the voluntary sector as it responds to the housing crisis in American cities. To do so, we adopt a perspective from the margins of the post-welfare city (using governmentality studies), focusing on obscure grassroots actors at the interface of the state, the voluntary sector and civil society. Based on fieldwork carried out in Portland, Oregon (USA), this article analyzes city code changes and incentives as government technologies, to shed light on how civil society and voluntary organizations operating at the margins are made responsible for providing resources and participating in the response to homelessness, while simultaneously having their practices subjected to control. We argue that, far from being excluded, some organizations at the margins are selected by the state for inclusion in the voluntary sector, while others remain at the margins as a way to delegitimize their own interventions and the way they provide services.
6. Title: NeurodiverCITY: Leveraging the potential for neurodiverse deliberation in urban life
Authors: Agata Tokarek, Wojciech Ufel, Maja Grabkowska
Abstract: This article explores the integration of neurodiverse individuals into urban decision-making processes through the concept of “NeurodiverCITY.” By merging the neurodiversity paradigm with deliberative theory and the practice of urban democratic innovations, the authors propose a concept where the unique cognitive strengths of neurodiverse individuals, such as logical thinking, attention to detail, and creativity, enhance the quality of urban deliberations. The article critically reviews existing literature on neurodiversity and urban studies, identifies gaps in current research, and discusses the potential benefits and challenges of inclusive urban planning. The findings suggest that inclusive deliberative practices not only improve decision-making processes but also contribute to more equitable and innovative urban environments. The authors argue for the proactive inclusion of neurodiverse individuals in urban governance to leverage their potential for the benefit of all city inhabitants.
7. Title: De-greening urbanism and social imaginaries in informal settlements
Authors: Michael Osei Asibey, Patrick Brandful Cobbinah
Abstract: We examine the phenomenon of de-greening urbanism within the context of social imaginaries in informal settlements, focusing on the city of Kumasi (Ghana). De-greening urbanism refers to an urban development process that displaces greenspace, contributing to its decline, deterioration, and loss, closely associated with the negatively changing character of a community. Using mixed research methods, spatiotemporal analysis was undertaken, and surveys and interviews were conducted with city officials, community leaders, and residents to understand the complexity and politics of de-greening urbanism for informal settlements and their environment. The findings reveal a significant loss of urban greenspace (52.4%) in the informal settlements between 2004 and 2024, produced by complex politics of land tenure problems, weak enforcement of planning laws, and poor community–institution collaboration. This de-greening urbanism phenomenon is compounding social inequality, marginalizing informal settlement residents, and fostering socio-environmental segregation across the cityscape. Within the context of social imaginaries, this article underscores the importance of inclusion and collaboration to promote ecological resilience, social cohesion, and the overall urban wellbeing of informal settlement residents.
8. Title: Unequal cities, unhappy lives? The role of interpersonal and territorial inequalities in shaping life satisfaction in European cities
Authors: Crhistian Joel González-Cuatianquis, Alessandra Faggian, Paolo Veneri

Abstract: This article examines how interpersonal and territorial inequalities shape life satisfaction across European cities. While prior research has typically focused on one type of inequality or on national/regional scales, we analyze both dimensions simultaneously at the city level, addressing a key research gap. We test the hypothesis that interpersonal inequalities have a stronger negative association with life satisfaction than territorial inequalities, as they trigger more immediate social comparison processes and perceptions of unfairness. By contrast, territorial disparities, which capture broader economic and sociodemographic differences between cities, may be less perceptible in residents’ daily experiences and thus exert weaker effects on subjective well-being (SWB). Our study also advances beyond conventional economic indicators by using a novel SWB-based inequality measure, capturing dimensions that standard economic metrics may overlook. Using microdata from the Quality of Life in European Cities survey (2012–2023) and contextual statistics for 75 cities, we estimate multilevel models to disentangle these effects. Results reveal a strong negative association between interpersonal inequality and average city life satisfaction, while no significant relationship is found for territorial disparities. These findings highlight the primacy of interpersonal comparisons within urban contexts and challenge assumptions about the geographic dimension of inequality in shaping well-being.
9. Title: A ‘continental European nightlife’? The evolution of nightlife venues and their stakeholders since the 1980s: Urban and rural dynamics around a French intermediate city
Authors: Magali de Raphélis, Sandra Mallet
Abstract: Urban nights in Europe have undergone significant transformations since the 1980s. In order to better understand the origins and consequences of these changes, this paper presents a diachronic analysis of the nightlife scene and its regulation and governance in a French intermediate city and its surroundings areas from the late 1970s to the present day. By distinguishing several periods, it demonstrates that night-time activities have gradually multiplied, diversified and concentrated in urban areas. By placing them alongside changes in regulations and governance, it reveals that these changes have not been driven by a deregulation of licences or a laissez-faire approach associated with the 24-hour-city policies, but have been carried out by a wide range of stakeholders. The national and then local public authorities have set up consultations with these various players to both support and supervise these transformations. This article thus clarifies what the so-called ‘continental European nightlife’ looked like in a French city when British cities were adopting 24-hour-city policies, and how it has evolved since then, and highlights certain factors that could explain the differences observed between the UK and France.
10. Title: Municipal amalgamations and scale economies: Evidence from South Africa’s structural reforms
Authors: Godwin Dube
Abstract: Municipal amalgamations have been implemented for, among others, linguistic, cultural, geographic, service equity, social transformation or political reasons. However, the idea that larger municipalities are in a better position to reap the benefits of scale effects has been the main motivation for amalgamations in several industrialised countries and, in more recent years, South Africa. Existing literature suggests that financial performance has not improved after municipal amalgamations in South Africa. However, this literature has relied almost exclusively on evidence from descriptive studies and similar approaches. Using the difference-in-differences approach with municipal panel data, this study sought to determine the financial impacts of the 2016 South African amalgamations. The results suggest that the amalgamations did not give rise to scale effects as they had no significant impact on operating expenditure per capita. Suggestive evidence, based on descriptive analyses, is presented of some of the main factors that might militate against post-merger cost savings in a developing country setting – the transition grant, whose scope is very limited, the harmonisation of salaries and service levels in the post-merger municipality, and poor financial governance.
以下是书评：
11. Title: Urban inequality: Theory, evidence, and method in Johannesburg
Authors: Astrid Wood, Alan Mabin, Matthew McKeever, Nomonde Gwebu, Owen Crankshaw
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Urban inequality: Theory, evidence, and method in Johannesburg” by Owen Crankshaw.
